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ADVERTISEMENT 
| To the PUBLIC. | 
*Tis hard to ſay, if greater want 4. Kill 
Appear in auriting or in udging is 
But of the two leſs dang'rous is ti offence 

| To tire our patieuce than miſlead our Jenſt : 

Some few in that, but numbers err in this, 

Ten cenſure aurong for one who writes 1 

| | | OPE, 

| I. having been repeatedly aſſerted by the Writer 


of the Impartial Review of new books in the- 
ondon Magazine, (excluſively of condemning, 
In general and abuſive terms, every Novel we pub- 
liſh, and, as we have reaſon to believe, frequent- 
ly without reading them) that we keep in pay a 
2 of needy authors to furniſh us with a ſufficient 
ſupply of new novels for publication; we do 
here call upon him to produce his authority for 
this aſſertion. In the mean time, in juſtification 
of ourſelves from ſo injurious and malicious a 
charge, we declare, that we do not, nor ever did, 
keep any writers or writer in pay for ſuch pur- 

ſe; but, on the contrary, that all we have hither- 
to publiſhed have been ſent to us unfolicited from 
their authors, without any ſtipulated pay, promiſe of 


reward, or previous agreement whatſoever, either 


by ourſelves or any other porien for us. And, 
moreover, that many of them are written by 
perſons of rank, property and fortune, above ac- 


cepting any other return for their labours than a 
tew printed copies for themſelves and friends. 

Ve are loth to recriminate; but when men ſo 
far forget themſelves as to aſſume an importance 
that does not belong to them, and to treat with 

unwarrantable rudeneſs all thoſe they are pleaf- 
Vol. I. a ed 


ii ADVERTISEMENT. 
cd to diſlike, it is but juſt to remind them of their 
inſignificancy, and to reprove them for their im- 
pertinence. We will, therefore, beg leave to aſk 
this gentleman, whether ke can, with any degree 
of truth, exculpate him/z}f from the imputation 
of writing for hire? and whether praiſe or diſ- 
praiſe is not often beſtowed upon a work, merely 
as the will, caprice, or intereits of his employers 
direct him ? 5 p FD og 
It belongs to this ſpecies of critics alone to 
involve in their cenſure of books the ſellers 
and publiſhers of them ; for, till the writers of 
IuPARTIAL Reviews, &c. made their, appear- 
ance, the bookſeller, taking care to publiſh no- 
thing contrary to religion, morality, decency, &c. 
Paſſed, as he ought to do, unnoticed ; and as he 
was no way entitled to any part of the praiſe, if 
the. work had merit, ſo he partook not of the 
Blame if it proved to have none. And, unleſs 
this rule be obſerved, we know not where theſe 
gentlemen will ſtop; in time they may take it 
into their heads to diſcharge their abuſe upon-the 
letter founder for caſting, and the printer for fur-- 
niſhing the types for printing any work they may 
be determined not to approve of. es 
Stimulated by a laudable deſire of appearing 
to the eye of the public in a more eligible light 
than that in which the pen of malevolence would 
place us, we have ſtated the affair truly as it 
itands between this pſeudo-critic and ourſelves, 
and ſhall leave it to candour to determine what 
degree of credit is due to a man devoted to a 
mercenary cauſe, and enliſted in the ſervice of 
F SINGH 
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FOR an anſwer, as it 1s called, to the above, 
the reader, if he pleaſes, may turn to the London 
Magazine, for lait month, where he will find that 
the charge we have produced of the writer's un- 
mannerly and unjuſt treatment of us as publiſhers, 
(a complaint we had principally in view) he has 
cautiouſly avoided taking the leaſt notice of; con- 
tenting himſelf with general invectives againſt 


books and authors, of which, though the cenſure 


were juſt, we ought not to partake, for reaſons: 
already obſerved ; with trifling evaſions, repeated 
calumnies, and, to crown all, an eulogium on al 
work * that he has laboured to condemn. . 
But there is one part of this pretended anſwer 
that we hold ourſelves indrſpenſably bound more 
particularly to reply to, as it calls our veracity: 
in queſtion. He is pleaſed to ſay, in return to 
our declaration of our never having hired authors 
to write for us, that The Reviewers” (meaning 
himſelf) are rather apprehenſive that many 
people may be apt to diſpute the reality of our 
* aſſertion on this point.” Now, what his- out 
real ſentiments may be upon this occaſion, we are 
very little concerned about; but as- we are anxi- 
ouſly deſirous of ſtanding fair in the opinion of 
the public, we will once more aſſure them, that 
the whole we have aſſerted, in our advertiſement, 
upon that, as well as every other head, 15 moſt 
ſtrictly true, and that we defy this detractor, or any 
one elſe, to prove the contrary. , 

Defamatory conjectures, unſupported by facts, 
though ever ſo boldly uttered, paſs for nothing 
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FT: 
with the unprejudiced, when confronted by cre: 
dible evidence, and ſerve only to ſhew a malig- 
nancy in their author. It is, therefore, become 
a duty, which he owes to himſelf, to acknow- 
ledge he has wronged us, unleſs he can produce 
ſome authority to countenance his flander, 
It is to be lamented that men, whoſe learning 
and talents, properly directed, would do them ho- 
nour, ſhould ſo far debaſe themſelves, for a little 
paltry hire, as to throw"out abuſe, (to which they 7 
would be aſhamed to ſet their names) againſt thoſe 
who have never injured them, and whoſe only ' 7 
fault is their being the publiſhers of a few harm- 
leſs novels ; which, maliee itſelf cannot deny, have 
at leaſt this negative merit to recommend them, that 
their tendency is not to inflame the paſſions or 
corrupt the morals. Indeed it may be „be- 
cauſe it can be affirmed with truth, that moſt of 
them may be read with improvement: and while 
this is the caſe, humanity, decency and juſtice, 7? 
ſhould teach men to cenſure with leſs acrimony; 
or rather, to judge with the ſame 45 of can» 


| 
| ſel 
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dour as they would wiſh to be judged by them- | 
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BOOK I 


IR CHARLES LEUSUM danced 
with Miſs Bloom at the R- 


Miſs Bloom was at that time in her | 


N year, tall, exceedingly gen- 


teel, and in features, as well as complex- 
ion, could vie with the moſt celebrated 
beauty then in town. = 

V Die Þ-- 8 Sir 
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Sir Charles Leuſum was no leſs hand- 
ſome as a man: for with all the muſcular 
ſtrength of an Antinous, he had all the 
delicate ſoftneſs of an Adonis: to be 
more particular, he was between four 
and five-and-twenty : well proportioned, 
and. exquiſitely handſome; adorned alſo 
with every grace which can render a fine 
perſon alluring. He was poſſeſſed of a 
bright underſtanding, improved by a 
liberal education, and he had an heart 
feelingly alive to the moſt humane emo- 
tions; benevolence and generoſity were 
woven into his conſtitution: his addreſs was 
alſo the moſt inſinuating to be imagined, 


and he had the happy, but rare art, of 


making himſelf agrecable to | All "Kinds 
of people. 

With fo. many 788 attractions 
beſtowed on him by nature, and with 
ſo many acquired, accompliſhments, he 


could not but be a very deſirable object 


in 
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in the eyes of Miſs Bloom; who was, 
indeed, not a leſs deſirable one in His, 


ce being, of outward form Wee. of 
inward leſs exact.“ 

The Lady to whoſe care Mis Bloom 
was truſted for that night, was Mrs. 
Fermor, who had been about ſix or ſeven 
years a widow, and having received ſome 
civilities from Mr. Bloom, ſhe found 
herſelf unable to return them, but by in- 
viting his daughter to ſpend a week or 
two with her; and, in order to amuſe 
her, had propoſed taking her to an aſſem- 


| bly within a mile of her abode. 


Mrs. Napper, a neighbour of Mrs. 


1 Forman s, having a daughter nearly [of 


Miſs Bloom's age, had offered to carry 


them in her coach, and her offer was 


cane accepted. 
Mrs. Fer mor, who lived a very retired 


4 life, and Who ſeldom appear ed In public 


places, was, however, an agreeable wo- 
8 man; 
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man; not hatiũſwme: but though nobody 
would ſay that ſhe was, or that ſhe had 
ever been ſo, every body allowed her to be, 
in the higheſt degree, amiable; and the 
more ready to make that allowance, as 
ſhe did not ſeem to demand it.— She 
was then about thirty, genteelly made; 
her arms white and well turned; her neck 
of the ſame hue: but though her whole 
perſon ſeldom failed of pleaſing, ſhe 
could not be ſaid to have any thing 
ſtriking, her eyes excepted: her eyes, 
however, fine as they were, made no 
conqueſts, being eclipſed by the ſuperior 
luſtre of a toaſt under twenty. —Beſides, 
Mrs. Fermor was looked upon, that even- 
ing, only as the chaperon of the charming 

Miſs Bloom, and therefore appeared of 
no conſequence. 

Harriot Bloom was allowed, by every 
man preſent, to be a lovely young 


creature; but no man was ſo very ready 
oy to 


© 
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f to acknowledge the force of her attrac- 
tions as Sir Charles Leuſum.—No kind 


of gallantry did he omit to convince her 


that ſhe filled him with rapturous ſenſa- 
tions. So aſſiduous, indeed, was he in 


his behaviour to her, and ſo liberal, not 


to fay laviſh, of his civilities, that every 


woman round her, hated her exceed- 


1 ingly, becauſe ſhe was | diſtinguiſhed 


by a man ſo univerſally admired z but 
though every woman was, in her heart, her 
rival, no one felt herſelf more ſtrongly ſo 


than her companion Miſs Napper. 


Bell Napper was a pretty girl enough, 
and might have done tolerable execution 
at an aſſembly, where Miſs Bloom had 
not made her appearance: but wherever 
ſhe appeared, all, whoſe hearts were 
not previouſly engaged, confeſſed her 
ſuperior power, and even thoſe attached 
to other women, could not but own that 
ſhe was completely handſome, The 

Wir B 3 female 
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which ſhe had taken about her dreſs, | | 1 


6 Tur RATIONAL LOVERS. 
female part of the company, indeed, 
were not ſo unanimous in their opinions 
about her: and, except Mrs. Fermor, 
very few were, on that night, villing te to 
allow that ſhe had any beauty at all. 
Miſs Napper, in their way home, de- 
clared that her lovely friend, (ſo ſhe con- 
tinually addreſſed herſelf to Miſs Bloom, 
though ſhe had not known her much above 
2 fortnight) notwithſtanding all the pains J 
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had never ſucceeded fo ill. © Thoſe pink 
ribbons, my dear, made you look == | 
pale. Who me?” cried 'Miſs Bloom,; 
«* did 1 look pale, Bell? I am certain | 1 | 
that you are miſtaken, for 1 had a 
monſtrous' colour, I never felt o face | 
glow more in my life.” L? 
When you was taken out by Sir | 
Charles, my dear friend, you coloured a | 
little, it is true; but before he offered you | 
his hand, believe me, I thought that you | 
was ready to faint.” | N by. | q 
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« Why, to beſure, my dear,” replied 
the beauty, with exulting accents,” one 
muſt be very inſenſible indeed, not to be 
animated when one receives flattering 
diſtinctions, from ſo fine a fellow as Sir 
Charles Leuſum. His behaviour to me 
was really fo particular, that it drew the 


eyes of the whole room upon me, and 


frequently threw me into the utmoſt 
confuſion : he preſſed me, madam,” con- 


tinued ſhe, turning to Mrs. Fermor, “ to 
| earneſtly, when he put me into the 


coach, to give him leave to wait on me 
tomiorrow, that I ventured to tell him I 
was at _ houſe, n ein to 
1 him.“ 

Mrs. e whe had obfirred the 


attentions which he paid to Miſs Bloom, 


and who, as a neighbour, had heard 
(for ſhe was not perſonally acquainted 
with him) that he was not in his private 


. worſe than, nor even ſo bad 
B 4 as, 
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as, the majority of young men of faſh- 


ion, and who had ſeen girls, though not 
many, make their fortunes by their 


beauty, aſſented with a bow. 


Mrs. Fermor, however, though ſhe aſ- 


ſented in that manner to the reception of 
Sir Charles as a viſiter to Miſs Bloom, was 


not deſirous of encouraging any gallantry 
between them in her houſe; but, as ſhe 
had a regard for the family of Harriot, 
and knew that ſhe was to leave her in a 
few days, ſne thought it would be a pity 
to daſh the pleaſure which ſhe expected, 


by ſtarting any obſtacles to it. Ac- 
cordingly, the next day, Sir Charles 


made his appearance, was received with 


politeneſs by the lady of the houſe, and 
with a pleaſure not eaſily to be concealed 


by Miſs Bloom, to whom he behaved with 
a kind of reſpectful familiarity, taking 
no other notice of Mrs. Fermor than 


what a return to her politeneſs demanded. 
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This viſit was followed by another of 
the ſame nature; only as they became 


r better acquainted, they appeared with 
much leſs reſerve to each other. 

- Harriot Bloom would have been really 
E: | ſenſible and agreeable enough to pleaſe a 
s man of taſte, even if ſhe had not ſhone 
7 * with ſo many perſonal charms : and as 
> 3 the qualities of the mind were not ne- 
„ glected by Sir Charles, he found himſelf 
L very ſeriouſly captivated by this young 
lady. He had made ſome inquiries 
, = relating to her on the aſſembly-night, and 
Vas informed that ſhe was the daughter 

3 of a gentleman with a moderate fortune, 


but good character, who lived at the diſ- 
L 3 tance of about twelve miles, and who 
| * had given her a liberal education; but it 


* was ſuppoſed that he could not, during 
r 7} his life, part with much money: her 
beauty, indeed, encouraged him to hope 
| | that ſhe might marry advantageouſly | 
z B 5 doit hout, 
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. without, as he had taken care to prevent 
: her from appearing much in public. 


Taz RATIONAL LOVERS. 


Miſs Bloom had never been ſeen at the 
R- aſſembly till that night, in con- 
ſequence of a viſit to Mrs. Fermor, who, 
being generally well-ſpoken of for her 
diſcretion, was deemed by her father t to 
be a ſafe companion. 
As Sir Charles Leuſum's eftate was 
large, he wanted not a fortune with a 
wife. Before he accidentally met with 


_ Mis Bloom, he had not, indeed, thought 


of domeſticating himſelf ſo early in life, 
— that he might, if he waited 
en years, ſecure an heir to his title and 
wiely : but her perſon and manners were 
ſo uncommonly engaging, that he found 
himſelf more attached to her than he 
expected to be on ſo ſhort an acquaint- 

ance. | wy 
Sir Charles, however, was not per- 
fectly happy to feel himſelf ſo violently 
> charmed 


1 
; >= 
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charmed with -a girl, whoſe behaviour 


ſioon convinced him, that any freedoms 


in his carriage would be properly reſent- 
ed; yet he could not _ himſelf . 
pleafure of ſeeing her.. 

The artful Harriot fron felt ker con- 
ſequence, and determined to improve it, 
by exerting all her powers to pleaſe; 


and not only to pleaſe him, but to fix 


him, if poſſible, unalterably her's. Dur- 
ing her ſtay at Mrs. Fermor's, Miſs 


Napper, who had no mean opinion of her 


own charms, flattered herſelf that if ſhe 
could but cultivate an acquaintance with 
Sir Charles, ſhe might have a chance to 
ſupplant her dear friend. To execute 
this ſcheme Mr. and Mrs. Napper, 
though ſhe had not communicated it to 
them; gave her-ſufficient opportunities, 


by putting no reſtraint upon her actions. 
She, therefore, always contrived to call 


on Miſs Bloom, whenever the imagined 
B 6 that 
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that the Baronet might be with her, and, 
throwing herſelf perpetually in his way, 
availed herſelf of every art to let him ſee 
that ſhe was ready to accept of his ad- 
dreſſes, if he had been 1, nd to make 
them to her. 
Miſs Napper's rem carriage, as it 
had not the wifhed- for effect upon Sir 
Charles, who rather diſregarded her, 
there being a pertneſs in her manner to- 
tally diſagreeable to him, ſerved only to 
render Harriot's triumph the more com- 
plete ; and ſhe exulted not a little at the 
particular attentions paid to her: at the 
ſame time pretending the greateſt friend- 
ſhip for her dear Bell, whom ſhe kept 
near her, as a conqueror exhibits his 
ſlaves tomagnify his-military importance. 


While the increaſing interviews be- 


tween Sir Charles and Miſs Bloom in- 
creaſed his inclination for her, the time 
for her departure from Mrs. Fermor's 

arrived, 


, 
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arrived, and that lady carried her home. 


Miſs Bloom, hadſhe not already in her 
own mind ſtaid long enough to make Sir 
Charles deſirous of following her, would 
have invented ſome excuſe to poſtpone 
her return to her father's : but as ſhewas 
vain enough to believe that ſhe was ſure 
of her man, ſhe went off in high ſpirits ; 


firſt taking leave of her dear Miſs Nap- 


per, who inſiſted. upon her writing to 
her, and acquainting her with all Sir 
Charles's proceedings. 

In their way to Mrs. Bloom's, Mrs. 


Fermor, who thought Harriot an exceed- 


ing fine girl as to her perſon, and who 


knew that ſhe did not want underſtand- 


ing; conjecturing too from the obſerva- 
tions which ſhe had made on Sir Charles's 
behaviour, during his viſits to her at 


ber houſe, that he was ſeriouſly attached 
to her, ventured to give her a little ad- 


vice, which might, ſhe imagined, if fol- 
lowed, not only forward a marriage ſo 
h greatly 
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| greatly to her advantage; but tend alſo 
| to enſure, in a great meaſure, her ſubſe- 
| quent&elicity. As that advice was given 
with the ſincereſt intention to promote 
that felicity, from pure friendſhip to her 
family, and real regard to herſelf, the 
had ſome reaſon to expect that it wind 
not be ſſighted. 

[ Mrs. Fermor, having left Harriot 
ſafe at her father's, returned home, 
thoroughly ſatisfied with having ſo well 
got rid of a charge, which ſhe had only 

undertaken, in order to repay an obliga- 
tion ſhe deemed due to her family, as her 
mode of life was entirely different from 
that led by the faſhionable world. She 
had not been at an aſſembly for ſome 
years; ſhe would not have thought of 
appearing in fo public a light on the 
abovementioned evening, bur to-oblige 
Miſs Bloom, who, like other young giris, 
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2 was never fo well ares as when ſhe 


Vas ſeen andadmired. 


Mrs. Fermor, chinkaig: abt duch A 


B pleaſure at ſuch a time of life might be, 
with moderation, indulged without any 
impropriety, was very ready to comply 
with Harriot's requeſt; eſpecially as Mrs. 
Napper, who was her near neighbour, 
had offered to take them in her coach, 
to pleaſe her daughter, who had vanity 
enough to believe that ſheſhould eclipſe 
Z Miſs Bloom, with whom the had com- 
menced an acquaintance during her re- 
= fidence at Mrs. Fermor's. 


Miſs Napper was, indeed, of all he 
little party, the only perſon in the leaſt 
diffatisfied with it. She was extremely 
diſconcerted to find that Sir Charles ap- 
peared entirely devoted to Harriot, and 
had taken very little notice of Her; yet, 
as a deficiency 4 in the powers of pleaſing 
was the laſt reaſon to which ſhe was wil- 


ling 
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ling to attribute the diſagreeable pre- 
ference which ſhe. perceived, ſhe rather 
aſcribed it to artifice in her rival, and 'P 
began to form ſchemes for prejudicing 
Sir Charles againft Harriot, and ſubſti- 
tuting herſelf in her place. 
' Miſs Napper had no occaſion, how- 
ever, to form a plan of that ſort, for 
Miſs Bloom moſt indiſcreetly gave her 
a fine opportunity to effect her purpoſe. 
- Harriot, with all her art, was guilty of 
a capital weakneſs; a weakneſs into 
which vain people are very apt to fall; 
for ſhe was ſo well ſatisfied with her 
abilities to pleaſe, both as a friend and a 1 
miſtreſs, that ſhe concluded ſhe was no 1 
leſs agreeable in the eyes of Miſs Nap- 
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per, than ſhe was lovely 3 in thoſe of Sir 1 
Charles. 4 
Ihe cunning Bell had, it is true, y Ry: 
her fawning behaviour, greatly contri- 
buted to lead her into that belief, in 
order 
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order to work her up the more eaſily to 


2X betray every ſecret of her heart: and the 


credulous Harriot, fluſhed with the 


hopes of being Lady Leuſum, was but 


too eager to inform her friends with 
how much rapidity Sir Charles made his 


approaches: he had not yet delivered a 


formal declaration; but, from the force 


of ſelf-flattery, ſhe pre- enjoyed all the 
advantages which could ariſe from his 
rank and fortune. 

This intelligence ſhe unnſmitted i in a 
letter, which chiefly contained a deſcrip- 
tion of the delicious life which ſhe would 


lead by purſuing all kinds of faſhionable 


pleaſure, and by being the object of 
general admiration at Carliſle-houſe, 
Almack's, and other magnificent aſſem- 
blies, at which ſne had never appeared, 
without à ſingle word concerning the 


man who was to confer all that happineſs, 
8 by 


- 
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by taking her, without a farthing, to 
ſhare his affluence and his affection. 
Bell, whoſe heart was almoſt ready to 
burſt with jealouſy and envy, ſeized this 
moment, in anſwer to all thoſe fine 
dreams of pleaſure, to aſk rather a critical 
queſtion. | © Tell me truly, my dear 
HFarriot,“ ſaid ſhe, < do a love 
Sir Charles Leuſum?“ Y 
Unluckily for Miſs Bloom, the bw 
had juſt been with her when ſhe received 


this letter; and having been particularly 


charmed with her that day, had diſ- 
covered uncommon rapture, and had, in 
the tenderneſs and generoſity of his 


heart, made her ſome valuable and . A 


one preſents. - © 1 

Elated with her Went 9 ſeized "a 
pen, the moment he left her, and, in full 
confidence, wrote the following lines : 
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petually upon my guard, leſt, enchanted 
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To Miſs Na PER. 


o aſk me, my dear girl, if 1 Jove 
Sir Charles Leuſum : what a queſ- 
tion ! certainly, it could have never 
entered into any head but your own, to 
have dreamt of ſuch a thing. You 
muſt ſuppoſe me to have very little 
knowledge of 'the world, if you imagine 
that I can be guilty of ſo great a weak- 
neſs as to love the man whom I intend 


to marry, merely to make my fortune. 


You will tell me, perhaps, that Sir 
Charles is one of the handſomeſt fellows 
you ever ſaw; poſſibly the very hand- 
ſomeſt in the world. I am very ready to 
allow him to be ſo. You will add alſo, 
J make no doubt but that he is good- 
humoured, generous, and tender. 
Granted. He is ſo in a ſuperlative de- 
gree: and therefore, child, I am per- 


by 


20 TRT RATIONAL LOVERS. 


A 1 * : ö 
5 8 1 2 5 4 g * fk Wo We "DIR 
n SPF W 
8 ; os, at; Endo eo a * 
e 1 . 20 - 
3 2 r N "<A 
i oh Re TT oe Lg IR K e 


by the charms of his perſon, or intoxi- 
cated by his infinuating behaviour, I | 
. ſhould give way to an inclination which 
muſt - inevitably deſtroy all my future 
ſchemes of felicity. Magnificence, at- 
tendance, dreſs, admiration, employ 
all my thoughts; I have not a ſingle 
one to beſtow on the poor deluded erea- 
ture, ſeduced by my wicked eyes; nor 
a leiſure moment at preſent to write a 
longer letter to my deareſt Bell, who, I 
am perfectly aſſured, will excuſe this 
Mort, but, I hope ſatisfactory, epiſtle, 
from her ever fincere and faithful friend, 
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'T he receipt of this letter gave the 
en joy to Miſs Napper, ſighing to 
allure Sir Charles from her rival, as ſhe 
hoped to make it ſubſervient to that pur- 
poſe. It rouſed in her mind a variety 
of reflections ; and various were the 
methods 
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methods ſhe thought of to procure the 


| X conveyance of ſo curious an epiſtle to 


9 Sir Charles. The uncertainty ſhe was 
in, however, with regard to the reception 
Jof his ſentiments concerning it, for a 
while gave a check to her deſigns. At 
1 ! laſt, ſhe fancied, that if ſhe carried it to 
Mrs. Fermor, (having all the reaſon in 
7 the world to believe, from the rectitude 
of that lady's general conduct, that ſhe 
would not join with her young friend in 
impoſing upon him) and if Mrs. Fermor 
diſpatched it to Sir Charles, he would 
certainly come to her to complain of the 
treatment which he had received: ſhe 
4 | fancied alſo that ſhe might then meet him 
4 there, warm with reſentment, and, with all 
* imaginable eaſe, undermine her friend. 
Thus determined, ſhe immediately 
went to Mrs. Fermor, told her the oc- 
caſion of her viſit, and, having com- 
municated the contents of Harriot's let- 
er 
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ter, aſked her, if ſhe could bear to: con- 


nive at an impoſition upon one of the 


moſt CONT and Selens men in 22 
world. | 

Mrs. unn t who was never in a 
hurry to declare her opinion, eſpecially 
upon a ſubject which demanded ſome 


deliberation, took the letter, and looking 
it over, ſaid, with great compoſure, 


This requires a conſiderate peruſal.” 


A conſiderate peruſal!” cried Miſs 


Napper, in a fright, left ſhe ſhould not 


fall into the plan which ſhe had drawn 
out for her, «© ſure madam, you will 


think it proper to bew! it immediately 
to Sir Charles Leuſum - 
Mrs. Fermor, after a moment's heſita- 
tion, replied, © You may, Miſs Napper, 
depend upon my acting in this nice 
affair according to the beſt of my judg- 
ment, if you will leave the letter with 
me e. Tou have no doubt, I hope ! one. 


Bell, "> 
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Bell, who thought that ſhe had gone 
too far to recede, after a multitude of 
invectives againſt her friend, left the let- 
ter, though ſhe left it rather unwillingly, 
telling Mrs. Fermor that ſhe would call 
on her again the next day. © You will 
then, Madam, 1 hope,” added ' ſhe, 
<« have taken all proper meaſures to pre- 
vent ſo charming a fellow from being 
duped by fo deſigning a girl.” 

Mrs. Fermor, who really _ fully 
intended to act, as ſhe had ſaid, accord- 
ing to the beſt of her judgment, having 
preſently diſcovered that the violent 
friendſhip of Miſs Napper for Miſs 
Bloom, and her prodigious ſolicitude to 
hinder Sir Charles from being drawn in, 
were only ſtratagems for the attaching 
of him to herſelf, fat down and wrote 
the following letter to the laſt mentionod 
youn 8 Pe | 341 
To 
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25 Miſs Broom, 


T 1s with. the ſincereſt concern, my 
dear Miſs Bloom, that I find myſelf 
ſo much miſtaken in yox, whoſe mind, I 
had really believed, was as faultleſs as 
your face: but your ſentiments, with re- 
gard to Sir Charles Leuſum, are ſo very 
oppoſite to that purity of manners and 
rectitude of intention, which can alone 
render you happy, that I have, though 
unwillingly, reſolved to endeavour to 
prevail on you to change them. I am 
but too . ſenſible, before I begin this 
arduous taſk, that you will throw away 
my letter at the firſt opening of it, as 
| ſuppoſing that the opinion of a woman 
Jo many years older than yourſelf, a 
woman in a manner ſecluded from the 
world, will be entirely unworthy of your 
notice; abſolvtely beneath your attention. 
Reflect, e 3 moment, Harriot, 
before 
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before you commit it to the flames. It 
may poſſibly remind you of a duty which 
you owe yourſelf, as well as hat world 
in which you are fo deſirous to make a 
ſhining figure. 7 
I I would not willingly believe it poſ- 
ſible for a young creature endued with ſo 
excellent an underſtanding, bleſt, ap- 
parently, with a ſweet diſpoſition, and 
who has received a poliſhed education, 
to be either ſo very ignorant, or ſo ex- 
tremely malevolent as to be capable of 
thinking in the manner in which you 
expreſſed your ſentiments in your laſt 
tetter to Miſs Napper (the faithfulleſt of 
all female friends). From the free- 
dom, indeed, with which you have un- 
boſomed yourſelf, and from the confi- 
dence which you have repoſed in ber, 
I am, I confeſs, inclined to imagine that 
your letter was really written in raillery, 
and deſigned to conceal the diſcovery 
Vor. I, C of 
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of too ſtrong a partiality for Sir Charles, 
that your modeſty might not be ſhocked 
by avowing a paſſion for a man ſo evi- 
dently formed by nature and education 
to inſpire the tendereſt emotions. —But if 
you ſeriouſly felt all that you ſaid; if 
you haye actually no other view in mar- 
rying Sir Charles Leuſum, than to make 
an extenſive exhibition of your perſon, 
which ought to be confined to his admi- 
ration alone; and to diſſipate his fortune 
in all kinds of extravagance, I verily 
look upon your marriage with him as 
the greateſt affront which can be offered 
to an huſband : nay, I look upon ſuch a 
marriage-in an infamous light; —for you 
certainly are, in that caſe, guilty of pro- 
ſtitution : ſuch a marriage muſt aſſuredly 
produce mutual abhorrence, and, conſe- 
quently, mutual unhappineſs. * 
But before I make ſo ſevere a conclu- 
fon, let me aſk you, ſeriouſly, what are 
| your 
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your motives for marrying Sir Charles? 
Do you wiſh to be united to him becauſe by 


he is the handſomeſt of men, or becauſe 
he has a larger fortune than any of the 
lovers who have hitherto made their ad- 
dreſſes to you are poſſeſſed of; or be- 
cauſe he has a title and rank ſuperior to 
them ?—If either of theſe reaſons, or if 
all of them, induce you to accept of him; 
if you are actuated by no other, you will, 
then, do both him and yourſelf an injury. 
But if you think him the moſt amiable 
man with whom you have ever been ac- 
quainted; if he treats you with ſo much 
eſteem, reſpect, and affection as to make 
you feel the ſame eſteem and love for 
him, then indeed, you may ſafely venture, 
as you will have no reaſon to reproach 


yourſelf, however altered he may here- 


after be, and as you will be more capable 


of regaining a heart which may, with 


the beſt intentions in the world, not- 
; 2 withſtandin 
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withſtanding all your attractions, be 
ſometimes inclined to wander. 


You ought, allo, as you are ſo inferior 
to Sir Charles in point of . birth and 
fortune, to be ſenſible of /ome gratitude 
for the partiality which he has diſcovered 
for you; that ſenſation, joined to a 


. diſcreet tenderneſs, will ever make you 


pay a proper attention to your duty, and 
an implicit regard to every thing that 
can poſſibly tend to contribute to his 
happineſs, as well as to your own. Con- 
ſider, therefore, my dear Harriot, look 
thoroughly into yourſelf before you en- 
gage: admiration and flutter may for 
a while render. you as deaf to my advice, 
as to the voice of reaſon : but when 
youth and beauty are vaniſhed, as vaniſh. 
they certainly will before you are ready 
to part with them, how very hateful will 
you be to acts how very deſpicable 


to others! and what a contemptible 


burthen 
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burthen. will you be to your huſband, 
if you have no taſte for other amuſe- 
ments, no reliſh for more ſubſtantia], 
more durable pleafures than thoſe above- 
mentioned, in' which you declaredly 
place your ſupreme felicity, to the utter 
excluſion of the more noble and tender 
paſſions !—If Sir Charles had taken im- 
proper liberties with you, or addreſſed 
you as a miſtreſs, I ſhould have been 
the firſt to have adviſed you to guard 
well your eyes and ears againſt one fo 
particularly formed to become a ſucceſs- 
ful feducer : but as he has behaved in 
the moſt open, in the moſt honourable 
manner to you, how could you think of 
returning ſuch love, and ſuch generoſity, 
with indifference or neglect ? Believe 
me, Harriot, there are but very few 
men who love with ſuch diſintereſted af- 
fection as Sir Charles Leuſum ; receive 
him, therefore,as a bleſſing from Heaven; 

G2 endeavour, 


30 Tu RATIONAL LOVERS. 


endeavour, by every act of modeſt ten- 
derneſs and affectionate eſteem, to ſecure 
an heart ſo deſerving of a faithful one 
in return, and by ſo doing, render your 
union reciprocally happy. I ſend back 
to you your letter to Bell Napper, who 
gave it into my hands that I might make 
Sir Charles acquainted with your ſenti- 
ments. Take care for the future, how 
you place any confidence in ſuch pre- 
tended friends, and thank Heaven for 
having ſaved you from being expoſed to 
the contempt of the man who, as he has 
hitherto merited your eſteem, will, hope, 
have no occaſion to change his preſent 
good opinion of you. I am, 


My dear Harriot, 
ES Yours, Sc. 
F. FERMOR, 


As — 
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As ſoon as Mrs. Fermor .:ad finiſhed 
her letter ſhe incloſed hat with which 
Miſs Napper had entruſted her, and diſ- 
patched it to Miſs Bloom by a ſpecial 
meſſenger, who was ordered not to ſtay 
for an anſwer. 

' Miſs Bloom happened to be alone 
when ſhe received Mrs. Fermor's letter, 
ſhe read it over haſtily with the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment, and was beginning to re- 
perule it, as it appeared to her a very 
extraordinary piece, but Sir Charles's 
ſervant rapping briſkly at the door, ſhe 
precipitately thruſt it into her pocket, 
and, flying to the glaſs, employed her- 
ſelf in ſetting her hair off to the greateſt 
advantage. Scarce had ſhe time to ad- 
Juſt that important buſineſs before the 
| Baronet entered. 

They ſpent near a couple of hours 
exactly as two ſuch young people might | 
be ſuppoſed to do in their ſituation : the, 

C 4 in 
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in playing off a thouſand airs and graces, 
without remembering a ſyllable of Mrs. 
Fermor's advice to her; and he, in mak- 
ing a profuſion of fine ſpeeches. 7 
Luckily, for him, he then aſked her 
to favour him with a ſong to her guitar. 
She rang the bell for a . to 
fetch her muſic- book: unfortunately for 
Ber, the book was miſlaid. | 
| Eager, however, to exhibit herſelf, i mm - 
order to gain ſtill greater admiration, 
ſhe ran up ſtairs to ſearch for it. 
As ſoon as ſhe had left the room, 


Mrs. Fermor's letter which, from being 


hurried into her pocket at the news of 

Sir Charles's approach, lay on the ee 
fully expoſed to his view. . 
Without the leaſt deſign to tees 
his curioſity he roſe to take it up : but 
as ſhe had folded it back to read it with 
more eaſe, he ** diſcovered A own 


name. | 
80 
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So unexpected a diſcovery excited in 
him a ſtrong deſire to ſee what ſnare he 
had in the contents of the letter: he, 
therefore, haſtily, but mee clapped 
it into his pocket. 

When the ſong was ae when a 
few rapturous compliments were beſtow- 
ed upon that, and upon the performer, 
he took his leave. | 

Safely ſeated in his chariot from the 
eye of obſervation, he immediately and 
very carefully peruſed the manuſcripts 
in his poſſeſſion. 

They at firſt filled him with indigna- 
tion and ſurprize, but they in a ſhorttime 
became more valuable to him than any 
which he could have procured from the 
rich collection in the Britiſh Muſeum. 

It has already been ſaid that Mr. 
Bloom's houſe was about twelve miles 
from Mrs. Fermor's, and as Sir Chatles 
Leuſum's was about twofrom that lady's, 

" WS he 


34 Taz RATIONAL LOVERS. 

he had fourteen miles to ride home to 

dinner. Not having been uſed to early 

hours, he was not expected by his people 

till near five o'clock. . is 
During his ſtay at Mr. Bloom's there 


fell fo violent aſhower that the roads, (it 
was in the latter ſeaſon) very wet before, 


were rendered conſequently more heavy 
by it. —His progreſs therefore could not 
be ſo rapid as uſual. 
Within three miles of his own houſe; 
in croſſing a common, he ſaw, at a little 
diftance, two women very neatly dreſſed, 
who appeared by their attitudes much 


terrified : a fellow, at the ſame time, was 


running from them with a piſtol in his 


hand. 


Sir Charles, immediately gueſſing that 


ne was a foot- pad, pulled the ſtring, 
got out of his chariot, and, going up to 


the frighted females, found one to be 
Mrs. Fermor, and the other her maid. 
He 
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He very politely accoſted her, and 
aſked her if he was miſtaken in imagin- 
ing that ſhe had juſt been robbed. 

She told him he was not; adding, that 
the fellow had eſcaped both with her 
money and watch. Not that the watch 
was of great value, but I was, neverthe- 
teſs, ſorry to be obliged to part with it.“ 
Sir Charles inſtantly ordered his two 
ſervants on horſeback to purſue the fel- 
low, while he inſiſted on the lady's get- 
ting into his chariot as it began to rain, 
and as ſhe very humanely expreſſed ſome 
concern for her maid, he offered to ac- 
commodate her alſo : but Mrs. Fermor, 
taking of her own cloak, made her ſer- 
vant put it over that which ſhe had on, 
and then, bidding her hurry home, de- 
fired that the might no longer detai 
Sir Charles, of whoſe civility ſhe was, at 
firſt, extremely loath to accept. 

. C06 7 „ Upon 
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Upon his enquiring how ſhe. came 
there at that time of the day, ſhe told 
him that ſhe had taken advantage of 
the fine morning to viſit a friend-about 
eight miles diſtant, and had ſet out on 
her return, ſoon after the violent ſhower 
was over, fearing that another might 
prevent her from getting home before 
dark, —*< I was attacked and robbed,” 
continued ſhe, © juſt as your chariot 
was coming up, the fight of which, I 
imagine, frightened the fellow, and oc- 
eaſioned his departure from me ſooner 
than he probably had intended.“ 

Sir Charles, who, from the letter which 
he had juſt peruſed, could not but look 
upon her as a good friend of his, and a 
very ſenſible woman into the bargain, 
rejoiced at an opportunity of making 
himſelf uſeful to her, and when they 
ſtopped at her door, deſired her to give 
him leave to wait on her in, to ſee how 
ſhe 


Tax RATIONAL LOVERS. 37 


ſhe found herſelf after her fright, and 
to remain till his ſervants returned with 
ſome account of the foot-pad. 

Mrs. Fermor could not well refuſe his 
requeſt ; and, without once thinking 
whether he had dined, aſked him if he 
would accept of a diſh of tea. ; 

Sir Charles, never better pleaſed with 
an adventure in his life, replied, that he 
was juſt going to aſk the ſame favour. 

He preſently forgot that he had had 
no dinner : Mrs. Fermor's tea and bread 
and butter were excellent : her converſa- 
tion was ſenſible, eaſy, and polite; and 
he paſſed his time very agreeably till his 
ſervants returned; who informed him 
that they had overtaken the villain, and 
carried him before a juſtice of peace; 
and that he was ſecured for that night, in 
order to be ſent to the county jail the 
next 90 | 

Sir 
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Sir Charles ſeemed very much to ap- 


prove of the proceedings of his domeſtics, 


and commended them for their ſpirit 
and diſpatch: he, then, turning to Mrs. 


Fermor, whoſe approbation he expected 


to ſee added to his own, diſcovered that 


ſhe changed colour, and was become ex- 


tremely ſerious. 
Having diſmiſſed his ſervants, he aſked 
her haſtily, if ſhe found herſelf not well. 
She looked a little confuſed, and ſaid, 


« You will undoubtedly think me very 


particular, Sir Charles, when, inſtead of 


thanking you for the trouble you have 


given yourſelf in endeavouring to re- 


ſtore my watch and money to me, I 
tell you that I ſhall never recover them; 
becauſe I ſhall never be able to con- 


ſent to proſecute a poor wretch for ſuch 
trifles, which the utmoſt diſtreſs, probably, 


compelled to take from me.— You will, 


_ doubtleſs, condemn theſe ſentiments : I 


can 
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can even gueſs, I imagine, what you 
will ſay againſt me: but be that as it will, 
J cannot, I know, do what you are going 
to inform me 1 ought, meerly to promote 
the public good.” 

* Certainly I ſhall,” replied he with a 
ſmile, „and confeſs I am ſurprized to 
find a lady of Mrs. Fermor's excellent 
underſtanding and nen . 
any thing againſt it.“ 

« No flattery,” Sir, ſaid ho do 
not deſire ſuch high compliments.—1 
may poſlibly be at this time acting 
againſt my own judgment, but compaſ- 
ſion takes the lead ſo ſtrongly in my mind, 
that every thing is overpowered by it.” 


Heavens] madam,” replied the 


Baronet, © compaſſion !. compaſſion for 
a foot-pad A wretch who publickly 
violates the peace of ſociety | You have 
not {ſurely conſidered the nature of his 
crime, nor the fatal conſequences with 
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which lenity to lawleſs ruffians of his 
ſtamp muſt be inevitably attended. 
But ſeeing her appear ſtill more ſerious, 
If I may,” continued he, with a ſmile, 
« give credit to the avowal of your ſenti- 
ments from your own hand, you have 
the greateſt averſion to all kinds of injuſ- 
tice whatever.” 
She looked ſurprized. 

<« Pray Sir Charles,” faid ſhe, © how 
came you ſo well acquainted with my 
ſentiments ?” | 

<« I hope, Madam,” replied he, char 
I cannot be totally ignorant of them, 
when I have them in my pocket: ſtill 
leſs ſo when I am indebted to them for 
the narroweſt eſcape from the worſt of 
all evils —Your watch and your purſe, 
Mrs. Fermor (they muſt be reſtored to 
you) however valuable, are not to be 
mentioned with the loſs of honour, of 
peace, and of every thing that is dear 

f to 
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to man: ſevere loſſes all! from whichyou, 
like a guardian angel, have ſaved me.” 

* I cannot poſſibly comprehend you,” 
ſaid Mrs. Fermor. 

« No?” replied Sir Charles. What 
then did you mean, my dear Mrs. Fer- 
mor, by writing that admirable, that 
moſt ſenſible letter to the little hypocrite 
Miſs Bloom, when I was upon the very 
point of taking her for ever to my arms? 
—Oh ! you have ſaved me from deſtruc- 
tion.—But though I, perhaps, owe my 
eſcape in ſome meaſure to chance, as 
you, Madam, were the firſt cauſe of it, 
permit me to pay my moſt grateful and 
reſpectful acknowledgments to you.” 

Mrs. Fermor then recollecting what 
ſhe had written to Harriot, bluſhed, and 
no longer denied it. I cannot, how- 
ever,” continued ſhe, in any manner, 
account for your * it in your 
pocket.” 
< How 


— 
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« How I came by it,” ſaid he, I 
will preſently inform you : but though 
I muſt ever eſteem you for the charming 
ſentiments which you ſo generouſly en- 
deavoured to inſtil into the corrupt 


heart of that pretty little devil; had I 


not alſo, as I ſaid before, been indebted. 
to accident, how ſhould I have avoided 
the cruel ſnare which ſhe had ſpread for 
me ? You, my good friend, you kindly 
ſtrove to make her think and act in a 
rational manner, yet there is all the 
reaſon in the world to believe that ſhe 


was too ſtrongly intoxicated with the 


love of power and pleaſure to liſten to 
your excellent advice. What then would 
have become of me if I had married 
her?“ 

If you will give yourſelf time to 
conſider,” ſaid Mrs. Fermor, © you will, 
I believe, be convinced that I could not 
act otherwiſe than I did. The letter 

which 
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which Bell N apper put into my hands 


with her rival's, plainly diſcovered that 
ſhe had a deſign upon you herſelf: 
could I therefore, with tolerable prudence, 
ſend it to a man with whom J was but 
ſlightly acquainted ? Could I depend up- 
on the reality of Harriot's ſentiments ? 
So far from entertaining ſuch a ſuppoſiti- 
on, I very much, at this moment, queſ- 
tion the ſincerity of them. But ſuppoſ- 
ing them to have been the effuſions of 
her heart, could I expoſe the child of my 
friend to the loſs of ſo advantageous, ſo 
deſirable a match, merely upon receiving 
an account of her behaviour from her 
envious, her pretended friend? In ſuch 
a ſituation I could only endeavour to 
awaken in Harriot, a juſt notion of 
honour, rectitude, and tenderneſs, and 
to make her thoroughly aware of the 
manifeſt injury which ſhe was going to 


do, not only you but herſelf, —Ought I, 
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Sir Charles, continued ſhe, to have ex- 
poſed a poor weak girl, who, entirely for 
want of diſcretion, was hurrying to her 
ruin?“ 
I allow, my dear Mrs. Fermor,“ 
replied Sir Charles, that you have act- 
ed with the greateſt delicacy in an affair 
which neceſſarily required it; but give 
me leave to rejoice at my very ſeaſon- 
able deliverance which is ſtill owing to 
you, as your incomparable letter was 
the eventual cauſe of it.“ 
+ Do you, then, really believe,” ſaid 
Mrs. Fermor, that Harriot Bloom is 
ſo void of reaſon, ſo regardleſs of honour 
as ſhe appears to be? for my part, I 
once thought, I own, that her letter 
Might have been in a ludicrous ſtyle, on 
purpoſe to conceal her tenderneſs for 
you.” | | 
« For me!” exclaimed the Baronet, 
e tenderneſs for me ?-—no, no, my dear 
Madam, 
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Madam, ſhe is incapable of feeling it for 
any man.—lI will confeſs, indeed, that 


her extreme beauty dazzled me, and - 


that the dignity which ſhe. kept up, if I 
may properly call it ſo, awed me, and 
prevented me from harbouring any 


hopes of gaining her upon eaſier terms: 
but as I now am acquainted with her 


ſentiments, I would not accept of her 
even upon the eaſieſt, —Love, diſintereſt- 


ed love alone ſhall be the bait to lure. 


me. I thank Heaven, and you, Madam, 
for being, under Heaven, inſtrumental 
to my preſervation, and if I am ever 


ſo drawn in again, may I be deſerted - 


by Providence and you!“ 

I never was, I never will be a match- 
maker, Sir Charles,” ſaid Mrs. Fermor; 
« I feel, it is true, for this ſilly girl, but 
I cannot bring myſelf to ſay any thing 
in defence of her conduct till I am ſure 


ſne deſerves it.—!]s it not hard, however, 


to 


4% Tus RATIONAL LOVERS. 


to condemn her before ſhe has had a 
fair trial? poſſibly, when ſhe is convinced 
of her error, ſhe may mend.” 

„Fer letter, Madam, to Miſs Nap⸗ 
per,“ replied Sir Charles eagerly, can 
neither be defended nor excuſed.— 
What you wrote to her was in the 
higheſt degree judicious and perſuaſive, 

but, from a recollection of her manners, 
now my eyes are opened, I am pretty 
certain that ſne can never be either a 
ſuitable wife, or a deſirable miſtreſs for 
me. A woman deſtitute of tenderneſs 
cannot allure, much leſs fix an heart 
of ſenſibility, —We will, therefore, leave 
her to follow mobs own ſuggeſtions, be 
they good or bad. | - 

Sir Charles then rurned the converſa- 

| tion to other ſubjects, on all which Mrs. 
| Fermor acquitted herſelf to ſo much 
advantage, that, after having aſſured her 
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he had never ſpent an evening ſo agree- 
ably, he took his leave. 


The next morning, as ſoon as Mrs. 


Fermor had breakfaſted, her maid told 
her that there was a woman who appeared 
to be in a great deal of trouble, and 
begged to ſpeak with her. 


On being admitted, the poor woman 


came to the parlour door, and throwing 
herſelf directly upon her knees, cried, 
with a voice ſcarcely audible, < Oh 
Madam, ſave—for the love of n. 
ſave my huſband. A 

| Her ſighs and ſobs prevented all 
farther utterance. 

| Mrs. Fermor, having deſired her to 
riſe, took a ſurvey of her perſon, which, 
notwithſtanding the apparent ſeverity of 
her diftrets, ſeemed to be very beautiful: 
beautiful, in ſpite of her extreme lean- 


neſs, and death-like complexion, in ſpite 


of 
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of the rags and dirt with which ſhe was 
disfigured. 

In obedience to Mrs. F ermor's re- 
queſt ſhe roſe, and with a modeſt, down- 
caſt look, while tears ſtreamed faſt from 
her ſwelled eyes, intreated to be heard 
a moment, owning at the ſame time that 
ſhe hardly knew how to deliver what ſhe 
had to ſay, it was ſo affecting. | 
Mrs. Fermor, who was ſtruck with 
the beauty of her perſon, and who 
thought that there was ſomething un- 
common in her manner, ſomething, at 
leaſt, far ſuperior to the appearance which 
ſhe made, deſired her to fit down, and 
take time to recollect what he. had to 
communicate. 

„Oh! Madam,“ id the poor 
creature, with a heart plainly burſting 

with ſhame and grief, you are, I ſee, 
all goodneſs : it is that which chears me 


a little, and enables me to relate my 
ſad 
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fad fad ſtory,—But I dare not fit in your 
preſence, —I am not now worthy.—Oh'! 
Madam, I was not always the wretched 
creature you behold me. My father 
enjoyed a tolerable income; my mother 
was the beſt of women. I was their 


only daughter; they brought me up 


with all poſſible care and indulgence, and 
Ito make ſhort my ſtory—I can- 
not go on—returned all their indulgence 
and care by marrying a gentleman, a 
near neighbour, againſt their conſent, and 
without the approbation of his parents. 
I committed a great folly--I was guilty 
of a crime to prove diſobedient to ſuch 
kind friends who had my welfare ſo much 
at heart, though fortune had not furniſh- 
ed them with the means of providing for 
me.—But I have been juſtly puniſhed 
by all righteous Heaven.—My father 
could not ſpare any thing to promote 
my {ſettling in the world, and therefore, 

1100000 would 
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would have' perſuaded me to marry a 
rich merchant who had long liked me: 
but J could not prevail on myſelf to ſa- 
crifice inclination to duty. My favour- 
ed lover, at the fame time, utged me 
vehemently againſt what he called legal 
proſtitution. I was eaſily induced to be 
governed by his opinion, and eloped one 
night with him, when all the family were 
afleep. We were married the next day, 
and from that day he has treated me 
with the greateſt tenderneſs: but his 
father, a man with a handſome fortune, 
was ſo enraged at him for marrying 
againſt his inclination, that he turned him 
out of his houſe, and ſoon after, having 
diſinherited him, died. My huſband, 
| who was not deſigned to follow buſineſs 
by his father, had nor conſequently been 
brought up to any: he endeavoured 
however to procure employment, but 
met with ſo many, and ſuch various 
kinds 
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kinds of diſappointment, that, with the 


anxiety of his mind, occaſioned by his 
unſucceſsful endeayours, and the in- 
creaſe of our family (for we had in leſs 
than three years, three children) he was 
thrown into a ſevere 1lIneſs, during which 
ts though big with child, and being 


obliged to attend the reſt, young and 


helpleſs, laboured as well as I could to 
ſupply their neceſſities. 
My huſband had, during his ines, 
recovered ſo far as to be able to g⁰ 
abroad; but was ſtill in a weak and lan- 


guid condition, and ſo deeply in debt that 


it was next to impoſſible for him to 
think of extricating himſelf from his 
embarraſſments. The dreadful reflecti- 


ons on his deplorable ſituation, added to 


our domeſtic diſtreſs, for we had not 
a bit of bread to give to our almoſt 
famiſhed little ones, plunged him into 


1 and made him guilty. of an ac- 
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tion the recollection of which ſtabs me 
to the ſoul —Oh ! Madam,” continued 
ſhe, burſting again into an agony of 
tears, it was he, it was my huſband— 
that I ſhould live to ſay ſo !—the huſ- 
band on whom I doated ; whom, in ſpite 
of his atrocious crime, I muſt ſtill fondly 
love—oh! Madam, it was he—how 
ſhall 1 n ?—who robbed you yeſ- 
terday.” 
Here her articulation was ſuſpended 

by quick-heaving ſighs and flowing tears; 
but ſhe ſtill endeavoured, though depriv- 
ed of the powers of utterance, by up- 
lifted hands, and the moſt ſtriking marks 
of ſupplication, to ſolicit Mrs. F ermor 
to ſpare her huſband. 

Mrs. Fermor was ſo affected with the 
unhappy ſtranger's narrative that ſhe 
could not, without the greateſt difficulty, 
refrain from weeping, ſõ much was ſhe 


melted at it: touched with the tender- 
i e eſt 
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eſt compaſſion, ſhe. haſtened to relieve 
her. Putting a guinea into her hand, 


ſhe ſaid to her, Be comforted, go, 
provide bread for your children, and 
be aſſured that I will not appear againſt 
your huſband, whom you will, I hope, 


make ſenſible of the greatneſs of his 
crime, and prevail on him to turn his 


thoughts on ſome other method of gain- 
ing a proviſion for his family.— Nor let 
either him or you be over anxious, or 
driven to deſpondence: uſe all your honeſt 
efforts to acquire the neceſſaries of life, 
and - ſhould they even fail for a time, 
wait patiently, and truſt in that provi- 
dence who never abſolutely forſakes the 
virtuous.” | 1 
The poor woman, while Mrs. Fermor 
was thus ſpeaking, had again fallen on 
her knees, and was pouring forth the 


gratitude of her heart, when Sir Charles 


Leuſum entered the parlour. . 
D 3 He 
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He paſſed her, and addreſſing himſelf 
to Mrs. Fermor, told her, that he was 
now come to ſee how ſhe did after her 
fright, and to know if ſhe was ſtill re- 
ſolved not to proſecute the fellow. 
ee J am ftill in the ſame mind, Sir 
Charles,” ſaid ſhe, with regard to the 
proſecution of him, but if I had changed 
my reſolution, here,” pointing to the un- 
fortunate creature, who was almoſt dying 
with terror at what ſhe heard Sir Charles 
_ tay, © is a ſufficient apology for my con- 
duct. But go,” continued Mrs. Fer- 
mor to her, go to your huſband ; you 
may depend upon my promiſe.” 
The wretched petitioner. aroſe, and 
with uplifted hands and eyes, cried, as 
ſhe was going out of the room, May 
the merciful God of” err Pan 
n 
<« Behold here Sit, ſaid Mrs. Fermor, 
* as compallionable an object as I ever 
met 
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met with ; ſhe is the wife of the unhappy 
man whom you would perſuade me to 
ruin, and, in ſpite of his villany, ſtill 
loves him.— Tell me Sir Charles, can 
there be any ſorrow ſuperior to hers?“ 

Mrs. Fermor then related her ſtory to 
the Baronet, and had the ſatisfaction to 
ſee him much moved at it: ſo much 
indeed, that he immediately put five 
guineas into her hand, and begged her 
to convey them to the miſerable family. 

She praiſed his humanity in the higheſt 
terms, and intreated him, by the farther | 
exertion. of it, to procure the poor 
creature's releaſment. 

“ That I will do, immediately, re- 
plied he, but you muſt give me leave 
to call on you on my way home.“ 

She returned the money to him, which 
he had juſt given her, deſiring him to 
beſtow: it himſelf. 


9 
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He then left her for about a couple of 


hours. 


When he came back, he ſeemed to 
be in ſome emotion. © I never was ſo 
much affected,” ſaid he, © as at the 
meeting of theſe unhappy people, Who 
are, I verily believe, a worthy couple, 
ſtrange as thoſe expreſſions may ſound. 
Upon my ſoul, they drew tears from my 
eyes, andevery ſhilling out of my pocket: 
and yet be aſſured, Mrs. Fermor, it was 
not the deſcription of their ſevere po- - 
verty, nor the beauty of the poor miſer- 

able wife which ſtruck me ſo forcibly, as 
the affecting concern which ſhe expreſſed 
at her huſband's having been guilty of 
ſo criminal an action (which ſhe imputed 
entirely to his marrying her, and loading 
himſelf with a family; as he never was 
before, ſhe believed guilty of a baſe 
thought); and his humiliated penitence, 
begging her forgiveneſs as often as he 
implored 
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implored the pardon of Heaven, for 
having ſo cruelly deceived her. - You 
will love me no longer Molly,” cried he, 
with looks and ſighs, as if his heart 
was ready to break, now you know me 
ſo unworthy of you.— Oh! that I had 
died in my firſt moments of exiſtence, I 
ſhould not then haye become ſo deſpic- 
able a wretch in the eyes of the deareſt, 
Ekindeſt, beſt of women But I cannot 
repeat all that he uttered: no words 
can do juſtice to the pathetic ſcene. I have ; 
brought Madam, however, your watch 
and money — preſenting them to her — 
and 1 will make it my buſineſs to ſettle 
- theſe people in a way wha may mo 
them above temptation.” | 
Tou are juſtly entitled to more 
thanks from me Sir Charles,” ſaid Mrs. 
- Fermor, for that laſt reſolution, than 
for the trouble which you have Sen 
youſelf in recovering my property.” 


D 5 _ «<< And 
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d And I, Madam, am under more 1 
obligations to you than I can poſſibly 
diſcharge for the recovery of my ſenſes. 
J have written a few lines to the lady, 
and have brought them with me, that 
they may be favoured with your appro- 
bation, before J tranſmit them to her.“ 
e They are, 1 dare ſay, extremely 
proper,” replied the, at leaſt you are 
certainly the beſt judge of what you 
ought to think of Miſs Bloom, whoſe 
folly very much, 1 e excites my 
compaſſion.” ? ä 
a Ks juſt been witneſs to ſo 
ſtriking a proof of the goodneſs of your 
heart, Mrs. Fermor, ſaid Sir Charles, 1 
ought not, iadeed, to impeach yourjudg- 
ment, but I do not, I delcare, feel myſelf 
inclined to pity Miſs Bloom. How widely 
different has her behaviour been from 
that of the poor woman whom you have 
juſt relieved ! She, with beauty, when 
f | in 
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in its full luſtre equ | to Miſs Bloon? , 
free from pride, vanity, « or ambition, fol- 
lowed the dictates of a heart thoroughly 
ſuſceptible of the tender paſſion, and 
ventured to ruin herſelf, rather than to 
oppoſe the man ſhe loved : while, on the 
other hand, H arriot, not ſatisfled with 

a heart of which ſhe thought proper to 


accept only with a view to execute her 
own mercenary purpoſes, without A 


ſingle ſpark of affection, would, meer- 


ly to gratify her deſtructive paſſions to 
the moſt extravagant height, have ſa- 


crificed the pleaſure, peace, and honour 
of the man who loved her. Who, 
now, in your opinion, is the better 


woman ?” 

„But will you not make a little allow- 
ance for a woman's being particularly 
handſome ? It is barely poſſible for a fine 
young girl, followed, admired, and flat- 


tered, | to be totally free from vanity. 


D's e For 


66 Tax RATIONAL LOVERS. 
F or my part, I always make great allow- 
ances for young women in ſuch critical 
ſituations, and were I a man, I ſhould, 
think myſelf ' obliged to make ftill 
greater; becauſe I ſhould neceſſarily be 
conſcious that 1 contributed not a little 
to render them ſo by admiring and N 
plimenting them.“ 
Tou have a happy Bögl b in 
your ſentiments, Madam,“ replied Sir 
Charles, which elevates you above any 
of your ſex who have engaged "my at- 
tention.” 

- « If you really think fo, Sir Charles,” 
anſwered ſhe with a ſmile “you will be 
induced to ſoften your reſentment _— 
poor Harriot. 

« Upon my honour” ia he, ce ſhe 
is not worth it. Merely not to keep the 
girl in ſuſpence about me, I intend to 
diſpatch theſe lines, if you do not diſ- 
cover ſtrong marks of diſapprobation, 

Wn at 
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at the hearing of them.” He then took 
. the letter out of his pocket and read 1 it: 


To Mi BL O O M. 


MA DAM, | 
FTER the diſcovery which I have 
juſt made, moſt fortunately, of 
your ſentiments, you will not be, I ima- 
_ gine, ſurprized, if you never ſee, or 
hear again from, 
Your once devoted, 


Crantes Laveun, 


* What do you ſay to this laconic epiſtle, 
Mrs. Fermor?” continued he, perceiy- 
ing that ſhe was in a little reverie. 

“ have already,” replied ſne, „de- 
livered my thoughts very freely, Sir 
Charles. I feel for Harriot; but if 
you really do not intend to renew your 
addreſſes, you certainly act with honour 

| 0 
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to inform her at ace of your inten- 
tions.“ 

« ] thank you Madam,“ ſaid Sir 
Charles, I am flattered by every mark 
of your approbation; but methinks, 
that little impertinent queriſt Bell Nap- 
per ought to be puniſhed for being 
falſe to her friend; though, as I have 
been conſiderably benefited,” added he, 

by her infidelity, I mays 1 think, very 
juſtly ſpare her.“ 

Indeed, I think ſo,” Laid Mrs. Fer- 

mor; you may make yourſelf quite 
eaſy about them both, for they, like 
other criminals, will aſſuredly be puniſh- 
ed for the faults which they have com- 
mitted by the en of their own 
reflections.” 

1 bave ad to ſay, * uch to 
hear on that ſubject, replied Sir 
Charles, but time (looking at his 


6 will not permit me at preſent — 
You 
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Tou will give me leave to viſit you 
again?? 

A modeſt curtſey, as he e of the 
room, was all Mrs. Fermor's anſwer. 
He had not long been gone before 
| Miſs Napper knocked at the door. 

As Mrs. Fermor had reſol ved never to 
admit her again, ſhe had ordered her 
ſervants not to deny her, being very ſin- 
gular on ſuch occaſions in her adherence 
to truth, but to ſay that ſhe was engaged. 

That is impoſſible,” ſaid the young 
lady, trying to force her way in, © for I 

- juſt ſaw Sir Charles come out, and 1 
mut ſee her.” 

I cannot let you in, Madam,“ re- 
plied the maid. e to my mit 
treſs's orders“. 

* Go, then, and tell your miſtreſs . 
anſwered Miſs Napper, reddening with 
| indignation, © that I inſiſt upon having 
ROT een 
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the letter which I left with her on Mon- 
day.“ . 
The maid went in, and wok back 
word that Sir Charles Leuſum had got 
It, | 35 
This diſagreeable intelligence greatly 
tended to ſoften the features of the 
incenſed Miſs Napper, who replied, 


with a quite different tone, Well, well, 


let your miſtreſs know that I want vaſtly 
to ſee her, and deſire ſhe will let me 
know when ſhe is at leiſure.” | 
With thoſe words ſhe tripped away, 
fluſhed with hopes that her ingenious 
ſcheme would prove ſuccesful : though 
| ſhe ſcarce knew how to ſuppreſs her im- 
patience to hear an account of the pro- 
ceedings, and ſtill more eagerly longed 
to meet with the Baronet, muttering, as 
ſhe turned homewards, a number of 
ſatyrical ſpeeches againſt Mrs. Fermor's 
- formalities, —She told her favourite ſer- 
vant, 
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vant, while ſhe was dreſſing her, that if 
Mrs. Fermor had not been once married, 
ſhe could have ventured any wager that 
ſhe was an old maid, ſhe was ſo ridicu- 
louſly regular. 

Before Miſs Napper ain. the 
wiſhed-for ſummons to Mrs, Fermor's, 
Miſs Bloom, who had immediately miſſed 
her letters, and who, but too. rightly 
feared, that they were fallen into Sir 
Charles's hands, was mortified beyond 
_ expreſſion, though not ſurprized, at the 
receipt of his billet. : 

After having inveighed with the ut- 
moſt vehemence, both againſt Bell Nap- 
per for her treachery, and againſt Mrs. 
Fermor for her impertinent advice, the 
ill-timing of which had been ſo de- 
ſtructive to her hopes, ſhe determined to 


have no further connections with either 
of them, 


Catching 
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Catching a tranſient view of her face 
as ſhe paſſed the glaſs, ſhe received new 
ſpirits from the vivid glow of her com- 
plexion, ariſing from the flurry into 
which ſhe had been thrown by the be- 
haviour of a couple of inſignificant jeal- 
ous creatures, who could not yet hinder 
her from making her fortune while ſhe 
preſerved her charms in full luſtre, 
whoſe envy and prudery equally pro- 
voked her laughter and cotitempt 3 z n 
were her reflections. | | 
But though Harriot Bloom + was indif- 
ferent, Bell Napper ſtill continued to 
call on, and to ſend to Mrs. Fermor, 
without once getting admitt u ce, ho 


ever: to put an entire ſtop to her viſits, 


the ſervant was, indeed, ordered at-laſt 
to tell her, that Mrs. Fermor wot | 


e be engaged to her. 05 
Irritated almoſt to maadrieſs by 9 PA 
cifive a meſſage, ſhe ſcrupled not to abuſe 
that 


— 
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that lady wherever ſhe went; but as. ſhe 
was totally ignorant- of what ſhe faid, 
her imagination eaſily enabled her to 
| ſuppoſe that ſhe did not ſpeak very fa- 
vourably about her. To a perſon who 
deteſted the motives by which miſs Nap- 
per had been actuated, her ſociety. could 
not be very agreable, and as Mrs. Fer- 


mor was really that perſon, ſhe gave 


_ herſelf no farther trouble ann {0 
_ unworthy an object. | 


Mrs. Fermor, indeed, expected an 


- anſwer to her letter to Harriot, as ſhe had 
written to her out of pure, diſintereſted 
friendſhip, and merely to perſuade her 
to be wiſer and better, in order to be 
happier; but as no anſwer came, ſhe 
began to fear that ſhe had actually been 
miſtaken in her; and that her heart was 
not jo good as ſhe had imagined it to be. 
She, therefore, readily gave up her two 
young acquaintance, as the had ſhaken 


. off PS: 


— 
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off many of her old ones, and | betook 
herſelf to her books and her needle, her 
conſtant and never ne amuſe- 
ments. 

At the diſtance of b a hs 
from his firſt viſit, Sir Charles Leuſum 
came in one afternoon. He made a lit- 
tle apology for having been abſent ſo 
long, but excuſed himfelf by ſaying, 
that he had been in town ever ſince 
< he had the pleaſure of ſeeing her, and 
that his endeayours to procure ſome- 
< thing for Smith, (the unfortunate man 
ic who had, through the ſevereſt diſtreſs, 
& been fined to commit the above- 
“ mentioned robbery) had kept him 
© longer than he intended to ſtay, I 
cc have, however,” continued he, at 
& length, ſucceeded, and am going to 
“ ſend him and his family to North- 
« America. I am juſt come from him; 


„never did my heart feel higher tranſ- 
£6 port 


* 
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c port than at the ſatisfaction and gra- 
c titude which thoſe poor creatures 


<« expreſſed for the proviſion which I 
ec had endeavoured to make for them; 


and I own II could not reſt, my dear 


Mrs. Fermor, till I had given you the 
“ pleaſure your excellent heart will, I 


« am ſure, feel at being informed that 
_ < the penitent ſufferer is likely, through. 
your means, to be happy alder all his 


6 2 0 2 
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„ «© «% +4 


Y means, Sir Charles i * cried 
ſhe, ſurely I have done no- 


cc 


ec | 


wy thing at all in the affair: they owe 


every thing to your benevolence.” 


<« Indeed, indeed, but they owe it 


< to you, my dear Madam; for had 
* not you obſtinately perſiſted in declin- 
ing a proſecution, the poor creature 
* mn have been ready to ſwing ere 
„ now.” 

LI can take no merit to myſelf, Sir,” 

faid Mrs. Fermor, . for acting agreeably 
c to the dictates of humanity and com- 
<< paſſion: but you will be pleaſed to 


F remember, Sir Charles, that the ſight - 


by © of 


— — 


7 
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« of poor Mrs. Smith, her agonizing 


_ _ < diſtreſs, and the extreme beauty of her 


e perſon, moved you to relieve her.” 
I do not pretend, Mrs. Fermor,” 
replied he, © to be blind to beauty; 
© on the contrary, no man upon earth 
* admires it more; but if the unfortu- 
60 nate woman had been as ugly as a 
* witch, I think, I hope, I ſhould not 
have been leſs inclined to ſerve her.” 
I hope ſo too,” ſaid ſhe, laughing; 
„ but, why ſhould you apologize for 
« admiring a pretty woman? Beauty 
« was created to give pleaſure; and a 
4 proper admiration of it is certainly 
cc rather a virtue than a crime: the mo- 
« derate enjoyment of every bleſſing 
<«< ſent from Heaven is laudable in the 
« © higheſt degree.” 
Excellent moraliſt ! how I adore 
| < this doctrine, Mrs. Fermor ! but now 
ve are upon the ſubject, pray give 
f ä me 


cc 


cc 


ration, and when to ſtop?” 
Never ſo far as flattery,” - replied I 


ſhe; © never ſhould you encreaſe the va- 
1 


ce 
[49 
cc 
cc 
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you feel a tenderneſs for her when ſhe 


fine woman who'is either already mar- 
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me leave to aſk you, how far we are, 
in your opinion, to carry our admi- 


22 


nity, pride, or ſelf-conceit of any 
woman; never ſhould you, by utjult 
praiſes, and unneceſſary compliments, 
give a fine girl reaſon to believe that | 


is really an object of no conſequence 
in your eyes; for you cannot act more 41 
ungenerouſly, than by kindling a'paſ- 
ſion in an innocent gentle boſom, 
without the leaſt intention to return 
it: you are; -alſo, never to purſue a 


ried, or honoufably engaged. But as 

theſe rules, Sir Charles, are ſo obvi- A 
ous to every. man, who thinks at all, 
I am n Surprized that you ſhould apply 
'to me. © ought, indeed, to be more 
ſurprized at myſelf for expatiating ſo 
Vol. I. E. < mon 
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be much ypon what you were ſo vel ac- 


quainted with before. 5 
« You are infinitely agreeable,” gad 4 
he, with A lively accent, upon every 


« ſubject: : but Where are thoſe tender 
£ innocent boſoms I wonder? I have not 


« yet been happy enough to meet with 
one of them all the girls with whom 


« J have ever converſed have either been 
< looſe or mercenary ; perhaps both.“ 
AI am afraid, Sir Charles, that your | 
« diſappointments have been occaſioned 


by your making your advances to 


„ wrong objects. diſappointments Whieh 


% penetration might have prevented. 


a The man who wiſhes to find felicity 


in the married ſtate,” muſt not repair 
eto public places in ſearch of a wife. 
The girls who. exhibit themſelves at 


<« thoſe places ſeldom, Iwill not ſay never, 


are fit companions for a man of a do- 


- ICE: turn; ag bey are too fond, ge- 


185 © DOEALY, 
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„ nerally, of 'drefs, diverſion, and, in- 
„ deed, all kinds of diſſipation, and 
e too eager to be univerſally admired, 
<« ever to be content with home and a 
cc hufband's love. | 

Where then,” ſaid Sir Charles, are 
<< thoſe gentle innocents to be found?” ? 
In ſober families, privately educated - 
„ under the care of prudent fathers and 
“ uncles, and inſtructed by exemplary 

* mothers and aunts, who, by firſt mak- 
ing them ſenfible that they are their 
« beſſt and only friends, win their affecti- 
4 ons by the mild indulgence of their 
for thoſe pleaſures, which, though 
+ they may not make a rapid progreſs 
“ in a young heart, may, by proper 
management, make a deſirable and 
ͤjaſting impreſſion on it.“ 

While Mrs. Fermor delivered the 
above ſpeech, Sir Charles ſurveyed her 

. with 
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with a fixed attention. Never had ſhe 
appeared to him ſo thoroughly agree- 
able : ſhe was at work, and the poſition 
of her arm, with the regular movement 
of her fingers, diſcovered the beauties of 
that arm to the greateſt advantage: her 
eyes, alſo, vivid and full of expreſſion, be- 
ing frequently called off from her needle, 
in order to add energy to her words, 
not a little contributed to a Te her 
perſonal attractions. 5 * 
When ſhe pauſed, How amiable 
% are your ſentiments !” cried he, in a 
voice ſoftened with pleaſure ; * how 
«juſt are your ideas of happineſs! 
What a bleſſing would a companion 
“ for life be, formed upon ſo rational a 
plan!“ Here he ſtoppet. 
She, attentive to her ſewing, neither 
regarded his looks, nor ſcarce heard 
what he ſaid.—She had heard enough, 
| however, 
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however, to know that j* Aid not re- 
quire an immediate reply, at leaſt. 
Sir Charles, as he was diſcovering 
charms which he had never obſerved be- 
fore, was ſilent, that he might take a 
more deliberate view of then. 
Finding that he did not ſpeak, ſhe 
again raiſed her eyes up to him, and 

caught him much nearer to her than ſhe 
| imagined him to be, gazing on her in a 

manner very different from that in which 
he had uſually beheld her: but as ſhe 
was not in the leaſt touched by the cloſe- 
neſs 'of his inſpecting attitude, ſhe ap- 
plied herſelf to her needle. 
At that moment, gently ſeizing her 
hand, << Theſe fingers,” ſaid he, eig 
his eyes on a harpſichord which ſtood 
in the room, © are not always thus em- 
e ployed—do they not ſometimes de- 
light the ear, as well as charm the 
22 « eye 2 
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cc 


cc 


eye? and may I not hope to be en- 
tertained by them?” _ 
Indeed,“ faid ſhe; ſmiling, . hole 


withdrawing her hand, © if you expect 


cc 


cc 
= 
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cc 


any entertainment of that kind, you 
will be heavily diſappointed. I love 
muſick extremely ; it helps to diyert 
my lonely hours, but I am not capa- 
ble of giving pleaſure as a performer 
to any creature except myſelf. —] 
even play ſo execrably, that my little 
Fido (looking at her dog that lay 
aſleep at her feet) cannot bear to hear 


me; always expreſſing his diſlike, 


either by leaving the room, or whin- 
ing out his diſcontent at m diſmal 


execution.“ 


am not en 0 to FORD upon 


Fido's judgment,” replied Sir Charles, 
my dear Mrs. Fermor; I beg that J 
may judge for myſelf.” 


cc As 
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As I hate all affectation,“ ſaid ſhe, 

< riſing immediately, and going to the 
e inftrument, I will convince you in a 
moment, that the poor animal has an 
« exceeding good ear.“ 

She fat down, and played with exqui- 
ſite eaſe and taſte a concerto of Giardi- 
ni's, while the little beaft grunted his 
diſapprobation, and the baronet expreſſ- 


ed his acknowledgments for the pleaſure 


which ſhe had given him in the moſt 
elegant terms: and, to prove the ſince- 
rity of his expreſſions, he earneſtly i 
treated her to favour him with another 


He was ſo earneſt in his intreaties that 


ſhe chearfully complied with them, tell- 


ing him, however, that ſhe had ſome 


work upon her hands which required 
diſpatch, and could hardly forgive him 
for detaining her from it, in order to 
employ her about what would not make 


E 4 her 
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her appear in an advantageous light.— 
Don't attempt to addreſs any fine 
« ſpeeches to me, Sir Charles,” conti- 
nued ſhe, ſeeing him look at her with 
pleaſure, © I am not at all ſatisfied with 
« my playing, and your encomiums will 
not tend to render me more ſo.“ 
Tou have, then, no opinion of my 
< taſte in muſick,“ ſaid he gravely, fix- 
ing his eyes on her“ nor in any thing 
<« elſe, I fear.” An half-ſuppreſſed ſigh 
hindered him from W 
was ſilent. 
She then took up her works and hear- 
ing the clock ſtrike, It is nine, Sir 
Charles, ſaid ſhe, * an hour at which 
„ always retire.” 
He roſe immediately; begged dd 
for intruding upon her time, and took 
his leave, with his mind more agitated 
by his evening's entertainment than he 
thought it would have been. In his 
1 way 


Oe 1 
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way home, and on his arrival there, 
Mrs. Fermor engroſſed all his attention: 


the melody of her voice, the animated 


motion of her eyes, and the good ſenſe 
which ſne delivered, all made too ſtrong 
an impreſſion upon his imagination to be 
eaſily expunged: and while he was un- 


der the power of that impreſſion, he felt 


himſelf ſtrongly diſpoſed to pronounce 
her the moſt unlike. any woman with 
whom he had ever converſed, and the 
moſt pleaſing of her ſex. 

What then ſhould prevent me from 


ce fitting down contented with this ſen- 
5 


* 


“ indeed, a beauty, nor is ſhe a girl; 
ce but ſhe is very attractive; and with 
<« regard to intellectual charms, ſhe is 
« ſuperior to all the women whom 1 
„ have ever met with: as to youth, ſhe 
« is young enough, as ſhe is agreeable.” 

| E 5 With 


ſible, amiable creature? ſhe is not 
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With this determination he reſigned | 


himſelf to the ſweets of ſleep. 


While he formed a thouſand pleaſing 
ſchemes, he, at the ſame time, however, 
thought that there was no occaſion for 
any hurry in his movements. He had 


been once deceived ;. he was therefore 


reſolved to take time, and thoroughly 


ſcrutinize into Mrs. Fermor's conduct, 


before he ſuffered himſelf to be too much 
enamoured with her.—He was under no 
apprehenſions of loſing her, as ſhe was 
neither of an age, nor had a perſon ſo 
ſtriking as to draw a number of ad- 
mirers: beſides, her retired life would, 

he imagined, exclude any alarms about 
rivals, and as he was pretty well aſſured 
that ſuch a fine young fellow, (without 


vanity he could not but be conſcious 


that he was ſo reckoned) would at any 
time be received-with pleaſure, he made 


himſelf perfectly eaſy, and renewed his- 
viſit 
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viſit the next morning with all the ſelf- 
ſatisfaction imaginable. _ 

Mrs. Fermor received him with 
rather more reſerve than ſhe had done 
the preceding evening—for as ſoon as 
he had quitted her houſe, upon her 
telling him it was nine o'clock, her maid 
brought in a fine brace of pheaſants 
which Sir Charles's ſervant had deſired 
her not to carry to her miſtreſs till his 
maſter was gone. 

Mis. Fermor, therefore, 10 was not 

fond of being under obligations to any 
body, thanked him in a manner which 
ſhewed that ſhe would have been as well 
pleaſed if he had not preſented the birds 
to her. | 

Sir Charles 1 ſaw the + 
with which ſhe received him, and be. 
ing willing to obviate any objection 
which ſhe might make to his civilities, 
told her, that the obligations under which 
E 6 the | 


82 Tur RATIONAL LOVERS. 


With this determination he e - 
himſelf to the ſweets of ſleep. „ 
While he formed a thouſand pleaſing 
ſchemes, he, at the ſame time, however, 
thought that there was no occaſion for 
any hurry in his movements. He had 
been once deceived; he was therefore 
reſolved to take time, and thoroughly 
ſcrutinize into Mrs. Fermor's conduct, 
before he ſuffered himſelf to be too much 
enamoured with her. He was under no 
apprehenſions of loſing her, as ſhe was 
neither of an age, nor had a perſon ſo 
ſtriking as to draw a number of ad- 
mirers: beſides, her retired life would, 
he imagined, exclude any alarms about 
rivals, and as he was pretty well aſſured 
that ſuch a fine young fellow, (without 
vanity he could not but be conſcious 
that he was ſo reckoned) would at any 
time be received with pleaſure, he made 


himſelf perfectly eaſy, and renewed his 
viſit 
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vifit the next morning with all the ſelf- 
ſatisfaction imaginable. _ | 
Mrs. Fermor received him 8 
rather more reſerve than ſne had done 
the preceding evening for as ſoon as 
he had quitted her houſe, upon her 
telling him it was nine o clock, her maid 
brought in a fine brace of pheaſants 
which Sir Charles's ſervant had deſired 


her not to carry to her miſtreſs till his 


maſter was gone. 
Mrs. Fermor, therefore, 310 was not 
fond of being under obligations to any 
body, thanked him in a manner which 
fhewed that ſhe would have been as well 
_ pleaſed if he had not preſented * birds 

to her. | 
Sir Charles preſently ſaw the 3 
with which ſhe received him, and be- 
ing willing to obviate any objection 
which ſhe might make to his civilities, 
told her, that the obligations under which 
E 6 | 


ſhe. 
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ſhe. had laid him, dy being the cauſe of 
his deliverance from Hatriot Bloom, 
could never be cancelled by ſuch trifles, 
of which, he hoped, however, that ſhe 
would accept, till it was in his power to 
be grateful with a better grace. | 
Fou owe me nothing,” ſaid the, 
gravely, © but if you imagined that you 
** was indebted to me, I am over paid 
hy the proviſion which you have made 
„ for poor Smith and his unfortunate 
* family; as I was quite incapacitated, 
« by my ſituation in life, from doing 
« what I wiſhed to do for them.” 
So god-like a diſpoſition,” replied 
Sir Charles, © which, regardleſs of it- 
« ſelf, ſeeks only to promote the good 
= of others, deſerves a more enlarged 
power of conferring benefits ; make 
me, therefore, madam, as far as my 
& fortune and influence can extend, ſub- 


5 ſervient to thoſe noble purpoſes.” 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Fermor's reply was a graceful 
motion of her head; and ſhe gave an 
inſtantaneous turn to the converſation. 


From that day his viſits were very 
frequent; and as he contrived to drop 


in, as if quite accidentally, ſometimes 


at one hour, ſometimes at another, he 


ſoon found out her ſtyle of living. 

As ſhe had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
his having any deſign by his irregular 
calls on her, he found her always neat, 
though plain, and dreſſed with an un- 
ftudied elegance : ſometimes at her 
harpſichord, often reading, but moſt 
commonly at her work. If ſhe was not 


ſo employed with her needle, at his en- 
trance ſhe generally took it up ſoon af- 


terwards, ſaying, © There is no excuſe 
« for idleneſs.“ 

Her converſation was eaſy, ſenſible, 
and polite; yet did ſhe never, by too 
ſtrict an adherence to politeneſs, make 

1 the 
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the lighteſt deviation from truth, which 
governed all her words, and directed all 
her actions; nor did her politeneſs pre- 
vent her from diſcovering the difference 
of her opinion from that of Sir Charles: 
ſhe very freely diſcloſed her ſentiments 
when they were demanded; but though 
ſne diſcloſed her ſentiments with ſpirit, 
there was a modeſty and delicacy in the 
delivery of them which charmed and 
convinced at the ſame time, and increaſ- 
ed the felicity which he found in her 
company to ſuch a degree, that he never 
was ſo well pleaſed as when he was con- 
verſing with her. +4 
As to her, ſhe looked upon od in 
the light in which he had appeared to 
her from her firſt acquaintance with 
him, as a fine young fellow, poſſeſſed 
of an improvable capacity, but as a man 
who was very much attached to the ſyſ- 
tems favoured 125 the faſhionable world. 
—How, 
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Ho, indeed, could it be ſuppoſed, 
that he ſhould be attached to any other? 
— He was good-natured, generous and 
benevolent ; not unwilling to confeſs his 
errors, but, from the natural warmth of 
his conſtitution, and from his youthful 
impetuoſity, not always able to correct 
= 

Mrs. Fermor ee add it 
ſomewhat odd that he ſhould come ſo 
often, and fit two or three hours with 
her; but ſhe imagined that he did not 
very well know what to do with himſelf 
while he ſtaid in the country, as there 
were but few converſible men near them, 
and thoſe few in a ſtyle of life quite dif- 
ferent from his: and as he had more. 
than once mentioned that he was mak 
ing ſome alterations in his houſe and 
gardens, ſhe ſuppoſed that a delire to 
ſee how his improvements went on arg- 
ed him to be down at Leuſum-Manor, 
\ 1 (ſo 
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(fo was his ſeat called) at a ſeaſon 
when the majority of men of his age 
and fortune were enjoying the pleaſures 
of London: not in the leaſt conjectur- 
ing that he beſtowed a thought upon 
her, but while he was with her, when 
ever her oppoſition to ſome of his dar- 


ling ſentiments ſeemed to divert him, 
his going or ſtaying was conſidered as a 


thing of no importance to her. —She 
was, 'tis true, amuſed with his conver- 
ſation, which was undoubtedly very en- 
tertaining : to render it ſtill more ſo, he 

furniſhed her with all the new books 

proper for her peruſal as ſoon as they 
were publiſhed, by aſking her opinion 
concerning which, and by. giving his 
own, perpecual chat was carried on in the 
moſt chearleſs part of the year, when the 
country afforded very little, if any, di- 


erſion. 


He, 
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He, one afternoon, brought ſome vo- 
lumes to her, on which he was ſo ex- 
tremely eager to hear her ſentiments, 
that he begged her to enter upon the 
reading of them as ſoon as he left her; 
adding, that he would ſhorten his viſit 
for that purpoſe. 16 | 
_. 4. Your going away earlier hag 2 


8 al, ” ſaid ſhe with a ſmile, will, be 


s altogether unneceſſary, for I have 


« ſomne work here which 1 cannot leave 


< till I have finiſhed.” 

» * Surely,” replied he, your work 
cannot be of ſuch prodigious conſe- 
« quence, as you have no family: your 
Women ſervants. might, I 1 ne, do 
'« that for you. 


oo. They do as much, = Gin ſhe, 00 as 


I require of them, and are fully em- 
* ployed; as I, aſſiſted by them, make 
nes © ee part of my dreſs and fur- 

niture 
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«© niture at home. But I arm not now 
« working for myſelf.” 
No?!” replied Sir Chartes, 4 lictle 
ſurprized, as he had never ſeen any 
body at her houſe, © Pray who among 
your . neighbours is deſerving of ſo 
cc great a compliment? 
I do not know,” faid mie, « Mo. 
ther my preſent induſtry will be {6 
< meritorious, for I am making baby- 
„ cloaths for the wife of a poor man, 
e who has already eight children; they 
„ have always been very induſtrious 
< people, and maintained themſelves 
« comfortably, till the high price of 
« proviſions, and the rapid progreſs of 
< a malignant fever through the family, 
4 rendered them almoſt incapable of 
< procuring a fubſiſtence: to increaſe 
« their domeſtic diſtreſs the poor woman 
js ready to lie-in, and having no cloaths 


for the child, nor any leiſure to make 
„them, 


— 
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te them, I have undertaken to provide 
2 them for her. I muſt, therefore, loſe 
% no time, as I was not informed of her 
5.6 pombe ſituation till. the day before 
. ei eee 

Sir Charles, aſtoniſhed at her chari- 


table induſtry, lifted up his hands and 


eyes, and ſaid, Well, though you are 
e ſo good as to work for this indigent 
* neighbour of yours, ſhall. you not, as 
you have, I know, a taſte for litera- 
c ture, be glad, when you haye n 
« to peruſe theſe volumes??? 
_  *. Certainly, ” ſaid ſhe, nd if the 
« work. was for myſelf, I would lay it 
e aſide immediately: but I had rather 
*« deprive myſelf of a preſent ſatisfaction 
than diſappoint the ** e in 
* affliction,” . . 

Excellent creature!” a he 
to himſelf, © where is thy equal? Come, 
80 < Mrs. F ermor,” added he, aloud, * as 


60 you 
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you well deſerve to be rewarded for the 
4 trouble you are . merely to pro- 
% mote the happineſs of a fellow- crea- 
ture, give me leave to read to you 


cc till you are at leiſure to receive the 


« books into your own hands.” She 


told him that he would oblige her by ſo 


doing, if he read well. 
Fou ſhall judge,“ opts he laugh- | 


ing, © and correct me when I am wrong.” 


Why to tell you the truth, Sir 


40 Charles,” ſaid ſhe, © I never feel more 


« difagreeable ſenſations than when I 
&« hear people mutter out a parcel” of 


80 words, without paying the leaſt at- 


te tention to expreſſion, or endeavour- 


2 ing to 4s Juſtice to the: gael s mean- 
* ing.” pi > e | 


« You Pots made a very Judicious 
<«. obſervation, my dear Mrs. Fermor, 
ſaid he, taking up the book: and con- 


vinced her in a few moments, that in 
harmonious 
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harmonious elocution and emphatical pro- 


priety no man excelled him: he was parti- 
cularlypleaſing andmaſterly in thoſe places 


where a variation of the voice was neceſ- 
ſary to render the ſenſe more ſtriking. 
She thanked him for the entertainment 
which he had afforded her, in terms which 
gave him a pleaſure far ſuperior to that 


he had juſt communicated to her, as he 


was deeply intereſted in becoming every 
Way. agreeable. to her, 
Before he quitted her, however, for 
the evening, he made a minute enquiry 
after the poor woman for whom ſhe had 
been ſo humanely employed ; and fixing 
her name in his ro d bade her 
adieu. 

Before ſhe 2 him again, both the 
man and woman came and thanked her 
for; having recommended them to Sir 


Charles Leuſum, who had, the former 


told her, ſent for him, given him a couple 
7 th of 
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of guineas, adding that he would allow 
him half a crown a week while his chil. 
dren were too young to earn any money, 
if he would bring them up to be induſtri- 
ous: when they were able to bo uſeful to 
him. 90 
« Oh!he is nee mad 
continued the honeſt fellow; . but it is 
« owing to your goodneſs, Heaven bleſs 
& you both. e i ei ib b. 
Mrs. Fermor turned en her face to 
hide- the emotion which” the _ 
creature had excited in her breaſt; 
. When ſhe ſaw Sir Charles again, the 
expreſſed the greateſt pleaſure at the 
moſt reaſonable exertion of his huma- 
| nity. I am not only exceedingly glad, 1 
eontinued ſne, that yeu have been ſo 
«© very kind to thoſe neceſſitous people, 
e but that you have acted ſo judiciouſiy 
« in the limitation of your bounty. Had 
ws "ys not guarded: it with ſuch proper 


hy < reſtrictions, 
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rxeſtrictions, they migh have, perhaps, 
“ been inclined to bring up their chil- 
« dren in idleneſs, depending _ your 
regular aſſiſtance.” 

© Fam quite happy, madam,” faid 
Sir Charles, when 1 do any thing 
* which. merits your approbation: but 
<« permit me, Mrs. Fermor, to ſay, 
that if theſe people are ſo little diſ- 
e poſed to induſtry, as to ſlacken it, 


on receiving an unexpected ſupply, 


<< they are not pon: ne hows our 
e beneyolence.” | | |. 
© Can you, then,” ceplied * 66 0 


1 are ſurrounded with all that affluence 


4. can. beſtow, indulge eygry idle wiſh, 
*/ apd make no allowance for che wants 
* of your needy neighbours? Are we 


c“ not all born liable to the ſame paſ- 


& ſions, expoſed to the ſeductions of 


* pleaſure, and tg the allurements of 


62 ee! We are very ready to excyl- 
<< pate 


| 
| 0 


ce 
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CC 


pate ourſelves from the errors into 


which we are led by thoſe allurements 
and ſeductions; we, who have en- 


c“ joyed the advantages of a liberal edu- 


ee 


ce 


cation: how much more ready ſhould 
we be to pardon the frailties of our 


e fellow-beings in the lower claſſes of 


cc 


the opulent part of mankind. “ 


life, deſtitute of ſuch advantages; 


ſlightly inſtructed, if inſtructed at all, 


. who conſequently cannot ſee things 
in the light which we behold them, 


and who, meeting with many hard- 
ſhips, alleviated by few, if any, ' plea- 


ſurable gratifications, - are glad to 


ſnatch every opportunity to gain a 


ſhort reſpite from their daily labours, 
* as they can never expect to obtain the 


indulgencies within the reach only of 


2 


„ There is much juſtneſs of reaſon- 


cc 


ing in what you have ſaid,“ replied 


he, but a truly induſtrious man, who 


mY is 


K 
qe 


cc 


.CC 


cc. 
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is deſirous of providing for his fa- 
mily, ſhould place all his happineſs 


in that family, making his proviſion 
for it not only his chief care, but his 
principal pleaſure ; ſuch a man wou'd, 
I ſhould imagine, if he had more than 


was juſt requiſite for a ſubſiſtence, be 


aſſiduous to lay it up, and to improve 
it for the benefit of his family. alto; 
* And ſuppoſe he did,” ſaid ſhe, © his 
conduct would be commendable, but 


ſociety, perhaps, might not be bene- 


fited by a ſimilar conduct among peo- 
ple in ſimilar tations ; for were all 
the poor as frugal as you would have 
them, they would ſoon acquire a con- 
tempt for the ſervile offices in which 
they were at firſt engaged, and no- 


body would be left ro do the common 


drudgery of the world. No, Sir 
Charles,” continued ſhe, *< ſtrongly 


as I am inclined to relieve the indi- 
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cc 


cc 


gent in times of ſcarcity and ſickneſs, 
and when they are overburthened with 
a large family, yet J am not for ſuf- 
fering them to riſe above the ſphere 
in n which Providence has placed them; 3 
breaks forth, and delerves, by his 7% 
perior powers, to be thrown into a 
higher claſs: ſuch a man will always, 
J think, be entitled to particular no- 
tice and encouragement.” 


Jou think 5 juſtly about « every 


| thing, madam,” replied he, that 1 


never leave you un- Improved. I ſome- 
times, I confeſs, oppoſe you merely 
becauſe I receive exquiſite Pleafure 


from the agreeable and ſpirited man- 


ner in which you plauſibly defend 
your opinions.” 

« A truce to your compliments, if 
you pleaſe, Sir Charles,” ſaid ſhe, or 


you will drive me to my harpfichord; 
ic to 
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« to which I always repair when I wiſh 
* not to hear or to think of any thing 
* which may be diſagreeable to me.“ 
I could with,” rephed he, with a 
tender movement of his-eyes, © that you 
« may never be driven there on that 
account by me, as much as I admire 
66 your playing; but, indeed, Mrs. Fer- 
« mor, ſince I have had the pleaſure 
<« of being acquainted with you, I have 
« found ſo much reaſon in every thing 
« you have ſaid, that you muſt not ex- 
«© pect me to confine my admiration of 
« your ſentiments wholly within my 
% own boſom. I have already, I flatter 
% myſelf, conſiderably profited by many 
„ of them, and IJ, at this moment, 
«Jong to aſk your advice upon a ſub- 
« ject with which I am aſhamed to trou- 
„ ble you. But why ſhould 1 make 
_<« apologies to you who delight in doing 
„good; and conſequently cannot, I 
FF: „hope, 


3 
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« hope, be diſinclined to aſſiſt me in the 
“regulation of ſome domeſtic affairs, 
*« which fall more immediately under 
„the inſpeCtion of a lady.” 

She ſmiled, and told him, that ſhe 
ſhould be very ready to do any ſervice 

in her power. 
Ne then informed her, that by having 
been lately very much down at the 
manor, he had more leiſure than uſual 
to examine the ſituation of his houſhold, 
and had diſcovered a conſpiracy among 
his ſervants to impoſe upon him in a 
manner too groſs, -too glaring to be en- 
dured : adding, that having allowed ſo 
much annually for the family-expences, 


1. we had reaſon to be particularly diſſatis- 


fied with the ſuperintendance of his 
houſekeeper, whom he was determined 
to diſmiſs from his ſervice, and being at a 
loſs to ſupply her place properly, begged 
that ſne would recommend one to him. 

| Vn. 
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Mrs Fermor, after having pauſed a 
moment, ſaid, I have had ſo little 
commerce with the world lately, that 
„] am really not acquainted with any 
« perſon capable of ſetting out a table 
in the modern taſte.” 

“ Such a perſon,” ſaid he, © is by no 
means neceſſary: ſobriety, integrity, 

and an attachment to me, are the 
principal qualifications I deſire,” 
I have ſome reaſon, then, to be- 

lieve,“ replied ſhe, © that I can be 
_ .* ſeryiceable to you, if the perſon whom 
] have in my eye has not diſpoſed of 

herſelf ſince I ſaw her. 
Accordingly, the next day, ſhe ſear 
for Mrs, Loyd, who had been reduced 
to the neceſſity of going out into the 
world, by the extravagance of a worth- 
leſs huſband, by whom ſhe was left in a 
diſtreſsful condition : ſhe was gone home 
to her father, who was a farmer; but, 
| F 3 though 
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though he was in a flouriſhing way, he 
was not willing, as he had other children, 
to do any thing for her. 

As Mrs. Fermor bad known Mrs. 
Loyd ſome years, and had been witneſs 
to the prudence with which ſhe con- 
ducted herſelf while ſhe lived with her 
huſband, ſhe could venture to recom- 
mend her for honeſty, but told Sir 
Charles, that ſhe was afraid he would 
neither like her age, nor the plainneſs 
of her manners, being turned of forty, 
and not at all engaging in her rann 

nor poliſhed in her language. 161 1% 
My dear Mrs. Fermor, cried Sir 
Charles, laughing, © ſo much the bet- 
© ter: did you imagine that I wanted 
« either a miſtreſs or à companion in 
« this neceſſary gentlewoman ? No, I 
only want a faithful and careful 
creature to en my affairs, as 

there 
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„there will be no occaſion, when I |} 
+, marry, to give my wife that trouble.” 
Mrs. Loyd was, therefpre, received 
by him with much ſatisfaction: ſhe ac- 
cepted of the place with the moſt grate- - 
ful thanks to Mrs. Fermor, and entered 
upon it with a ſincere determination to 
do her duty with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs. 
Sir Charles in a very ſhort. time was 
ſo well pleaſed with his new houle- b 
keeper, that he repeated his acknow- | 
ledgments to Mrs. Fermor, and called 
ner his beſt, his only friend; but upon 
deſiring to expreſs the more forcibly his : 
ſenſe of the ſervice ſhe had done him, 1 
by making her ſome genteel preſents, 
things which ſhe could not eaſily pur- 
chaſe in that part of the country, ſup- 
poſing her fortune would have allowed 
her ſuch indulgencies, ſhe told him, if he 
perſiſted in treating her in that manner, 
ſhe would give herſelf no farther con- 
F 4 | cern 
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cern either about him or his affairs: 
adding, that if ſne had been in any 


ſhape uſeful to him, he had amply re- 
turned the compliment by his benevo- 


lence, and that there was, cherefore, 


nothing due to her. 

This behaviour, and indeed every 
part of her carriage, made her become 
every hour more and more agreeable to 


him: he ſaw every thing about her to 


excite his admiration, nothing to pro- 


voke his diſlike; As he was, however, 


reſolved to be cautious, he took an op- 
portunity one day to ſpeak of her to 


£ 


Loyd as a very ſenſible agreeable woman, 


and to hint his ſurpriſe, that ſuch a wo- 
man could live ſo retired. . | 
Mrs: Loyd who doated on he? 1. 


nefactreſs, was loud in her praiſe; de- 


*claring, that ſne had known her from a 
child; that if there was ever a good 


creature in the world, ſhe was the per- 
ſon: 
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ſon : that, as to her living retired, ſhe 
believed ſhe had ſeen company enough 
in her huſband's time to tire her; but 
that ſhe imagined ſhe chiefly lived ſo 
much by herſelf, becauſe ſhe was nice 
in her acquaintance, and becauſe very 
few people ſuited her. 

Sir Charles learnt alſo, that Mr. Fer- 
mor was a gentleman who had ſpent the 


bulk of his fortune, but had left her 


all in his power. That all he found was 
very inconſiderable, though Mrs. Fer- 
mor, as ſhe was an excellent œconomiſt, 
not only made it ſufficient for the diſ- 
burſements of her family expences, but 
contrived alſo to aſſiſt moe people into 
the bargain. 
IF Sir Charles was a highly pleaſed — 
Mrs. Fermor before, he was certainly 
not leſs ſo after having heard an account 
which did her ſo much honour. Find- 
ing himſelf every hour more and more 
F 5 charmed 
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charmed with her company, and leſs 
able to be happy without it, he deter- 
mined to give a looſe to his ſentiments 
in her favour, and no longer to conceal 
_ his deſign, when a favorable moment 
arrived for the diſoloſure of it. 
As he concluded that he could not 
be poſſibly rejected, having a ſtrong 
notion that he was an irreſiſtible object; 
there was an eaſe in his behaviour, and 
a freedom in his manners which diſtin- 
guiſhed him from the awkward tribe of 
timorous lovers. He was not deficient 
in any point of reſpect, but neither did 
he diſcover the ſlighteſt ſigns of timidity. 
Mrs. Fermor, who had by this time 
been accuſtomed to ſee him in all ſorts of 
humours, and to ſee him moſt commonly 
in all forts agreeable; and who had not the 
ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of his appearing in the 
character of a lover to her, was entirely 


off her guard, and i in no way prepared to 
withſtand 


Taz RATIONAL LOVERS. 107- 


withſtand the attack. Which He meditat- 
20 againſt her heart. 

Without being r perſuaded 
that he ſhould-poſles the heart f the 
lady whom he deſigned for his wife, Sir 
Charles was reſolved not to marry upon 
any terms; and very rightly conſider- 
ing that Mrs. Fermor could not be in- 
fluenced by the ſame motives to deceive- 
him which directed the conduct of Miſs 
Bloom, he gave himſelf up to the plea- 
ſure which he ſhould ſhortly experience 
by being indiſſolubly united to her. 
He was now perpetually at Mrs. Fer- 
mor's, that is, at the accuſtomed hours. 
He read to her while ſne worked, when- 
ever his reading to her ſeemed to give 
her pleaſure. He walked with her in 
her little garden, when the weather 
would: permit, and aſſiſted her in the 
diſpoſition of her flowers, of which ſhe 
was an extravagant admirer: he follow- 

| F 6 ed. 
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ed her to her poultry, beheld thoſe birds 
with rapture which ſhe diſtinguiſhed 
as her favourites, and fed them with 
his own hand: his regard was alſo ex- 
tended to her faithful Fido, whom he 
taught to fondle him with ſo much ſuc- 
"ceſs, that the pretty animal ſhewed a 
ſingular ſatisfaction at his approach, diſ- 
tinguiſhed his entrance by a particular 
noiſe, and by jumping up into the lap 
of his miſtreſs to tell her who was com- 
ing. 

Fir Charles now almoſt always drew 
his chair near Mrs. Fermor's, leaned 
upon the back of it, gazed tenderly on 
- her while ſhe was buſy with her needle, 

and hung over her, enamoured, when- 
ever the ſat down to her harpſichord. 
When ſhe roſe to fetch any thing, 
though naturally indolent, he was up in 
an inſtant, in order to reach it for her: 

and in giving to, or receiving any thing 
5 c from 
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from her, contrived to touch her hand, 
at the ſame time carefully examining her 
face to ſee. if his preſſure occaſioned 
an emotion; but as ſhe really felt no 
emotion, there was no variation in her 
features, nor change in her behaviour. 
She had not, indeed, for a great while, 
the leaſt idea of his deſigns, as ſhe 
imagined herſelf to be the laſt perſon 
for whom he would be ſuſceptible of 
any tender ſenſations : but though ſhe 
felt no particular ſenſations, he was in a 
far more agitated ſtate, for he really 
loved her, and, therefore, every touch 
added freſh fuel to the flame which be- 
gan to be hardly ſupportable. 
Often did he catch her hand, preſs it 
gently, and long to carry it to his lips; 
but he was fearful of offending her : 
for whenever he ſnatched it, the always 
drew it back directly; not that ſhe gueſſ- 
ed his meaning, ſhe only attributed his 
| behaviour 
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' + behaviour to a habit which he had con- 


. AL ae He Ren 
* ra 


1 tracted by converſing perpetually with 
| women; which ſhe had not ſo much 
ll noticed before, becauſe he had not till 
| then been ſo frequently with her. FX 

| He ſaw, with ſurprize, and ſome de- 


gree of vexation, that he had hitherto 
made no impreſſion upon her: he wWas 
diſappointed : he was hurt; but he was 
not diſcouraged. He well knew his awn 
powers of pleaſing, and hoped every 
thing from them, and from time, as he 
had never met with a heart totally ne 
ſible to his attractions. | 
As his love increaſed. every hour, n 
willingly would he have availed himſelf 
of the intimacy allowed by her, to try 
g few ſoftening arts to melt her ſoul to 
tenderneſs; but he could not bring him 
ſelf to approach the woman whom he 
intended for his wife, with the ſame fa- 
miliarity with which he would treat a 
miſtreſs. : He 
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Fe died with deſire to awaken her ſen- 
ſability, but he could not bear to leſſen 

his reſpect to her, while he was conſi- 
dering how he ſhould in the beſt manner 
carry his deſigus into execution. 

One evening when he came to- her 
door, having been detained at home all 
the morning by particular buſineſs, thę 
ſervant 9 chat her — was not 
well. 

Hie ſtarted at ahi ee n 
pinion; not having known till that in- 
ſtant how truly he loved her. 
Hie enquired after her indiſpoſition 
with an eager ſolicitude, and aſked, with 
an anxious importunity, if ſhe was con- 
fined to her chamber. 

On the maid's anſwering in the nega- 
tive he entered the parlour. 

Mrs. Fermor ſat there in an undreks 
5 eee her hand. | 


* 
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Fe flew to her, and made an apology 


for intruding ſo abruptly upon her pri- 


vacy, but declared that his concern 


would not permit him to deny himſelf 


the pleaſure of ſeeing her.. 
He took her hand in his, prefied it it 
tenderly, ad es after her diſ- 


order. 


There was ſo much real pity in his 
nds, and his expreſſions of uneaſineſs 


were delivered in ſo ſoothing a voice, 
that Mrs. Fermor was deceived by them, 


and conſidered them only as proofs of 


friendſhip, whereas they were ſtriking 


and dep er oa 4 a fervent —_ 


ſion. 


How ſhe came to be ſo miſtaken may, 
perhaps, appear. wonderful, but the 
truth is, ſhe did not imagine, in the 


leaſt, chat a man ſo much younger than 
| herſelf; a man in the pride of youth, 


with a perſon ſo n handſome, 
| could 
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could poſſibly feel the fainteſt inclina- 
tion for a woman ſo many years older, 
and who had never any pretenſions to 
beauty. Such a notion, in ſhort, ſhe 
had not once entertained ; and would 
have thought herſelf half diſtracted if 
ſhe had encouraged the admiſſion of it. 
Mrs. Fermor's indiſpoſition, however, 
cauſed ſuch emotions in Sir Charles, that 
he was utterly unable to conceal them; 
nor did he, indeed, e to check 
their appearance. 
Having told Kin: as ſhe fat with 
chearleſs looks by him, that ſhe had 
a violent head-ach, he fixed his eyes, 
his fine languiſhing eyes on her face with 
ſuch a ſoft expreſſion in them, that ſhe 
was rather diſconcerted. In her heart 
ſhe could not condemn his friendly 
anxiety, but ſhe bluſhed at it: ſhe could 
not tell why ſhe did ſo, but ſhe bluſhed.' 
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He perceived her confyſion immedi- 
ately, threw down. his eyes, and ſighed. 
Alfter a mutual ſilence for a few, mo- 
ments, Can nothing be done for you, 
% my dear Mrs. Fermor,” ſaid he, 
e nothing that will relieve you? I can- 
nat bear to. ſee you ſuffer chus, and 
take no ſtep to remove your com- 
„ plaint. IIl as you are, you would 
«+ pity me, if you knew how wretched 
*I am on your account.” _ 

« There is no occaſion FR your 15 
ing ſo, replied ſhe, ſtill bluſbing; 
int my complaint cannot poſſibly affect 

$ you ſo much“. | 
: Jou do not ſeem to be &nfible, my 
«: dear Mrs. Fermor, how deeply 1 am 
* intereſted in _— ing n to 

f au.... 

He ſtopped—he kb to ew. 

but he feared that a procedure would 


be unſeaſonable. 
| As 
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As ſhe made no anſwer, and as he was 


conſidering what to ſay, a ſecond ſilenoe 
enſued, and a ſecond ſigh: iſſued from 
the diſturbed boſom of Sir Charles, 
Mrs. Fermor, then, beginning to 
think, that his unuſyal ſeriouſneſs aroſe 
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from her being VEFF. dull company, faid, 
* I am really not capable of talking a j 
great deal this evening; but if you 
« will take up that book and read to 
% me, I will make you a diſh of tea.“ | 

| He obeyed her with pleaſure. | 
When the tea things were ready, he ö 
nelly to ws herſelf | antics, and to let 
him wait on her, aſſuring her with a ' 
ſmile, that he would do it very handily. | 
. That ſpeech actually made her laugh, 
though ſhe was in pain—She intreated | 
him, however, to return to his place, | 
declaring * * "OW to a it 10 | 
* bes - 4:5 | 
She 
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She made the tea, but ſhe could not 
hinder him from ſitting cloſe by her ſide, 
and from taking almoſt all the trouble 
off her hands by his aſſiduities. 5 
He left her at an earlier hour than 
ufual, becauſe he would not weary her 
ſpirits, after having paid ſo much atten- 
tion to her, and diſcovered ſo much 
anxiety about her, that he filled her 
with no ſmall aſtoniſtiment at his be- 
haviour, . ' LEV? 
In the morning be fene early to > know 
| Ron ſhe had reſted. 4 | 
The meſſage he alba was, Abit as 
the was very little better, ſhe had reſolv- 
ed to keep her chamber that day. 
So chilling an anſwer increaſed his 
inquietudes: he went; therefore, him- 
ſelf, to hear every aer from the 
maid. 
Another auf was diſpatched i in 
the 8 ok the Gaya > and, in the 


evening, 


/ 8 
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evening, he returned again, but went 
home, upon finding that ſhe was not 
come down ſtairs. 

So many proofs of his tender regard 
ſhe deemed unneceſſary: ſhe looked 
upon them, however, as ſo. many pleaſ- 
ing marks of his politeneſs, and intended 
to thank him for them when ſhe ſaw 

him. 


During Mrs. Fermor's ſhort confine- 


ment, Sir Charles had, indeed, felt more 
diſquietude on her account, than ever 
he had felt for any woman in the world, 
to his own no ſmall aſtoniſhment. He 


plainly ſaw that ſhe was abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary to his happineſs, and he refolved to 
make an avowal of his feelings when- 
ever he found a favourable opportunity. 
He would, indeed, have been glad to 
have firſt obſerved a ſtrong inclination in 
her for him, and to have diſcovered in 
her looks an ardent deſire to hear what 

he 
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he ardently wiſhed to communicate to 
her : but no ſigns of that inclination and 
of that deſire appearing, he conſidered 
that ſuch extreme caution in his carriage 
would be needleſs, as ſhe had been onee 
married, though he had no propenfity 
to be leſs reſpectful to her: his only ap- 
prehenſion was, that in caſe of a refuſal, 
the acquaintance between them might 
be broken'off; and he-could not bear to 
think of fo diſagreeable an event. Yet 
© why,” ſaid he to himſelf, © ſhould 1 
« expect a refuſal? nothing can be more 
« improbable: ſhe cannot be already en- 
e gaged, and ſhe muſt like me.? 
Fluſhed with thoſe hopes, he waited 
oh her the next evening: her indiſpoſi- 
tion had almoſt left her, and ſhe: received 
| him with unuſual vivacity. . 
— Notwithſtanding” his dete bsinatlon 
that nothing ſhould hinder him from 
ſpeaking upon a ſitbje& which engroſſed 
CE 7 mall 


— 
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all his attention, a nameleſs ſomething 
tied up his tongue when he made an 
effort to enter upon it. - | 
. Frequent interruptions of that kind 
gte him a timid irreſolute air, and kept 
him ſilent during the firſt part of the 
evening, though his aſſiduities about 
her were rather increaſed than leſſened. 

When the tea-things were removed, 
ſne took up her work as uſual, and he 
ſat with his eyes fixed upon her in ſuch 
a manner, that wen ſhe happened to 
look up, though ſhe was not abſolutely 
diſconcerted by the direction of them, 
ſhe wiſhed that he had not beheld her 
in ſuch a penetrating attitude. 

To make him, therefore, quit that 
attitude, ſne told him that he was out 
of ſpirits: You have not, I hope, 
4 caught the diforder which en 
« me a 8 

(c Why, 
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Why, to tell you the truth, Mrs. 
« Fermor,” ſaid he, after a moment's 
heſitation, ©* my mind is not at eaſe, I 
% have a great deal to ſay to you, but, 
e as I cannot tell how you will receive 
it, I feel very awkward. Will you 
« liſten to me patiently : at) 

An inclination in Mrs. Fermor to 
ſmile at the beginning of his ſerious ad- 
dreſs threw him a little out of his play. 
He averted his eyes, and ſighed. Then 
recovering himſelf, © I know,” conti- 
nued he, you will hear me, Mrs. 
« Fermor, but the juſt ſenſe I have of 
<« your great merit, and the infinite reſ- 
& pect to which you are, I am conſcious, 
entitled, have intimidated me to a 
degree which renders me hardly capa- 
“ble of expreſſing myſelf agreeable to 
e my wiſhes. Yet, my dear Mrs. Fer- 
= _ taking her by both hands, and 

; looking 
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looking tenderly in her face, do not 
<« laugh at me.” | 
I really do not ander you, „Sie 
* Charles,“ replied ſhe gravely, with- 
drawing her hands. 

„ will explain myſelf inſtantly, Ma- 
dam; but you muſt promiſe firſt, in- 
& deed you muſt, that you will not, 
„ whether what I am going to ſay meets 
with your approbation or not, drive 
me from you, nor deprive me of the 
e happineſs of your friendſhip, nor the 
„ charms of your converſation, while I 
am not guilty of any thing which can 
render fo ſevere a chaſtiſement juſtly 
* inflicted. — Will you not - promiſe ?” 
continued he, looking eagerly at her. 

As I cannot in _ N compre- 
hend your meaning,“ replied ſhe, 
< and as I never pointſe without a ſin- 


« cere reſolution to perform, you muſt 
e excuſe me.” 
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I am well acquainted with your ex- 


4 cellent principles, Madam,“ ſaid he. 
Thoſe principles, together with your 
< fine underſtanding, even temper, and 


« converſible talents, not to mention 


2 


«a thouſand | other ſtriking graces, 
have entirely captivated my; heart, 
'« and thoroughly convinced me that: my 


* future happineſs depends upon you. 
„% May I not, from the kind reception 
6, which you have given to my. endea- 


„ yours to pleaſe, flatter. myſelf with 


“ hopes that the offer of my heart and 


fortune will not be refuſed ? I always 


« deſigned to marry when I could meet 


< with the woman according to my taſte: 


“ you are that dear deſirable creature 
e in every ſenſe of the words. Can 
6 you, will you pardon this awkward 
« addreſs, which had been, perhaps, 


bo more. correct, had L loved you leſs, 


(c but 


Tat RATIONAL LOVERS. rzg 


hut it nerer could. have been more 
e ſmcere?” _ 
If the energy and "indy wich 
which theſe words were delivered, had not 
convinced the aſtoniſhed Mrs. Fermor, 
that Sir Charles did not intend to treat 
her in a ludierous manner, me certainly 
would have imagined that he had been 
jeſting. She remained, indeed, for a 
few moments, ſo amazed at what ſhe 
heard; that ſhe was not in a condition 
to utter an anſwer : but as he, by his 
ſupplicating eyes, and repeated preſſures 
of her hand, which he had again taken 
as he ſat by her, diſcovered his eager- 
neſs to hear her ſentiments, ſhe, after a 
little pauſe, ſaid, I am, in truth, 
greatly ſurprized, Sir Charles, at what 
I have juſt now heard: if you are ſe- 
rious, and I cannot tell how to believe 
that you intended to affront me, as 1 
* have never deſerved ſuch treatment, 
| Oy - T's 


$02 90s +5 —ů——̃ — by * "pv Ser" 
— r * 
- a * e 
oO 1 4 * * L ” Y nn 
— . ͤ wy $5044 I 3 
0 » * 2 Wwe nn : W — 
IONS 2 


5 3 * 


2 * 0 


| 
| 


124 TRR RATIONAL LOVERS. 


I muſt, after having acknowledged 
« my juſt ſenſe of the honour you do 


e me, tell you, that I have no thoughts 


<« of 'marrying again: and if I had any 
ſuch thoughts,” continued ſhe ſmil- 
ing with much good humour, to put 
“ an end to this odd converſation, you 
„would not be, though I have no 
«© bad opinion of you, the object of my 
choice. 

Good God Madam, replied "M 
with an air ſtrongly expreſſive of diſcon- 
tent and diſappointment, © what can n be 
“your reaſons ?” » 

They are too many to be enume- 
« rated,” ſaid ſhe; * beſides, it may 
< neither be agreeable to you nor my- 
e ſelf, to proceed farther on this ſub- 


a 


* 


«< jet: Let it ſuffice, that I confeſs 


« myſelf exceedingly obliged to you 
« for the compliment which you have 


„ paid me; and, that while you be- 
*hav e, 


— ̃ . 8 — e 
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« have, as you have hitherto done, 
like a gentleman, I ſhall not ſeek, in 
e compliance with your requeſt, to 
© break off an acquaintance which has, 
<« you have politely owned, given you 
« pleaſure. But now I have gone thus 
« far,” continued ſhe, ſeeing him pre- 
paring to anſwer her, that is all you 
« muſt expect from me; and I inſiſt 
upon your calling another ſubject.” 
Tou will, I hope, nevertheleſs,” ſaid 
he, with an increaſed dejection, give me 
cc leave to reſume tbis at a more agree- 
e able, and, I flatter myſelf, a more 
lucky moment for me? 
There never will be a more Way 
one,“ replied ſhe; my reſolution 
js unalterably fixed, and I ſhall never 
© change it: a reſolution which will, I 
believe, qa in the end very fortu- 
& nate for you.” 
Heavens! Madam,” cried he. how 
8 3 * exquilitely 
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* exquilitely you diſtreſs me!” and then, 


after a pauſe, during which his expreſ-. 
ive eyes almoſt out-aalked his elaquent 
tongue, © certainly, Mrs. Fermor,” con- 
tinued he, if I could but make you 
perfectly ſenſible of the tender ſenſa- 
“tions which my heart feels for you, 
Ti you would, I am inclined to hope, 


© &þ endeavour to overlook thoſe things 


ein me and my character, which have 
« murged you to ſo cruel a determination 


& againſt me; at leaſt, till I could alter 


t them and alter them I aſſuredly will, 


be but yeu fo ys. as e 


e them out to mes”. 

J heve told you Sus aid be, very | 
gravely, 5 that 1 do not intend to mar- 
< ry again. I am aware that you may 
% poſſibly look upon this declaration as 
% the language of all widows, and that 
* I ſhall be, nevertheleſs, glad to adopt 
&« offer: ſentiments Gd but: you 


(e are 
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are miſtaken if you are of that opi- 
„ nion; and, as to making any change 


in yourſelf, are you willing to become 
_ * leſs young and handſome for my 


<. fa ge? 

I am, indeed I am,” cried he 
eagerly : * but ſurely you can't be ſeri- 
« 90us. I am not vain enough to reckon 
« upon my perſon, and every day will 
& weaken your objection to my youth. 
« But you rally me now, Mrs. Fermor, 


«. nay, you treat me unmercifufly. You 


cannot mean white you have juſt 
« aid? 1 3 

« I can truly,” ſaid the, « and I fhould 
« think you guilty of the moſt inex- 
« eafable imprudence, if you married 
« 2 woman ſo much older than Yourſelf. 
Could you poſfibly mean ſeriouſly what 
ec you faid 7 p27» 

By all my 0 of happineſs; by 


* every thing moſt facred, I mean to 


ms 
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make you mine by the ſtrongeſt ties 


of love and honour; and were there 
any more ſtrong, more binding, I 
would joyfully ſubmit to them to in- 
ſure you mine for ever: nor can I yet 
give up my pretenſions, in ſpite of 
your diſcouraging ſpeeches. Take 
time to conſider, if I make no ob- 
jection to the difference of age be- 
tween us, which can be but trifling, 
what can you poſſibly advance in op- 
poſition to it, if I love you as well 
as, nay better than if you were but 
fifteen, as I certainly do? Don't I 
ſhew my judgment in chuſing a wo- 


man whoſe underſtanding is arrived 
at maturity, and whoſe blameleſs con- 


duct, during the years ſhe has been 


under her own management, has pro- 


ved her to be worthy of the ſincereſt 
eſteem; the moſt ardent affection? In 


chuſinga woman whoſe perſon, though 
© not 
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* ſes without touching the heart, is ſtill 


not ſo beautiful as to dazzle the ſen- 


ſomething more, as it is agreeable in 
the higheſt degree: a perſon which 
appears to additional advantage every 
time I ſee it, with new, with bewitch- 
ing graces which ſteal me from my- 
ſelf? Were not your perſon ſo allur- 
ing, your converſation is ſo perpe- 
tually varied, ſo uncommonly enter- 
taining, that I wiſh, while I liſten to 
you, to be all ear; as I am, while I 
look upon you, all eye. Think you 
then, that I can, under ſo rational an | 
intoxication, feel any change in my 

heart by reflecting on the difference 
of a few years, one way or the other ? 

No, Mrs. Fermor, that excuſe of 

yours is very unſatisfactory.” ; 
„Take then, faid ſhe, ſmiling, | 
any other which you like better, for : 
I, again, ſeriouſly and honeſtly aſſure | 
=. you 


. 
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* you, Sir Charles, for the laſt time, 
„that, notwithſtanding the refined flat- 
« tery which you have fo laviſhly beſtow- 
« ed upon me, I ſtill perfiſt in my reſo- 
s lution. to remain unmarried. I like 
my preſent way of life IRE} well; 
«too well to change it.“ | 
Sir Charles, finding that not all his rea- 
ſoning nor his rhetoric made the ſlight- 
eſt impreſſion upon her, grew almoſt 
hopeleſs of obtaining the point about 
which he had long been ſo very folici- 
tous; however, upon conſidering that ſhe 
had not denied his firſt requeſt, hut that 
ſhe would ſtill admit him as an acquaint- 
ance: and conſidering alſo that the rea- 
ſons urged by her againſt him were next 
to no reafons at all, he hoped to bring 
her, in time, to conſent to his wiſhes, 
With thoſe hopes he retired to reſt ; 
determined to omit nothing capable of 


Wer the heart of a woman, whoſe 
_ delicacy 
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delicacy of ee had ſo much charm- 
ed him. 

While he was thus indulging ſelt-flat- 
tery, Mrs. Fermor, altogether ſurprized 
at the proceeding of her lover, could 
ſcarcely bring herſelf to credit the reality 
of what ſhe had heard: yet, whether he 
was ſerious or jocoſe, ſhe had taken her 
| reſalution; not that ſhe was blind to the. 
beauty of Sir Charles's figure, or inſen- 
fible to the charms of his converfation 
and addreſs. She could not, however, 
have been faid to be at all in love with 
him. It never entered into her head that 
a man of his youth and fire could ever 
think of ſuch a ſober, inſipid creature as 
ſhe ſuppoſed herſelf to be; but admit- 
ting that ſhe was really as attractive in 
his eyes as he encouraged her to believe 
ſhe was, how could ſhe be aſſured of the 
. continuance of his attachment to her? 

He was very captivating, but then, - ac- 
| G 6 cording 
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cording to nature and conſtitution, he 


muſt be equally volatile and vain : ſhe 


had lived in undiſturbed tranquillity ever 
ſince the death of her huſband, and ſhe 
had, from that period, abſolutely reſolv- 
ed never to have a ſecond. She there- 
fore thought no more of Sir Charles 
when' he was abſent; and when he was 
preſent, ſometimes by laughing at him, 
and ſometimes by not anſwering him at 
all, ſhe made him begin to fear that ſhe 


was indeed entirely indifferent about 


him; but it was ſome time before he 
choſe to be convinced of what. gave him 


ſo much diſquietude. He loved her ſo 


ſincerely, that her continued refuſals, 
inſtead of chilling his hopes, or diſguſt- 
ing him, raiſed his admiration of her; 
nay, her very denials were more pleaſing 


to him than the conſent of any other 


woman would have been; yet as he had 
det been accuſtomed to a refuſal, it did 
2 not 
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not fit eaſy upon him; and he poſſibly 
took more pains to conquer a heart ſo 
| loth to yield, than he otherwiſe . 

have done. Gel 

In this ſituation they for a * con- 
tinued, till, almoſt wearied with his un- 
ſucceſsful attempts, and not finding the 
leaſt abatement of his paſſion, Sir Charles 
determined to leave her, to go to town, 
and to try if change of place, and if diver- 
ſions would not produce a change in his 
_ ſentiments. He could not, however, 
prevail on himſelf to take a formal leave 
of her: he, therefore, left the manor, 
one morning, after having ſent a genteel 
compliment to her, accompanied by a 
preſent of fiſh, game and fruit, not eaſi- 
ly to be purchaſed at that ſeaſon. 

Mrs. Fermor had been accuſtomed to 
ſo much of Sir Charles's company, ſince 
his declaration, and he had taken fo 
many and ſuch various methods to pleaſe 

| - and 
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and entertain her, that ſhe miſſed him, 


and the time began to lie heavy upon 


her hands, for the firſt three or four 
days: but after having called herſelf a 


ſimpleton for being fo charmed with 


what could not, ſhe was ſenſible, be of 
any long continuance, as it was highly 
improbable that a man of Sir Charles's 
youth, ſpirit, and fortune, ſhould pin 
himſelf to her fide, even had ſhe con- 


ſented to marry him, ſhe applied to her 


work again with great compoſure, and 
alternately en her * _— 
ments. 

While ſhe was tine vos herſelf, 
according to her uſual manner, before 
ſhe became acquainted with him, he was 
launching into all the faſhionable diver- 
fions to kill time, and to put the agree- 


able Mrs. Fermor out of his head. 


In order to effect that deſign the bet- 
tet, and to exclude the impertinence o 
reflection, 
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reflection, he flew from one thing to 
another with a rapidity almoſt incredible: 
for as every thing which he purſued diſ- 
guſted him, he was perpetually on the 
wing to diſcover ſome new amuſement, 
which, when procured, foon became as 
inſipid as every foregoing one. 

Neither was the company of his 
friends, though the majority of them 
were men of taſte and converſation, ca- 
pable of making him amends for the loſs 
of Mrs. Fermor; he was, therefore, upon 
the point of going back to her. She 
<« has ſtill, kindly, allowed me to viſit 
her,“ ſaid he, © and I will return to 
< her, and enjoy that ſentimental lu 
% ury which is no where elſe to be found, 
though it throws me into a languiſh- 
< ing ſtate for ſuperior enjoyments.” 

When he made that reſolution, he was 
going to ſpend the evening with a ſiſter 

of 
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of his mother's who e her only 


ſon from Italy. 

Lady Ruſſel, his aunt, was a ſenſible, 
agreeable woman, and fond of her ne- 
phew. Hearing him, therefore, talk 
of returning to the manor, ſhe almoſt 
inſiſted upon his deferring his journey 
thither till after the arrival of Sir George, 
whom ſhe hourly expected. 

Not being well able to refuſe his aunt 


ſuch a picce of complaiſance, he conſent- 


ed, but with no ſmall reluctance, and 
as ſoon as he granted her requeit, a loud 


rap at the door ſtartled them both. 


Mrs. Hill and her daughter, two of 
lady Ruſſel's particular friends, were an- 


nounced. 
Mrs. Hill, who had been very hand- 
ſome, was ſtill a fine woman ; but ſeldom 


was there a more lovely object to be ſeen 


* the young lady. 
Miſs 
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Miſs Hill was between fixteen and 

ſeventeen. To the moſt elegant of 
female forms was joined an air of inno- 
cence and modeſty rarely to be met with 
among the generality of young women 
of faſhion, in whoſe circles ſhe figured 
with great propriety, as ſhe was allied, 
both on her father's and her mother's 
ſide, to noble families: the former had a 
very large eſtate, and no other child, 
ſo that his daughter had the moſt 
probable. W of bei * a Jack 
heireſs. 
Sir. Charles: 13 in Five of his 
attachment to: Mrs. Fermor, could not 
behold Miſs Hill with total indifference ; 
that is, he could not refrain from think- 
ing her not only extremely beautiful, 
but beautiful in a ä 3 
delicate. 

After "EI been a little while in the 
room, ſhe yentured to join occaſionally 

| in 
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in the converſation. The harmony of 


her voice, the happy choice of her expreſ- 


ſions, and the reſpectful deference in her 
behaviour to her mother, and to lady 
Ruſſel, excited Sir Charles's attention 


to ſuch a degree, that, when the la- 


dies had finiſhed their viſit, his aunt 
afred him how he _ _ Peace 
ef them. : 
On bs. n in a manner which 
fewed that he was pleaſed with her, ſhe 


her very amiable: ſhe is, I aſſure you, 
F as good as ſhe is handſome; if you 


khave any intentions to marry, Miſs 
« Hil n a * wile To 
« you.” ET ye 

He ſmiled, "Ru 8 a fight 
anfwer. Ie had, indeed, ever fince he 
came of age, had ſo many women offer- 
ed to him, that he grew tired of recom- 


9 and had long deſigned to 
chuſe 
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chuſe for himſelf. The number. of flat- 
tering things, however, which lady Ruſ- 
ſel ſaid of Miſs Hill, with whoſe family 
ſhe was intimately acquainted, as their 
_ eſtates were contiguous in the country, 
made him the more inclined to liſten to 
her, 


Exp of the SzconDd Boox. 
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BOOK III. 


IR Charles was more particularly 
induced by another reaſon to liſten 
about Miſs Hill : ſhe had not been exhi- 


bited at public places, but, by what he 


could learn from lady Ruſſel, had been 
brought up in a more domeſtic manner 
than that in which modern young women 
with large fortunes are generally edgy 
cated, | 
« She is of a mild complying 3 


added lady Ruſſel; © very obedient to 
<< her parents, and naturally diſpoſed to 


ebe good to every body.” 


Such a character was quite the thing; - 


and he could not help recollecting the 


advice 
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advice of Mrs. Fermor, upon their firſt 
acquaintance, not to ſearch in public 
places for a wife, but rather to look for 
one among private families of reputation. 
Yet was his inclination to Mrs.Fermor too 
great to permit him to think ſeriouſly of 
another juſt at that time : he, therefore, 
only liſtened to his aunt, without making 
oy” ſignificant reply. 

Lady Ruſſel, wiſhing to ſee him hap- 
pily married, thought that as chance had 
Arft thrown her young friend in his way, 
there could be no ſort of harm in for- 
warding an acquaintance likely to be 
productive of much felicity to them 


both. 


With that well. intentioned Weben, 
without ſaying any thing, however, 


concerning her ſcheme to the young lady, 


ſhe took care to invite her whenever her 
nephew was to be with her. She even 


gag her to the play and the opera, 
making 
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making Sir Charles of the party, who 
was ſoon impelled, by the beauty of 
Miſs Hill's perſon, and the ſimplicity 
of her manners, to defire to ſee a little 
more of her: the more he ſaw, the more 
reaſon had he to be pleaſed with her; 
for though almoſt a new face, at leaſt a 
face not frequently ſeen, and' of courſe 
both from. its novelty and beauty much 
noticed, ſhe had no pert, no eoquettiſh 
airs; there was no forbidding haughti- 
neſs, no wanton forwardneſs in her car- 
riage : ſhe behaved with an unaffected 
modeſty in public, and in private, with 
her own family in the preſence! of lady 
Ruſſel and Sir Charles, with-an eafy free- 
dom, which could not fail of charming a 
man ſo nice in his obſervations on the 

fair ſex as was the young baronet, after 
having been ſo egregiouſly deceived 
Maſs Bloom. 
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Sir Charles was alſo more powerfully 
animated to pay his | attentions to Miſs 
Hill, as, by his elegant perſon and inſi- 
nuating addreſs he had, though undeſign- 
edly, made a very deep impreſſion upon 
her mind: an impreſſion which ſhe viſi- 
bly ſtrove to conceal from him; but, be- 
ing entirely artleſs, ſne betrayed herſelf 
by a thouſand inadvertencies, by which 
ſne rendered him throughly ſenſible of 


the force of his captivating powers. 


Yet he was ſtill ſo attached to Mrs. Fer- 
mor, that the diſcovery gave but little 


i fatisfa&ion, and he could not help ſigh- 
ing deeply, on reflecting with what rap- 


ture he ſhould have diſcovered the ſame 
propenſity in her to love him. + Thoſe 


reflections recalled the many pleaſing, 


the many delightful hours, which he 
had ſpent in converſing with her; and, 
while he recollected them, he wifhed, 
earneſtly wiſhed, to enjoy them again. 

1 He 
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ſaid he ſhe may have grown weary 
<« of the lonelineſs of her ſituation, and, 
* repenting of her averſion to all ſociety 


but what is perfectly ſuitable to her re- 


e fined taſte, may incline to wiſh to ſee 
« me again: for I may, I think, without 
<« yanity, flatter. myſelf, that I am not diſ- 
« agreeable ta her, or ſhe never would 
“have encouraged me to viſit her fo 
long, nor have permitted me {till to ſee 
<« her as a friend, after Raving rejected 
„me as a lover.” 


Cheared by thoſe . hopes he 


ee to go down to the manor, and 


ſee how ſhe would receive him: and 
if ſhe remained in the ſame cruel hu- 
mour, to come back in order to give 
encouragement to the inclination which 
Miſs Hill n felt for him. 


1 ' B 


He began to think, that ſhe had, per- 
haps, by this time relented.—“ Perhaps,” 
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Having procured lady Ruſſel's conſent 
to his departure, though Sir George was 
not arrived, on a promiſe of a ſpeedy re- 
turn, he flew, as faſt as a ſet of ſwift 
horſes could whirl him, to Mrs. Fer- 
mor's, with his carriage loaded with new 
muſic, and new books of entertainment. 
He found her, as he had left her, at 
her needle; neither depreſſed by his 
abſence, nor elated at his re-appearance. 
She received him, however, with that 
ſort of ehearfulneſs with which one would 
welcome an agreeable friend whonr c one 
had not ſeen for ſome tige. 

He watched her narrowly, but he 
could. diſcover no ſtronger emotions in 
her behaviour to him upon his arrival. 

When he had been about half an hour 
with her, talking on general ſubjects, he 
told her how taſteleſs, how inſipid every 
thing that bore the name of pleaſure had 


—— to n during his ſtay in town; 
and 
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and that he was come not without hoping 
ſhe had conſidered of his former propoſal 
thoroughly, and would not, in pity to 
him, for ever refuſe to make him happy. 
* Tell me, my dear Mrs. Fermor,” 
continued he, ſeizing her hand, © tell 
me, freely, all the objections which you 
can poſſibly frame againſt me; I will 
< inſtantly endeavour to obviate them 
„by an alteration in my carriage.—1 


« will abſolutely new-make myſelf, for 


<« the tranſporting pleaſure of calling you 
„my wife.“ | 
I thoughit, Sir Charles,” replied ſhe, 


gravely, withdrawing her hand, that 1 


< had perſuaded you to abandon all ex- 
t pectations of making a change in my 
<« ſentiments, and am ſorry to find you 
<« ſuppoſe me to be of ſo fickle a temper. 
* I was determined not to recede from 
hat I ſaid, when I anſwered you be- 
fore; and now deſire you to believe, 

NH 2 „that, 
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<« that, when I make a reſolution of ſuch 
64 conſequence to my peace, it is unalter- 


« able.” 


« Heavens! madam,” 


cried he, with 


great emotion walking up and down the 


room, is the declining all connections 
« with me ſo neceſſary to your happi- 
« neſs ? —* Then I have no hopes in- 
« deed !” 

He continued ſome time apparently in 
the utmoſt agitation, while ſhe endea- 
voured to compoſe his fluttered ſpirits 
by varying the converſation; and vary 


it ſhe did in fo judicious a manner, that 


he came to himſelf by degrees. 

Willing to try once more if ſhe really 
felt no ſenſations of the tender kind for 
him, after a little paule, during which he 
fixed his eyes attentively on her face, 
« Since I find,” ſaid he, © that I can make 


no impreſſion upon you, I muſt tear 


« you from my heart, whatever I ſuffer 


(c by 


„ 
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« by ſo doing, and place in your room a 
“lovely girl who will be much kinder, 


and whom I keep in ſuſpence while I 


« ſolicit your final determination! Too 
« plainly, I perceive,” added he, ſigh- 
ing heavily, that it is fatal to my peace. 
„Emilia Hill, then, muſt be the girl, 
« when I can bring myſelf to love her 
well enough to marry her. She has 
ce been genteelly educated, ſhe is mo- 
« deft, ſenſible, and tender; ſhe is young, 
« beautiful as an apgel, and juſt the very 
<« ſort of girl you recommended as a pro- 
„ per wife, Mrs. Fermor.” 
A am glad of it,” faid ſhe, chearfully, 
without the leaſt change of counte- 
nance, * and ſincerely wiſh that you may 
« be happy with her.” 

He ſhook his head, and fighed, and 


was ſilent for. ſome time. — At laſt, 
7M When I bring down my wife, Mrs- 


H 3 


Fermor,” 
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« Fermor,” ſaid he, you will come 


and ſee her: let us be neighbours.” 
Were it in my power, Sir Charles,” 


replied ſhe, © to. be of any ſervice to 


her, nobody would be more ready; 
te but I am, you know, a very bad viſiter: 
« have lived ſo long out of the world, 
that I am hardly fit to appear in it.“ 
Ho you wrong yourſelf, my dear 


« Mrs. Fermor,” ſaid he ; © you are the 


e moſt amiable creature upon earth, and 
are not conſcious of your excellencies 
« —Put it is no matter Tou will, I am 
« ſure, be ſo obliging as to inform my 
« wife of any thing with which ſhe is 


% not acquainted, relating to the ceco- 


< nomy of my family.“ 

Mrs. Fermor, being deſiraus to rouſe 
him from ſo odd an humour, ſaid, laugh- 
ing, that he muſt marry a very ignorant 
woman indeed, who could be benefitted 
by her inſtructions, of which no young 
lady, 


W 
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lady, proper for his wife, could, ſhe 
was aſſured, ſtand in need; and haſtily 
turned the converſation to ſomething 
leſs intereſting and more diverting. 

Finding that he could not prevail on 
her to change her reſolution, he again ſet 
out for London the next morning. 

Miſs Hill, who loved Sir Charles 
much better than ſhe was willing to ſup- 
poſe ſhe did, had ſighed at his abſence, 
during which a melancholy languor was 
ſpread over her fine face ; but her fea- 
tures were ſoon lighted up at his ap- 
proach. The manner in which ſhe re- 
- ceived him, gave him more ſatisfaction 
than he expected to meet with; and, 
inſenſibly, drew him to be more particu- 
lar about her. By the particularity of 
bis behaviour, her paſſion was increaſed, 
though ſhe had, till that moment, la- 
boured to confine it to her own boſom: 
upon his nearer advances, however, ſo 
+ ons - - m_ 


— 


| 
| 
| 


—— 


152 Tu RATIONAL LOVERS. 


many indubitable ſigns of a ſincere affec- 
tion appeared, that he, by nature of a 
tender, ſuſceptible diſpoſition, and warm 
conſtitution, and by his paſſion for Mrs. 
| Fermor, of whom he had now not the 
fainteſt hopes, rendered warmer, tender- 
| er, and more ſuſceptible, yielded to the 
| ſoftneſs, the gentleneſs of Emilia's beha- 
viour: he reſolved to make his addreſſes 
to her, partly for her own ſake, but, in a 
great meaſure, to put the other out of 
his head. 
Sir Charles was not a man able to live 
long without a companion of the ſofter 
Alex. The woman on whom his heart 
doated, would not have him. After his 
adventure with M;ſs Bloom, the herd 
of common girls, merely as ſubſervient 
to his pleaſure, he deteſted. He had al- 
ways intended to marry, and had firmly 
determined never to marry a woman who 


did not love kim. 1 then, could be 
a fitter 
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a fitter object for him than Miſs Hill ?— 
She was the very woman. —Her educati- 


on had been formed on a rational plan; 


ſhe- was, evidently, in love with him, 
and could, no way, be intereſted, as her 
fortune would be equal, if not ſuperior, 

to what he had a right to expect. et 
_ notwithſtanding all thoſe conſiderations, 
he could not be ſaid to be very much en- 
amoured with her: he could not took 
upon her in the deſtrable light in which 
he had long regarded Mrs. Fermor: but 
he thought that he loved her well enough 
to make her happy, or he would on no 
account have been induced to marry her. 
she is a very fine girl,” ſaid he, 
e and, therefore, will amply contribute 
to the gratification of all my ſenſual 
* deſires; ſhe-is virtuouſly diſpoſed, fo 
e that I have nothing to fear from her: 
and I may ſtill enjoy Mrs. Fermor's 
convxerſation — no more dare I to expect 
| H 5 from. 
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from her—without Nfering the leaſt 
injury to my wife.” F* 

Thoſe reflections were decibve in Miſs 
Hill's favour.—In order to act with diſ- 
cretion, he went to Mr. Hill, and intreat- 
ed his leave to wait upon his daughter.— 
Mr. Hill received his offers with ſatisfac- 
tion, and preſently conducted him to the 
female part of the family. 

Mrs. Hill was charmed with his per- 
ſon, title and fortune. 

The young Emilia ſilently bluſhed her 
approbation— Sir Charles was too amia- 


ble, and too aſſiduous a lover, to be long 
kept in ignorance with regard to the real 


ſtate of the young lady's heart She had 
the entire concurrence of her parents; 


nay, indeed, ſhe had their commands to 


receive Sir Charles in a favourable man- 
ner—and her inclination gave no diſturb- 
ance to her duty. Sir Charles had ſoon 
the pleaſure to learn, from her own lips, 
the 
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the rapid progreſs which he had made in 
her affection: but her confeſſion was de- 
| livered with a delicate and tender timi- 

dity, which rendered her doubly at- 
tractive to a man of his taſte. 

Miſs Hill was the amiable creature ſhe 
appeared to be.— She had, indeed, but 
one fault, a fault which ſhe inherited 
from her parents; particularly from her 
mother: ſhe was too fond of rank; but 
as her importance was going to be in- 
creaſed by marriage with Sir Charles, 
and as that fondnefs would, conſequently, 
be more amply gratified than by a marri- 
age with a private gentleman in the moſt 
affluent circumſtances, nothing of her 
_ ruling foible eſcaped her. 

Emilia's future huſband- pe : 
every day in her eyes. Her father and 
mother were not leſs pleaſed with him; 
and lady Ruſſel, delighted to ſee ſo eligi- 
ble a ſcheme for her nephews happineſs 
> . TR 


156 Tux RATIONAL LOVERS. 
ſo nearly compleated, ſhared the — 
Joy. 

Sir George was alſo returned to 1. 
land, with whom Sir Charles renewed 
the friendſhip of their boyiſh days. 
Preparations of all kinds were now 
making for the ceremony: the lawyers 
had received their full inſtructions, and 
the intended lady Leuſum had given 
orders for ſome of her cloaths to be gat 

* | 
Sir Charles was deans at Mr. Hill's, 
or upon pleaſurable parties with the fa- 
mily, and nothing ſeemed wanting to 
conclude the felicity of the relatiuns on 
both ſides, but the final ceremony. 

In his retired moments, however, Sir 
Charles found it impoſſible to forget the 
haurs which he had ſpent. with Mrs. 
Fermor. Her elegant, lively, and often 
deeply affecting converſation was remem- 

bered by him with exquiſite delight: 
remembered, 
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remembered, alſo, with equal delight, 
were her excellent principles, and her 
exemplary manners. An heavy ſigh al- 
ways followed his reflections upon the 
occaſion, and he felt that, though Miſs 
Hills exterior charms allured his eyes, 
the internal charms, alone, of Mrs. Fer- 
mor, had touched his heart. ; 
After having paſſed a night full of 
pleaſing retroſpections, he dreſſed and 


vent to Mr. Hill's. 


The ſervant, to his great ſurprize, 
faid, that they were not at home. 

So palpable a falſhood, as it was too 
early for the ladies of the family eſpecial- 
ly to be abroad, except on ſome parti- 
cular occaſion, ſtartled him He imagin- 
ed that, if any ſuch occaſion had called 
them out at ſo unuſual an hour, he ſhould 
have had notice of their motions, in his 
then ſituation; and was, therefore, 

doubly 
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doubly perplexed to account for the 


denial. 
In that . he went to lady 


Ruſſel; who, as ſhe really believed that 


ſomething very extraordinary had hap- 
pened, made excuſes for them, in order 
to quiet him for an hour or two. 
He then called again, and met with 
the ſame rebuff. 
Juſtly offended at this treatment, all 
the honeſt frankneſs of Mrs. Fermor re- 


| turned with double force to his memory, 


and he determined to ſet off the next 
morning for the Manor. 

About ſix in the evening a'card from 
lady Ruſſe), deſiring, earneſtly, to ſee 
him, brought him to her houſe.— His 
aunt's invitation was quite agreeable to 
his wiſhes, as he had intended not to quit 
the town without taking leave of her. 
She was alone, and in her dreſſing 
When 


Taz RATIONAL LOVERS. 359 


When he came in, ſhe gave poſitive 
orders to be denied to every creature 
beſides. 

After having akon ſo prudent a pre- 
caution, ſhe ſaid, Sit down, Sir Charles; 
« I am extremely concerned at what I 
<« have. to relate to you; more particu- 
<« larly ſo, as I, in ſome meaſure, occa- 
ſioned your making propoſals to Emily 
Hill: your perſon and fortune entitled 
e you, I thought, to the firſt match in 
the kingdom; but there is no aceount- 
ing for the ridiculous pride of ſome 
<« people The earl of G, it ſeems, 

& has ſeen Miſs Hill ſomewhere, and, as 
„ his rank is ſuperior to yours, her 
«fooliſh parents have inſiſted upon her 
giving you up for him. I have re- 
% ceived à detail of the whole affair 
ein a letter from poor Emily; who 
<« will, I can plainly fee, be miſerable 
by the 2 but ſhe is too obe- 

dient 
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e dient a daughter to oppoſe heir autho- 
„ rity. Now, unleſs you feel yourſelf 
„ knighr-errant enough to reſcue her 
« from their power, upon the ſtrength 


< of a prior engagement, the poor victim 
«© muſt be ſacrificed.” t 

e have, indeed no ambition, madam, 
« to ſhine in that character,” replied 
Sir Charles, heartily piqued at ſuch ſcan- 
dalous treatment Heaven forbid 1 
„ [ſhould make any attempt to render 
a dutiful daughter rebellious! I freely 
< reſign her, and think that I have had 
« a happy eſcape. I never fhould have 
% enjoyed any felicity in being united to 
« ſuch a family.” | 

Lady Ruſſel, by a number of apelo- 
_ gies, and as many arguments, tried to 
perſuade Sir Charles to interpoſe be- 
tween Miſs Hill and her parents, upon. 
an occaſion which would juſtify his in- 
terfering 3 but her apologies and her ar- 

guments, 
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guments were equally fruitleſs. He 
took his leave of her, thanked her for 
the trouble which ſhe. had taken about 
his affairs, and, ordering his carriage to 
be at the door early in the morning to 
convey him to the manor, retired to reſt 
with more compoſure than he had felt 
for ſome time; but not without firſt 
exclaiming, I am free, once more free: 
4+] breathe again; what a precipice 
e have I eſcaped ! I am now at liberty 
to think of Mrs. Fermor, to ſee her, 
eto hear her, to talk to her, every 
day; how could I ever deem it poſſible 
for me to be happy with any other wo- 
man? Let me fly, then, to the ſeat of 
“all my joys.” “ 

He roſe early, hurried into ) his poſt- 
chaiſe, and was at Mrs. Fermor's at a 
moment when ſhe leaſt expected him. 
She received him, however, as uſual 
| with; a ni of friendſhip; z while he, tranſ- 
| ported 


with rapture. 


255 | Charles," replied ſne, my determina- 
4 tion: I never make a reſolution without 
a ee well conſidered about it, and 
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ported to ſee her again, preſſed her hand 


Jam not married, my dear Mrs. 
25 F ermor,” cried he, almoſt breathleſs 
with joy. If I muſt not be yours 1 will 
be nobody's.” _ 

How happens ir,” ſaid me with great 


compoſure, <* that you are not married? 
expected not to fee you again till 
you had brought down your lady.“ 


O Oh! name her not,” ſaid he— I 
„have had ſuch a ſecond eſcape 1 ˙— 

He then told her in what manner he 
had unexpectedly gained his liberty; and 


concluded with ſaying, that, as he plain- 
ly ſaw he was reſerved for her, he hoped 


ſhe would no e 6 his hap- 


« You- are not now to PO Sir 


6 1 when 
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« when I have made it, I always abide by 
« it, If, therefore, you have a mind not to 
“ ſeem very bad company, let us call a- 
e nother ſubject: you know upon what 
terms our friendſhip is to continue.” 
The ſteady ſeriouſneſs with which ſhe 
ſpoke thoſe words obliged him to com- 
pliance; as the loſs of her ſociety was 
what he more than any thing dreaded. 
After having looked a little diſconcert- 
ed, and remained ſilent a few minutes, 
he began to fall into chat with her upan 
other topics, which ſhe managed with 
great addreſs, chearfulneſs and good hu- 
mour, and he went home convinced that 
her converſation now and then would be 
more eligible than the poſſeſſion of the 
brighteſt beauty. which the world ever 
produced. He, therefore, continued his 
viſits as uſual. 
One day, Gon after the n of 
his viſits, * was ſurprized to ſee a gen- 


teel 
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teel kind of man, in appearance about 
five and forty, ſitting with her, and be- 


having to her with the ſame fort of 


reſpectful freedom as he himſelf did. 
Sir Charles ſtarted at the ſight of him, 

and fat down rather diſpleaſed. 
Mrs. Fermor addreſſed him with her 

accuſtomed politeneſs, and kept ſo exact 


a propriety in her behaviour towards 


them both, that neither of them could 
reaſonably think that he was the _ 


| ed perſon. 


Mr. Maynard, that was the firanger's 
name, when the converſation began to 
grow general, diſcovered that he was 


not deficient either in learning, ſenſe, 


or good-breeding z yet Sir Charles found 


Himſelf unaccountably unwilling to con- 
. verſe with him.—There was no room, 
indeed, for him to ſuppoſe that Mrs. 
Fermor preferred Mr. Maynard; but he 
could not be fure that his (imagined) ri- 


val 


| 
| 
[ 
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val had not the preference. —Beſides, as 
ſhe had objected to his youth, here that 
objection was obviated : the more he 
reflected upon his ſituation, the more 
uneaſy. he became. - 

Growing, at laſt, abſolutely reſtleſs, he 
roſe up he ſat down again: he ſighed— 
he was ſilent. 8 

Mrs. Fermor ſeeing him be pro- 
poſed ſeveral queſtions to him, in hopes 
of drawing him into converſation, in 
which ſhe thought he generally ſnone: 
but his looks were ſo wild, and his replies 
ſo vague, that his powers of pleaſing 
forſook him, and he rather expoſed him- 
ſelf by his behaviour : he was ſhort in 
his anſwers, fretful, peeviſh, and i incon- 
ſiſtent. 

Diſſatisfied, however, as he was with 
his rencontre, he was determined to out- 
ſtay the man who had occaſioned ſuch a 
diſturbance to his ideas... 

Mr. 
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Mr. Maynard, by ſhewing no deſire 
to take leave, ſeemed to be in the ſame 
mind. 

At laſt, the clock ſtriking nine, Mrs. 
Fermor politely informed both the gen- 
tlemen that their hour was come. 

Mr. Maynard reſpectfully wifhed her, 
and his new acquaintance, a good 
Sir Charles lingered behind, hoping 
to obtain an eclairciſſement; but as Mrs. 
Fermor-diſcovered no inclination to de- 
tain him, he was obliged to follow Mr. 
Maynard, though with the utmoſt relug; 
tance. 

A ſmile, however, of infinite good 
humour, which ſhe caſt on him, as he 
turned, for the laſt time, to bid her adieu, 
was fome ſort of conſolation, but it was 
only momentary one; for, as ſoon as hge 
arrived at home, a thouſand jealous fan- 
cies tormented him. He could feel no 

peace 
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peace till he had heard upon what terms 
the ſtranger whom he had ſeen was with 
Mrs. Fermor. In vain did he, on the 


approach of night, endeavour to com- 


poſe himſelf to reſt : ſleep fled from his 
eyelids; he thought every hour ſeven 
till the time came when he could decent- 
ly make Mrs. Fermor a morning viſit. 

He ventured earlier than uſual : his 
impatience to hear how Mr. Maynard 
became acquainted with her, was ſtrongly 
pictured in his countenance; yet, as ſhe 
herſelf knew that there was nothing very 
particular to We een did 
not ſtrike her. 

She opened 1 converſation "Hp 
different ſubjef&ts. 

At laſt unable to bear any nog the 
torture of ſuſpence, he faid abruptly, 
Who was the gentleman I met here laſt 
night? Forgive me, Mrs. Fermor, but 
* 1 cannot conceal my unealineſs—you' 
5 will 


— 
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will not, I hope, take delight in giv- 


<« ing pain to an heart which doats upon 
« you—but, I fear, his viſits are too ac- 


„ ceptable to you for my peace.” 


«© What unaccountable fancies,” ſaid 
ſhe calmly, © ſometimes deſtroy our re- 
% poſe! You met a neighbour quietly 
<« taking a diſh of tea with me; muſt 
„you, therefore conclude, that we are 
e upon an intimate footing? Has not he, 
ein his turn, the ſame reaſon to look up- 
on you as a very particular favourite? 
„But he has, I hope, more ſenſe and 
« diſcretion. I have often thought that 
« women are very unfortunate in being 
<« entirely confined to the converſation of 
„their own ſex, too often to the moſt 


'« trifling and inſipid part of them: for if a 


man, ever ſo prudently converſible and 
entertaining, happens to be frequently 


« ſeen with them, though in a manner 


66 < rhe leaſt liable to miſconſtruction, he 


cc & muſt : 
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<« muſt be charged, directly, with br 
« ſome deſign.“ 

„Don't praiſe, him, however,” faid 
Sir Charles, attending only to what ſhe 
had ſaid relative to Mr. Maynard, I 
« cannot bear that; who is he? How 
„happens it that he has more ſenſe and 
* giſcretion than all the world beſides ?” 

% You are not aware, Sir Charles,” 
replied Mrs. Fermor, that you are lay- 
„ing yourſelf open to cenſure, while 
<* you are ſo liberally cenſorious againſt 
1 your neighbour. have broken through 
<« the general rules preſcribed to my 
« ſex in admitting you more frequently 
© than any other gentleman, becauſe 
<« I thought you both remarkably agree- 
able in converſation, and as remarkably 
« well-bred: but if you cannot allow 
any other man to have underſtanding, 


] am ſorry for you: I muſt take the 


liberty to tell you that you ought to 
VOL. bo. I correct 
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correct your vanity, or, at leaſt, to 


<« keep it down.“ 

« Oh Gd cried Sir Charles, 
* how little, how very little do you 
«© know my heart !—I am but too con- 
<« ſcious of my inability to pleaſe you: 
ee but then, my dear Mrs. Fermor,” add- 
ed he, ſoftening his voice, you muſt 
« give me leave not only to lament my 
„ant of power, but alſo to envy every 


man who may have * of ſucceeding 


* with you.“ 

<« You will have no reaſon to do oither 
the one or the other,” ſaid ſhe, © while 
you behave like a gentleman, as I told 
c you before. I am pleaſed to ſee you: 


and am very certain, that you cannot 


<« rationally ſuppoſe Mr. Maynard is, or 
« will be, better received than yourſelf, 
<«< unleſs he conducts himſelf with more 
„ prudence; as he really did, in my 

opinion, 
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& opinion, laſt night, though I ſhewcd 


him no diſtinction.“ 

« And you really do not prefer him to 
N 

4e proteſt,” replied ſhe, ſmiling, 1 
never thought of drawing any compa- 
e riſon between you.“ 

<« I ſee Mrs. Fermor,” ſaid he: <* that 
„J make myſelf very ridiculous ; but, 
«<< terrified to think of being deprived of 
you for ever, I feel tormenting ſenſa- 
tions not to be deſcribed—Do, pray, 
< excuſe-me, and indulge me with one 
< anſwer more. Do you imagine that you 
can never be perſuaded to marry this 
„Maynard?“ 

Have I not told you already, Sir 
<< Charles, that ! do not intend 4 to marry 
as 7 2 

« You have, zach ſhort, 
< I cannot help being diſturbed at your 
| I * 4 ge 
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« acquaintance with a man of whom you 
e ſeem to have a favourable opinion.“ 

Jou ought, rather,” ſaid ſhe ſmiling, 
<« to be pleaſed that I have gained an ac- 
e quaintance worthy of my eſteem— 
There are certainly not too many wor- 
<« thy people in the world.” 

« True madam, but would to Heaven 
he had not been ſent hither juſt now— 
«© Whoishe?—whence comes he?” added 
Sir Charles, with an inquilitive tone. 

« To convince you,” ſaid ſhe, “that 
„ have taken no improper ſtep upon 
e this occaſion, I muſt inform you, that 
ehe is a man of character and fortune: 
having bought the remainder of the 
« leaſe of the houſe and ground adjoin- 
ing to your park, which belongs to 
ah Budges, he and his ſiſter are come to 
&« live here. As a neighbour, I was de- 
« fired to viſit Miſs Maynard, wo, 

though 
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though not young, is a very ſenſible, 
« agreeable woman, but in a very bad 
« ſtate of health. As I am not fond of 
* company, you know, I declined taking 
te any notice of them, till fitting acci- 
« dently together at church, Miſs May- 
« nard preſſed me fo earneſtly, and with 
MN ſo much politeneſs, to come to ſee her, 
that J could not civilly refuſe her invi- 
tation Since our acquaintance, her 
4 indiſpoſition is ſo much increaſed, that 
* ſhe 1s confined to her houſe Her bro- 
ther came here laſt night to give me 
6 that information, and to deſire that I 
<« would be friendly enough to call upon 
-< his ſiſter without ceremony; adding, 
that if ſuch a favour was too conſider- 
able to be granted, he would moſt 
= willingly return her viſits. for her to 

| cc me.” 
10 Undoubtedly,” replied Sir Charles, 
with an increaſed. uneafineſs, which he 
K 3. endeavoured: 
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endeavoured to hide, © Mrs. Fermor's 
„ company. mult always be deſirable.” 
Here a pretty long ſilence was kept on 
his fide, while he was playing with 
Fido. : 
Mrs. Fermor, however, at length, 


who was ſorry to ſee him uneaſy about 


nothing, threw the converſation into ſuch 
a diverting channel that he reſumed his 
chearfulneſs, and parted from her rather 
more eaſy than he was when he entered; 
though he was far from being ſatisfied 
with rega:d to Mr. Maynard. f 
Returning in the evening, and finding 
her alone, in the ſame converſable hu- 
mour, he was ſo charmed with her as to 
forget his ſuſpicions, and gave himſelf 
up to the pleaſure of liſtening to her, and 
looking at her, till the appointed hour 
of wiſhing her a good night arrived. 
The next time he came, he had not 
made his appearance above a quarter of 
an 
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an hour before Mr. Maynard entered the 
room. 

He turned aſide, as if he was ſick at 
the very ſight of him, and ſaid, in a low 
voice, What a curſed interruption !” 
while Mrs. Fermor was enquiring after 
the health of his ſiſter. | 
Sir Charles, at firſt, was unuſually ſi- 
lent in order to make obſervations, and 
remained ſo till Mrs. Fermor had the art 
tojumble them both together in conver- 
fation : but not all her good ſenſe, and 
endeavours to preſerve a due medium in 
her civilities could prevent them, eſpeci- - 
ally Sir Charles, from throwing out, 
now and then, ſarcaſtic repartees, which 
were not received by either of them with 
the beſt grace in the world. 

By meer accident, at laſt, the conver- 
fation turned upon marriage. 

Mr. Maynard ventured occaſionally 
ſome warm panegyricks upon the. happi- 
15 PS neſs 
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neſs of that ſtate with a ſuitable com- 
panion, caſting a ſignificant glance at Mrs. 
Fermor, which was not unobſerved by 
Sir Charles; though the lady, by attend- 
ing cloſely to her work, did not per- 
ceive it. f 

The baronet replied, that he was cer- 
tainly right, when people entered into it 
at a proper age; but that they became 
abſolutely ridiculous when they married 
towards the decline of life. There is 
„ not,” added he, © in my opinion, a 
% more contemptible ſight than an old 
„fellow dandling a child, to whom he 
% muſt always be looked upon in the 
« light of a grandfather.” 

Mr. Maynard anſwered, that the de- 
cline of life could not be aſcertained by 
the number of years a man had lived, 
but muſt be eftimated by his conſtitution 
—< Some men,” continued he, are per- 

« fe&tly ſtrong and vigorous at fifty; while 
5 0e others 
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« others are infirm old fellows, or meer 
«© raw boys, at five and twenty.“ 


Sir Charles, thinking himſelf particu- 


larly pointed at, fired immediately, and. 
aſked him, with ineffable contempt, with 
a kind of intimidating tone, whom he 
meant by boys ? 


« Eyery young fellow,” replied the- 


offended Maynard, who, preſuming 
upon his title and fortune, takes the 
&« ſcandalous liberty of inſulting thoſe 
who, from more experience and judg- 
* ment, neither deſerve nor will put up 
any ſuch affronts.”” 

% Sir,” replied the angry baronet, lay- 
ing his hand upon his ſword, “ the lady's 
„ preſence protects you here, but we 
<« ſhall meet ſomewhere elſe.” 

„Hold, Sir Charles,” ſaid Mrs. Fer- 
mor, at the ſame time clapping the piece 
of muſlin which ſhe was darning, upon 
his mouth, and then turning to Maynard, 

Ez This. 
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* This is going too far, gentlemen,” 
continued ſhe; * you have both taken 
great hberties with each other, and if 


“ may ſuppoſe, by the civilities which 
you have both paid to me, that you 


have ſame opinion of my judgment, let 
e me, as I, by not being engaged in the 
converſation, muſt be more impartial, 
decide this point. For once,” added 
ſhe with a ſmile, © ſuffer a woman to 
88 1 herſelf wiſer than either of 
ce you.” 

<< I ſhall very readily abide * your 


determination, madam,” ſaid Maynard, 


bowing low. 1 8 155 
„I thank you; Sir,” replied ſhe: 
< yau,, then, Sir Charles, are the only 


% perſon whom. I have to convince of 


having been under a. little miſtake ; 
<« and fo ready, will you, T am certain, 
<< be to acknowledge your error when 


& you are ſenſible of it, that you will even 
thank. 


hy - 
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e thank me for having pointed it out to 
4.you.” | 

Sir Charles, though naturally good 
tempered and well bred, and very much 
in love with. Mrs. Fermor, was warm 
and paſſionate—He could not eaſily 
brook what he deemed an inſult, though 
he certainly had given the firſt offence. 
As he had, however, been the aggreſſor, 


he was too ſincere and too noble to 


deny the fault which he had committed: 


he was liable to ſtarts of impetuoſity, 
but he was above any meanneſſes.— 
His antagoniſt, on the contrary, was ſly, 


ſubtle, and deſigning, and having form- 


ed hopes, from Mrs. Fermor's civility to 
him, with whom he was become very 
much pleaſed, that he ſhould be ſucceſs- 
ful in his addreſſes to her, he readily ſub- 
mitted every thing to her arbitration. 
Mrs. Fermor, finding that Sir Charles 


ſtood rather in a ſullen attitude, {till caſt- 
ing. 
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ing looks of exquilite contempt at his 
rival, ſaid, „J am glad, Mr. Maynard, 
& to ſee you ſo reaſonable ; but as I am 
< engaged for the remainder of the even- 
ing, let me wiſh you a good night. 
When I have ſpokena word to Sir 


Charles, 1 ſhall take the ſame 1 | 


with Him.“ 
Mr. Maynard, tooking upon Mrs. "YU 


mor's manner of proceeding as a favour- 
able omen, (lovers being often ready to- 


flatter themſelves) bade her adieu, 


and bowed to Sir Charles, who RES re- 


turned his politeneſs. 
When Mr. Maynard was gone, Mrs. 


Fermor deſired Sir Charles to ſit down for 
a few minutes, and to tell her how he 


came ſo far to forget himſelf as to _— 
a gentleman in her houſe. 

JT he old fellow Was 1 replied 

he warmly. 


_ < But: 


| 
4 
| 
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« But did you not make him ſo,” ſaid 
the, „by your perſonal reflections ?' 
What apology can you frame, Sir 
« Charles, for affronting a man who did. li 

E not deſignedly offend you? Do you not,. | 
* on ſuch an occaſion, injure your own; 5 
character more than that of the perſon 
« whom you attack? Does he act like a 
„ gentleman, or a man of honour, who: 
e throws out ſevere and ill-natured reflec- 

& tions againſt people to their faces, with-- 
ee out any provocation? Is it not mean 
and ungenerous, in the higheſt degree, 
to endeavour to place thoſe in a ridicu- 
« lous light, who are neither ridiculous, 
cc in themſelves nor deſerve to be render- 

ed fo by us? Fye, Sir Charles, how 
* am deceived in you! I thought I had 
known you better: if any body had 
< told me what has juſt fallen under my: 
&* own: obſervation, I would: not have 


believed the charge againſt you.“ 


Sir 
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Sir Charles heard her out with down- 
eaſt eyes: then, raiſing them up with a 
ſupplicating look, he ſaid, Forgive a 
& weakneſs, Mrs. Fermor, occaſioned 
“by my tender attachment to you alone 
l ſee, I feel that I have been wrong; 
but I could not bear to think of that 
« fellow's indulging hopes of being a | 
* fortunate lover.” | 
Hopes of being a fortunate lover, 
“Sir Charles! Nay, now you talk 
<« ſtrangely indeed—Have I any reaſon 
< to ſuppoſe he has any ſuch deſigns ? 
“Or have I given him any room for en- 
5 couragement if he has?“ EY 
As to encouragement,” faid Sir 
Charles, © you know beſt what reaſon he 
has to expect it. But nothing can be 
& more plain than that he is endeavour- 
< ing to gain your affections and were 
4 any woman but yourſelf to tell me that 


© Fe is not ſo employed, I would not be. 
| heve: 
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e lieve her—You are ſo. extremely diffi- 
1 dent, ſo. unconſcious of your own me- 
60 rits, ſo blind to your excellencies, that 


« you have not, I dare aver, obſerved 


that Mr. Maynard is in love with you 
« —But though you, madam, are igno- 
<« rant of your on powers of charming, 
< the eyes of a man who adores you will 
© ever be open: his heart will ever be 
<«. alarmed by the greateſt of all fears, 
the fear of ſeeing vou. in the arms of 
56 another.” | 


Mrs. F ermor returned no aaa 3 but | 


as what he had faid had occaſioned a 
train. of reflections on the behaviour of 
Mr. Maynard, and made her thought- 
fully ſilent, Sir Charles began to be ap- 
prehenſive that ſhe was ſtill diſpleaſed at 
his preceding carriage: the pain which 
he felt from that apprehenſion far ex- 

ceeded any uneaſineſs which he had endu- 
d Hom any thing which he had uttered 
- tO, 
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184 Tux RATIONAL LOVERS. 
to her He therefore fat with his eyes 
fixed on her face, while ſhe exerciſed- 
ker needle, hoping to ſee her ſmile upon 
him as uſual : but finding that ſhe ſeemed 
not to know he was ſo near her, Mrs. 
« Fermor,” ſaid he, I cannot leave you 
« till you have pardoned me—You have 
4 convinced: me that J have been in an 
«error, and I have acknowledged it—- 
| What remains more to be done for the 
& obtaining of an entire forgiveneſs ?” 
Nothing,“ replied ſhe—** But if 
« you. ſhould, by chance, meet Mr. 
Maynard here again, you will, I hope, 
* behave to him as politely as you would: 
8 * to any other gentleman “ 
Jou muſt be obeyed, ada” 
fad. 1 wich a ih, whatever i it coſts 
me.“ 
When he went home the idea of Mr. i 
Maynard's having formed a defign upon: } 
Mrs. Fermor was ftill-uppermoſt in his: | 


mind 
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mind He could think of nothing elſe 
— Her hſt injunction to him with regard 
to his behaviour to that gentleman, con- 


him. 

Sir Charles, though he was willing to 
allow that his diſlike to Mr. Maynard 
aroſe chiefly from envy and jealouſy, 
felt his blood riſe at the very thoughts 
of behaving politely to him, ſo ſtrongly 
was he, by his looks and manners, pre- 
judiced againſt him: however, as he 
had promiſed Mrs. Fermor to be civil in 
his carriage to him, he reſolved to be ſo, 


and was impatient for the hour when he 


might fully demonſtrate the force of his: 
paſſion, by the readineſs of his obedi- 


ence. 


His eagerneſs to oblige ber was foon | 


gratified. 
Mr. Maynard now viſited Mrs, Fermor 
habitually, as well as Sir Charles. 
They 


firmed all his conjectures concerning 
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They met, and the latter behaved to the 
former with all the eaſy politenefs ſo na- 
tural to him, without appearing either 
to ſhun or ſolicit his acquaintance. 

As Mrs. Fermor, who always appear- 
ed pleaſed with her company, if they 
.gave her no room to be otherwiſe, was 
remarkably chearful, the evening paſſed 

a vay very pleaſantly. 

Sir Charles, however, not being Py 
thoroughly to ſtomach the preſence of 
Mr. Maynard, thought that he perceived 
a kind of ſneer upon his countenance, 
which did not tend to promate an incli- 
nation to-be farther acquainted with him. 
When they took leave, Sir Charles again 
lingered behind, and whiſpered in her 
ear, Have I pleaſed you now, ma- 
« dam?” Extremely,“ ſaid ſhe, with a 
ſmile of Gisfadtion, ; 


He 


Fg 
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He ſnatched her hand, but ſhe, in- 
ſtantly drew it back, with, I wiſh you 
<« a good night, Sir.“ 

He well 5 the full meaning of thoſe 
few monoſyllables, and retired. —_ 
| He reſolved, nevertheleſs, to ſee her 
in the morning : but he was prevented 
by the arrival of a particular friend of 
his, who being upon a journey through 
that part of the country, made the Ma- 
nor in his way, intending to ſpend the 
day with him, to look at his new im- 
provements, and then to Pure his 
„ 1 | 

„ Maynard, by Geng Sir Charles 5 

ſo often at Mrs. Fermor's, began to be | 
certain, from his ſtyle of behaviour, that 

he was by no. means indifferent about 
her; and being fearful, in his turn, of 
ſupplantation, deemed it better to come 
to the point at once He, therefore, 
embraced the firſt opportunity to wait on. 


her 5, 
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138 Tir RATIONAL LOVERS. 
her, and made a very handſome offer, of 
himſelf and of his fortune, which was 
pretty conſiderable. To render her the 
more inclined to accept of his hand, he 
told her, that he had no family but his 
ſiſter, who was genteelly provided for, 
and would leave his houſe if her removal 
ſhould be required when he brought 
home his wife. 

Mrs. Nerdor, Wet the really had 
not in the leaſt ſuſpected him of having 
any ſuch intentions, diſcovered no ſur- 
prize: nor did ſhe ſhew the ſmalleſt pro- 
penſity to accede to what, he thought, a 
moſt prodigious propoſal ; but told him, 
quite compoſedly, that the had no a deũgn 
to marry again. 

No!“ faid he, with a look in which 
pride and contempt were forcibly blend- 
ed; „vill not ſuch an offer n 285 
« Think Again, madam.” 


« No, 
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No, Sir,” rephed ſhe, with additi- 
onal indifference,(for ſhe was never angry 
if people offended her, ſne was only ſor- 
ry for them, and, if ſhe eſteemed them, 
endeavoured to make them feel that they 
had been in the wrong; but if ſhe did 
not make them ſo, a total neglect was 
her only revenge) No, Sir. Nothing 
« will tempt me to do any thing contrary 
to my inclination.” | ns 
„So indifferent, madam ?” ſaid he, 
thoroughly piqued at the cool firmneſs 
of her anſwer—< but I ſee that Sir 
« Charles Leuſum is the man—Let me 
< tell you, though, madam,” continu- 
ed he with a ſneering grin, he will not 
<* marry you,” laying a ſtreſs upon the 
word marry “ ſay, I told you ſo.— 
„Were it poſſible. for me,” replied 
Mrs. Fermor in a ſpirited accent, © to 
<< 1magine that any thing you can ſay is of 
* conſequence enough to demand a mo- 
„ ment's 
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< ment's attention, I might, perhaps, 


* utter a reply which you little expect; 


but your behaviour is ſo compleatly diſ- 
<* agreeable to me, that I ſhall only inſiſt 
c upon your leaving my houſe directly, 
and upou your never entering it again 
on any account whatever.” . 
Vou need not be alarmed about that, 
% madam,” replied he, ready to burſt. 
with rage and diſappointment, © I ſhall 
% not give you the trouble to ſend for 
« your champion” (ſneering ſtrongly 
again) © to drive me hence.“ 
Mrs. Fermor made no reply ; but, 
riſing haſtily, pulled the bell ; when the 
maid appeared, ſhe ſaid very calmly, 
„Nanny, open the door directly for 
« Mr. Maynard,” and, without ſpeaking 
another word, with great ure 
walked up ſtairs. - TOON 
Maynard ſtood a moment in the pal. 
ſage, looking after her, and, when ſhe 
| 0 Was 
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out of ſight, cried, Fire and furies!“ 
and ruſhed out of the houſe. 


The maid, quite ſcared at his behavi- 


our, ran up to her miſtreſs, and having 
told her what he had ſaid, added, 
„L- d, madam, 1275 is ſartinly a . 
e paſſionate man.“ 

« May be ſo,” replied Mrs, Fermor ; 
« he will ſuffer enough, Nanny: for 
« paſſion wears both the body, and the 
mind.“ | 

While Mr. Maynard had thus been 
trying his fortune as a lover, Sir Charles 
Leuſum was walking over his grounds 
with Mr. Brudenel, the gentleman who 
had called upon him ſo early. _ 

On their coming to the bottom of the 
park, a view over a haha of Mr. May- 
nard's garden, which was laid out quite 
in taſte, ſtruck the eyes of Sir Charles's 


friend, and occaſioned his aſking if that 
alſo belonged to him, 


Nos 


0 . 924 * A = 
_ — — N. So * n en * > 
8 err 3 - r — 2 N 
rere > r Cr Toes me * x x CE Oy. *-. RP 6 
a -_ i e Bis 
5 FIR" —— 


* 


192 Tur RATIONAL LOVERS. 


No,“ replied the Baronet, © my fa- 
< ther choſe to let that part of his eſtate 
* to a Mr. Budge, upon a long leaſe, the 
<* remainder of which he has diſpoſed of 
* to one Maynard, without aſking my 
“leave, indeed; but as Budge is account- 
c able to me for the rent, I have not ob- 
« jected to him, though there lives not, 
„ poſſibly, a man upon earth to whom I 
have a greater averſion.” 

„Do you know any thing about 
« him?” faid Mr. Brudenel. : 

Not much,“ replied Sir Charles, 
but more than [I like.” | 

« Then let me adviſe you to ſtop 
<< where you are, for he will not improve 
upon a farther acquaintance, I aſſure 
<« you. I heard that he had bought a little 
place in this part of the county; I 
believe, therefore, that I cannot be 
<< miſtaken in my man: he has a ſiſter 
with him, who is in a conſumption.” 

| 49 be 
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« The fame—But, dear George, 
„ what do you know concerning him? 
Tell me, inſtantly, becauſe I may, by 
your means, fave the moſt valuable 
e woman in the world from being ruined 
« by ſuch a fellow.” 

«© Ruined ſhe certainly will be,” ſaid 
Brudenel, if ſhe has any connections 
„with him.— His fiſter is now pining 
away her life, merely becauſe he would 
* not part with her fortune (when ſhe 
„might have married advantageouſly), 
„ which however he has no right to de- 
< tain: but he had ſagacityenough to hin- 
* der her from finding out his roguery. 
«< He is a dd fly, ſenſible, fmooth-faced 
<« raſcal, while he has any hopes of carry- 
* ing his point ; but when he fails, or is 


blown up, (and his villainous ſchemes 


ec have been often defeated) he then 
* throws off the maſk at once, and 
« ſhews himſelf in his true colours : he 
Vail K « then 
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« then appears what he really is, a paſ- 
<« ſtonate, ill. mannered brute. But he 
« js going to be married, you. ſay?“ 

« He has a mind, I fancy, to one of 
« the deareſt, moſt agreeable creatures 
„jn the univerſe, but”'—_ _ f 

« Oh, my dear Leuſum,” Ret 
ee ſmiling, © you will diſcover 
two ſecrets inſtead of one—What, 


« you are in love with the lady your- 
. 


« Well, and why this aviation ? The 


_« devil's in it if you can be afraid of ſuch 


ga fellow as Maynard: By he 1s fry 


« atleaſt.” 


8 Perhaps he is, Ls he is no bad 
„figure; and the lady is a—widow:” 
„No, plague take him, the fellow 


has a ſpecious appearance,“ ſaid Brude- 


nel. But he broke his firſt wife $ heart, 
e che 


„ diſtration,” ſaid Sir Charles, 
impatiently, ** . 
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the women will tell you, if that little 


piece in the female boſom is not too 


tough to be cracked. * 

«Still inveterate, George, againſt the 
« faireſt part of the creation ?—How- 
« eyer, pr'ythee go on with your hiſtory 
« So, he has been married?“ 

Tes, he married a very pretty girl 
« with a ſmall fortune: in every thing, 
« except matrimony, he is avaritious to 
« an extreme, but he loves fine women: 
though, when once he has got poſſeſſi- 
<« on, he plays the devil with them; 
% locks them up, and makes them live 
upon a mere trifle, that he may ſave 
up what he has loſt by not inſiſting 
* upon a large fortune: for as they are 
ce to ſee nobody but himſelf, and never 
to go abroad, all the expence of dreſs 
« is ſpared: by temperance, too, he 
* avoids the charge of a luxutious table; 

| * c and, 
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“and, as h adds, long bills at the apo- 
e thecary's.” 

An admirable ceconomiſt,” molice 
Sir Charles, but, my dear George, 
c how I thank you for this intelli- 

&« gence ! ! a6 | | 

by Which you * to communicate to 
« your miſtreſs, I ſee,” ſaid Brudenel : 
but be cautious, Charles; for though 
« he is not a. good ſwordſman, he is the 
“ devil at law, and“ 

„J am not afraid of him,” anſwered 
Sir Charles; the lady is no tell 
tile“ 

„She is then no woman, I fear,” 
ſaid Brudenel. 

« Hold your profane tongue,” ſaid 
Sir Charles, « ſhe is—but why ſhould I 
tell you, who are an abſolute infidel, 
« what?” - 

Why, faith, there is not much oc- 


caſion for your waſting your breath; 
| for 
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« for I ſee what you would ſay—She is all 
« beauty, and you are all love (ſpeaking 
_« affectedly) — But harkee, Charles, 
* how long has this love-fit been upon 
« you? The other day you was going 
“to be married to Miſs Hill. 
& True; but I loved this dear creature 
cc long before. ” 4 
« Long before that doo What, ſhe 
« is, then, reſerved for your private 
«+ amuſement—Ha?” 

* Horrid inſinuation —No ſhe is as 
L pure as an angel.” 

« The devil ſhe is; and a widow too ? 
That's a likely ſtory, faith. But you 
deal in riddles, Leuſum. “ 

If it were poſſible to make you, one 
«© moment, ſerous,” replied Sir Charles, 
*I would endeavour to deſcribe this 

* amiable woman to you.“ 
Come, I am, 1 will be ferious— 
2 You arcs I ſee confoundedly in for it 
K 3 «On 


4 
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*« —On with your tale Though I am 
* now married, I had once as romantic 
an idea of paſſion, and all that, as wy 
man.“ 

Sir Charles, for ſome time, rie | 
ſatisfying the curioſity. of his friend; 
but he was preſſed ſo much by him, that 
at length, a deſire to unboſom himſelf, 
merely for the dear pleaſure of talking 
about the woman of whom his ſoul was 
ſo full, conquered all his ſcruples, and 
he related every thing that had paſſed | 
trom his firſt acquaintance with Mrs: 
Fermor, to the preſent time. 

Mr. Brudenel ſaid, in anſwer, that, 
if ſhe really was the woman ſhe appeared, 
' ſhe was an angel upon earth: but added, 
that he had ſome doubts concerning her: 
as he actually thought that no woman 
diſengaged, eſpecially no woman in her 
ſappoſed circumſtances, would refuſe ſo 


In a young fellow, ſo much in 
love 
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love with her, without having ſome very 


extraordinary reaſons for her behaviour 

She has * lover, in ſecret, de- 
e pend upon it. 1 

< Impoſſible,” replied Sir Charles— 
* Thave dropped in upon her at all hours 
« ..She never was denied; never appear- 
ed confuſed ; and ſhe bears the high- 
« eft character: were you but acquaint- 


ed with her, George! Oh! ſhe is every 


thing for which the heart of man can 
n 

Why, according to your account,“ 
faid Brudenel, © ſhe is neither young nor 
„ handſome.” 


„She is young enough to pleaſe,” 
anſwered Sir Charles; © when you have 


e converſed only half an hour with her, 
„you will hold more beauty than ſhe is 

A poſſeſſe of, extremely cheap indeed. 
She has ſomething, in ſhort, more cap- 
Ativating than beauty, which, however 
5 K 4 *eſtrik ing 


Le 
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« ſtriking at firſt, gradually grows leſs 
and leſs alluring by time; but her 
« chars are, every moment, improv- 
40 ing.” 

« If the warmth of your paſſion,” ſaid 
Brudenel, had not. created an imagin- 
Vary being, very much like a divinity, 
* ſhe muſt be a fine creature, indeed— 
Let me fee her, and judge for elf, 
„ Leuſum,” 

By no means -Beſides, 1 dare not, 
« yere | fa inclined, take fuch liber- 
ties. 

« How the devil did this Maynard ge 
© at her?” 

« By means of his biter.” 
Ay, there is nothing like one woman 
to help you to another---Well, well, 
Charles, if you will not introduce me, I 
« will get intimate with ſome of her fe- 
* male acquaintance, and blow you up, 
» nee ben it === (laughing; dive. 
"BT dely 
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* defy you,” cried Sir Charles 
er But, come, you have not ſeen the new 
« temple on the other ſide of the park--- 
% Would love be propitious to me, 
« would dedicate it, in gratitude, 
«* to Venus.” 
Sir Charles, in fact, wanted juſt then 
to diſengage himſelf from his gueſt, that 
he might fly to Mrs. Fermor, and intreat 
her to be upon her guard againſt May- 
nard, whoſe character filled him with hor- 
ror on her account: but Brudenel would 
not leave him till the evening.-—He then 
haſtened to Mrs. Fermor's. | 
Sir Charles entered the houſe of Mrs. 
Fermor, pale and out of 'breath, 'and 
looked on all ſides, to be aſſured that 
they were alone, for he was quite ter- 
rified left Maynard ſhould break-in upon 
Him before he had warned her of her 


Oy" 
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Mrs. Fermor could not but obſerve 


that he was uncommonly agitated at 
ſomething. 

„From whence eame you, Sir 
“ Charles,” ſaid. ſhe, „and what is the 
matter with you? You look ar 
o frightened.' | | 

I was, afraid. Mrs. F ermor,' 3 


be, that ! ſhould. c came too late; but IL 


hope“ 
Hope hat; ſaid ſhe, ſmiling com: 
poſedly, vrhat diſturbs you thus ?? 
« And.yet, very poſſibly,” added he, 


after all my diſtraction on your account, 


you will not liſten. to me, at leaſt not 


believe me, but tell me that I am actu- 


+ ated by jealouſy and envy; when, Hea- 


ven knows the ſincerity of my intenti- 


<« ons,, My. anxious earneſtneſs to ſnatch 
e you from perdition.— Oh! Mrs. Fer- 


* mor, you cannot imagine what a hypo- 


«% critical devil that Maynard is—If you 
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4 liſten to him you are undone—]1, am 
certain that he pretends to love you, but 
« ſuch a raſcal cannot love any thing but 
<« for the gratification of his own brutal 
ce appetites—Shun him, therefore, as you 
would“ 

„Fold, Sir harles -f you are in 
this extraordinary flutter upon Mr. 
« Maynard's. account, make yourſelf 
« eaſy this moment. I thank you for your 
care of me, whatever has been your 
“motive, but I have given Mr. Maynard 
< his. final diſmiſſion.---You wo I be- 
L heve, never ſee him here again.“ 
„Thank Heaven,” replied Sir Charles, 
d then I breathe again.” 

« But I cannot,” ſaid ſhe, ( comprehend. 
the reaſon of this violent emotion.“ 
Are you, then, yet to learn, Mrs. 
<« Fermor,”” replied he, with a dejected 
but tender look of. concern, “that your 
« happineſs is infinitely dear to me, and 

K.6. < that», 


204 Taz RATIONAL LOVERS. 


that, though from your averſion I am | 
never likely to poſſeſs you myſelf, I 


„could not bear to fee you miſerable 


„with another ?—And miſerable you 
* would certainly be with Maynard. * 
How came you to imagine, Sir 
« Charles, that I ever had any ſuch de- 
e ſign ? Have I not told you, again and 
again, that I intend not to marry ?— 
„Why will you not believe me ?” 
Forgive me, Mrs. Fermor; but, I 
6 confeſs, I attributed your conſtant re- 
« fuſal of me, entirely to an averſion 
which you had conceived againſt me, 
and conſequently imagined that an- 
« other would prove more ſucceſsful.” _ 
« And why ſhould you imagine, Sir 
<« Charles,” ſaid ſhe gravely, that I 


rejected you from averſion ? Surely, 1 


« haye never diſcovered any thing like 


« zþat in my behaviour to you.” 


* Perhaps 
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“Perhaps you have not,” replied he 
with emotion, but I hardly know what 
« I ſay I know you are too good to uſe - 
« any body ill who loves you.—The 
« hourly increaſe, however, of my paſſion 
« for you, and the ſmall hopes of its 
* ever being gratified, render me fre- 
« quently incapable of judging properly. 
« —But give me leave to aſk why you 
e have ſo ſettled a diſlike to marriage? 
« Have you ſuch a diſlike to it becauſe 
« you loved your huſband too well to 
« bear the thoughts of another? | 

No“, replied ſhe, < becauſe I did 
„ not love him at all.” 

« That is rather a reaſon for your 
* marrying again,” ſaid he; © as you 
may ſtand a chance of having one 
more agreeable to you.” 
ZH « But you will allow that 1 mult love 
him firſt,” ſaid ſhe, ſmiling. 


« Would 
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Would to Heaven you did, ma- 
dam, “ replied he with an heart - felt 
figh: then, after a little paule, during 
which he ſeemed buried in thought, 
« How infinitely ſhould I have pitied the 
man, Mrs. Fermor,” continued he, 
Cho loved you without being beloved 
in return, had I known him!“ 

Indeed you would. not,” ſaid. wes 
<«. for that very reaſon. “ 

Fou talk in riddles, madam :- yet Þ 
am ſo intereſted in every thing relating 
« to you, that I could be very glad to be 
informed of your motives for marrying 
%a man whom you did you own 
« fo freely, love.“ 

4 married in obedience to a father 
4 and mother, who, by their indulgence 
to me, induced me to believe that they 
knew better what would promote my 
* happineſs, than myſelf.” 


This: 
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This anſwer of Mrs. Fermor's excited 
the ſtrongeſt curioſity in Sir Charles to 
be acquainted with every particular rela- 
ting to a conduct which had appeared to 
him inexcuſable, notwithſtanding his 
prejudices in the Iady's favour: and he 
expreſſed ſo earneſt a deſire to have it 
cleared up to him, that ſhe promiſed to 
give him ſatisfaction, though ſhe aſſured 
him, at the ſame time, that what ſhe 
had to ſay would afford him.very little 
entertainment, as her. life, while ſhe was 
married, was not, in the leaſt, happy. 

<« I muſt begin,” continued ſhe, with 
« telling you that my father was the 
„younger ſon of a good family; but, as 
his parents had it not in- their power to 
leave him a fortune, they prudently 
brought him up with a deſign that he 
« ſhould raiſe one by his own induſtry : 
and, therefore, at a proper age, placed 
<« him in a merchant's. compting-houſe 

7 „where 
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« where he behaved ſo well, that, when 
he came out of his time, his maſter per- 
<« mitted him to have as large a ſhare in 


e the buſineſs as the ſmall ſtock which he 


inherited from his father would allow. 
« —[In that fituation he was ſo ſucceſs- 
« ful in the improvement of his affairs, 
« that he ventured to marry a young lady 
« of equal birth with his own, but not 
u poſſeſſed of a fortune ſo conſiderable as 
* he might then have expected: ſhe 
« was fond of him, however, prudent, 
« and an excellent ceconomiſt : he, there- 
« fore, paid the leſs regard to what the 
brought: they lived very well ſatisfied 
« with each other; but my father met 
« with numberleſs diſappointments and 
«= misfortunes, which, added to a nume- 
& rous offspring, though none of his chil- 


© dren, except myſelf, who was the laſt, 
©«ljyed to above fifteen, that it was im- 


— for him to ſave any _— 
2 
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„They gave me the: beſt education 
BD they could afford: I Was early taught 


« dancing, muſic, and French; and, 
after having received the firſt rudi- 
e ments of each, was chiefly left to my 
mother for my improvement in them; 
& who excelled in the two laſt. The 
« continual practice of my leſſons, and 
e my cloſe attention to my needle when 
« thoſe leſſons were over, prevented me 
« from having many leiſure hours : ſo 
« that I, early, contracted an habit of 
employing myſelf, which has ſince 
e been of inexpreſſible ſervice to me. 

E By this manner of ſpending every 
day, I was alſo hindered from either 
going out a great deal, or ſeeing much 
„company: and I knew leſs of the 
world at ſeventeen, when I was mar- 
s ried, than many girls do now at ten 
or twelve. 
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At that peribòd of my life, Mr. 
“ Fermor' happened, one day, to dine 
with my father, having ſome buſineſs 
« to tranſact with him. I was at table: 
* my youth and innocence pleaſed him, 
and in about two days afterwards I was 
< told by my father and mother that I 
< muſt look upon Mr. B ermor as my | 
« huſband.” 
e was ſurprized, but, to corlfols the 
„truth, I was neither Tejoiced nor 


« prieved at what I had heard. I had 


4 ſeen but few people. I certainly loved 


« only my parents,” who had, till that 
25 moment, been very gentle and kind to 
me: the concern, therefore, which I 
« knew I muſt feel, at being ſeparated 
from them, chiefly at that time oceu- 
pied my mind. I thought, indeed, of 
« nothing elſe; I had never looked upon 
Mr. Fermor in a particular light, one 
* N or the other. I had no Aden of love, 

ö having 
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having never been talked to upon that 
« ſubject; nor had ſeen any man whom. 
I preferred to another, having, from 
« my infancy, been almoſt always in 
„% my mother's apartment, except now 
ce and then in the ſummer, when ſhe and 
my father took me to ſpend a few days 
cc at a little diſtance from town, for air 
and exerciſe; which days were parti- 
& cularly agreeable to me, as I was 
ce ever exremely fond of the country. 
„On being told, therefore, that I was 
to be married to Mr. Fermor; and that 
my marriage with him, would be ad- 
* yvantageous both to myſelf and my fa- 
<« mily, as he would take me without any 
+ money, I only replied that I ſhould be 
very much afflicted to leave my father 
« and mpther. The latter ſaid, with a 
« ſmile, if you are as obedient to Mr. 
Fermor, as you have been to us, you. 
will be no. looſer by the exchange. 

5 From 
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From that hour, I began to pay 
more attention to Mr. Fermor's per- 
< ſon and manners than I had hitherto 
done; but after the firſt ſight of him 
* as a lover, I liked him neither worſe, 
nor better than I did before. Not 
<« that he was diſagreeable in his perſon: 
he had once, indeed, I believe, been 
far otherwiſe. At the time I am 
« ſpeaking of, he was five and thirty, 
but in point of conſtitution, he 
© might have been eſtimated at ſeventy, 
«at leaſt. He was of the middle ſize, 
not ungenteel in his form, and po- 
lite in his "addreſs; but he was 
< worn away to a meer ſkeleton, by 
„having been too ſtrongly addicted to 
e pleafure during the youthful part of 
< his life, and had weakened himſelf fo 
much by exceſſes of all kinds, that 

* he could bardly hold himſelf upright. 
His fortune too, I found afterwards, 
| ee had 


Taz RATIONAL LOVERS. 223 
«< had been greatly impaired: and he 
c was, at the time he married, ſo warmly 
attached to pleaſure, that nothing, I 
imagine, but an intire incapacity of 
enjoying it could have induced him to 
e take a wife, who was young and per- 
< fe&tly. innocent, and who might, he 
« believed, ſerve him in the character 
« of a miſtreſs, without injuring his 
health farther, or as a nurſe, whenever 
„he ſhould want one. | 
„With thoſe views, undoubtedly, 
Mr. Fermor, made love to me, ac- 
< cording to the common phraſe; that 
< js, he laviſhed a profuſion of careſſes 
4 upon: me which diſguſted me beyond 
<-expreſſion.; and finding that they did 
*© not provoke: me to return them, 
< he-ſtrove to give me pleaſure, as you 
4 ,OWuld endeavour to pleaſe an infant, 
&© by pretty . and trifling pre- 
«.fenty” 
y 
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My mother ſoon perceived, as well 
«as Mr. Fermor, that I was not charm- 
«ed with him. He himſelf, indeed, 
% complained to her of my extreme in- 
difference. She, therefore, took me 
« to taſk, and ſpoke warmly in praiſe 
of him; telling me how fondly he lov- 
«ed me, and that if I did but return his 
e fondneſs when we were married, he 
<« would let me have every thing in the 
« world I could deſire; adding, that if I 


expected to ſee her or my father hap- 


% py themſelves, and ſatisfied with me, 
« I muſt be more obliging to Mr. Fer- 
mor. „„ 

“All the reply I made was a flood of 
tears: but having been bred in ſuch 
«ſtri&t obedience I dared not to oppoſe 
my parents: and, in truth, if I could 
e have muſtered up courage enough to 
« be refractory, my affection for them 
would have entirely prevented me: 
| c for 
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* for I could ſooner have died than have 
& made either of them unhappy on- my 
* account—lIn conſequence of ſuch filial | 
« ſenſations, I tried to- appear more 
« contented with my lover, (if he could 
be ſaid to deſerve that name,) and he, 
charmed with my bluſhing timidity 
sand ſilent acquieſcence, married me in 
« month after his firſt viſit. 
My father had taken care to inſiſt 
« upon his ſettling on me juſt enough 
« for my ſupport, in caſe of accidents, 
e and doubted not, from my complying 
<« temper, but that I ſhould pleaſe him, 
e and induce him to leave me all that he 
% had, which was a very moderate in- 
come for a man of pleaſure; ſufficient, 
« however, for two people in a regular 
« way of life, and my father was, I be- 
< heve, pretty certain we ſhould not be 
<« burthened with a family. 
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„With a heart ready to break at re- 
moving from my parents, who fin- 
« cerely thought that they had promoted 
„my happineſs, as they ſecured a main- 
ec tenance for me, I went home with 
my huſband, who, finding that I was 
of a mild diſpoſition, and made no ob- 


jection to the regulations under which 
his family was at that time, did not 


«uſe me ill: it was governed by a ſort 
of houſekeeper; by her, another female 
«ſervant and a footman, the whole af- 
<< fairs of the houſe were managed. Theſe 
< three people treated me like a child, 
< who was totally ignorant of every thing 
relating to domeſtic matters. 

I knew, indeed, little of the world, 
ce but I had been early taught by my 
* mother all kinds of domeſtic cecono- 
ec my; ſo that I ſoon diſcovered that Mr. 
« Fermor was exceedingly impoſed up- 
on by his ſervants.” | 

« Shocked 
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c Shocked at a treatment which he 
c certainly did not deſerve, as, ſetting a- 
ce fide his violent ſwearing at them ſome- 


e times, he was a very kind maſter, I 


< ventured to hint my ſuſpicions : but 
« how was I ſurprized to hear myſelf 
e thus anſwered !”? © You are a good 
ce girl, my dear Fanny, and mean well, 
ce but you know nothing of the world, 
& child. There is no living without 
<« being cheated : I have been impoſed 
% upon from my cradle to this preſent 
% moment, and believe I ſhall be cheat- 
ed to my grave: if I put away theſe 
ce ſervants and hire others, I ſhall not be 
ce a jot the better off; *tis always pru- 
dent to wink at what we cannot help.“ 
With theſe, and ſuch- like anſwers, I 
e was obliged to be contented; and, in- 
ce deed, happy would it have been for 
* me, if I had met with no ſeverer vexa- 
« tion. 


Vor. 1. L Lou 
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6c You will, poſſibly, wonder how a 
“man of his turn, a man who, from his 
„ propenſity to ſwearing, was, doubt- 


<« lefs, paſſionate, could brook ſuch im- 


<« poſitions ; the truth is, thoſe ſervants 


of his had all been of ſervice to him in 


ce his amours, and he retained them leſt 
© he might want to employ them again 


jn the only tranſactions they were fit 


* for: they alſo knew his taſte in every 
„ reſpect, and, as his declining health 
& rendered him ſtill more indolent than 
„ he was naturally inclined to be, he 
cc imagined that no others could pleaſe 


e him ſo well, unleſs he gave himſelf 


© an infinite deal of crouble to direct 


« them. 
« Mr. Fermor, though he was fre- 


cc quently laid up for weeks ſucceſſively, 


vas never happy, if ſome of the com- 


< panions of his former libertine hours 
a 66 did 
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« did not ſhare all the time which his 
health would permit him to beſtow up- 
on them. As thoſe companions were 
frequently forced to ſit with him in his 
chamber, and as he inſiſted upon my 
„ being always near him, I was perpe- 
e tually witneſs to fuch ſcenes of riot 
„ and intemperance as ſcarce any man 
in his ſenſes would have withed his 
% wite even to imagine. I was, there- 
e fore, reduced to the diſagreeable ne- 
e ceſſity of appearing to have neither 
% eyes nor ears : the former, indeed, 
« were, except he wanted my perſonal. 
<« attendance, commonly fixed on my 
& needle, of which I was very fond, and 
« by which I ftrove to amuſe my mind, 
« to keep it from dwelling on things 
« extremely diſguſting, as well as to 
< prevent me from ſeeming to hear (con- 
« ſequently to exclude replies to) the 

L _ * queitinas 
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« queſtions which were addreſſed to me. 
<« Queſtions, often ſo indelicate, that 
* no woman could decently liſten to 
them. Ty 

„On theſe occaſions, my apparent 
e jnattention evidently gave Mr. Fer- 
% mor all the pleaſure he was capable 
< of enjoying, for it animated him 
* to make a boaſt of my ignorance 
e and innocence, and to declare, that 
< there was but one chaſte female in the 
world, and that he had found her: 
e then was he ſo delighted to ſee his looſe 
e companions, refuſing to aſſent to his 
<« aſſertion, try to make me ſenſible of 
“their ribaldry, that I have been fre- 
« quently obliged to leave the room, 
though in direct oppoſition to * 
% Fermor's commands. | | 
But that was not all— I was Kill 


more unlueky ; for two of the gen- 
« tlemen 
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te tlemen who were moſt deſerving - of 
< that appellation, diſtinguiſhed them- 
<« ſelves by being particular to me: a 
<« lord B—, and a Mr. Scawen the 
« former was young and handſome, and 
<« poſſeſt of a cultivated underſtanding : 
<« the latter every way the reverſe, and ſo 
« diabolically vicious, that I have often 
«© wondered how any man of common 
<« ſenſe could bear his company a mo- 
ment. Yet this wretch took every op- 
e portunity to make me believe, though 
<« without ſaying fo in plain terms, that 
<« he was deſperately in love with me. 
He beſtowed the higheſt encomiums 
“n my perſon, even before my huſ- 
band, and was never weary of com- 
% mending my modeſty, which was, 
truly, he declared, unparalleled.  _ : 
Lord B—, on the other hand, ſel- 
dom praiſed me, but he ſtrove, by 
* numberleſs aſſiduities, to render him- 
| 1.3 - 
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*« {elf agreeable ; at leaſt, to make him- 
*« ſelf obſerved by me, and, when he had 
« attracted my attention, as he ſome- 
e times ſtruck upon a ſucceſsful ſtrata- 
gem, he fixed his eyes upon me in the 
e moſt languiſhing manner; then, if I 
„caught him ſo employed, he threw 
«© them down immediately on the floor, 
fetched a deep figh, pretended to be 
<« abſent, ſtarted, ſaid one thing for an- 
other, and then begged my pardon. 
This behaviour of his lordſhip 1 
could not help obſerving, though it 
made no impreſſion upon me, and 
6 determined to appear as if I ſaw no 
« ſingularity in his carriage. 
« He played his farce for a conſider- 
e able time, during which, as I now and 
c then made a ſhort viſit to my father's, 
* my attendance on Mr. Fermor not 
- « permitting me to go often or ſtay long, 
J opened my heart . to my mother, 
and 
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and complained, with tears, of the diſ- 
agreeable life I led. 


„Taking me in her arms, and ten- 
« derly embracing me, ſhe thus anſwered: 


« I ſee, but too plainly, I have long ſeen 
„(J had been then married above three 
„ years) that you are not as happy as. 
„you deſerve to be, and as I ever 
ce wiſhed you to be. Your father and 
*] were not ſufficiently acquainted with 
* Mr. Fermor's character when we con- 
4 ſented to your marrying him, merely, 
„Jam afraid, I may ſay, with a view to 


« ſecure a proviſion for you, as your fa- 


<«ther's affairs had long been embaraſſ- 
« ed; and neither he nor I could en- 
e dure the thoughts of leaving you 


© frjendleſs and unprovided for.. We 
« ated, I muſt own, from wrong mo- 


tives, and ſhall be amply puniſhed for 


having ſo acted. I am now, at this 
« time, ſinking under a diſorder, brought 


Don me, by the ſharpneſs of my reflec- 
Es - _ © tans: 
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< tions on that part of my conduct, which 
6 has involved my innocent child in ſo 
“much unhappineſs. But do not grieve, 
* my Fanny, I cannot bear to ſee you 
* afflict yourſelf for me, nor torment 
<« yourſelf if your ſituation is not what 
“you merit, and what we wiſh it to be: 
<« truſt in the goodneſs of Providence, 
e while you are innocent, and he will 
never forſake you: the truly deſerving; 
<« are never entirely forſaken by him. You 
„are young; you may, and I hope you 
« will, through the mercy of Heaven, 
ce out- live your preſent misfortunes. Do 
every thing conſiſtent with honour. to 
« pleaſe your huſband, and take ſpecial 

« care, above all things, to guard your 
« heart from being more inclined to any 
ther man, who may appear to you in a 
more meritorious light than your huſ- 
„ band does. Believe me, my dear 
child, nothing can make you amends 
| „„ * 
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ce for loſs of honour. I mention this. 
5 ſtrongly to you, becauſe there may be, 
«© among Mr Fermor's companions, 
“men much more ſeducing than him- 
< ſelf: but their ſuperior agrecableneſs 
ce will not excuſe you for having ſwerved 
“from your duty in the ſmalleſt point. 

« My deareſt mother, ſaid I, pene- 
< netrated to the heart by her tender 


% compaſſion, her excellent advice, and 


« the uheaſineſs which ſhe ſuffered on my 
ec account, be aſſured, that I am in no 
“danger of what you have ſo kindly 
% endeavoured to guard me againſt, as 
I have never yet ſeen a man who has 


made me defire to have the ſlighteſt 


„ connection with any of his ſex. 
That aſſurance, delivered with a ſin- 
“ cerity not to be doubted, made my dear 


« mother thoroughly ſatisfied with me; 


ce though ſhe never could be ſo with my 
« ſituation, She died about a month 
L 5 | has after- 


" — 
- ——— — 
— n =. - gy — 
— - m_ — — — 
. e 0 %—ͤü—ĩ—k ms —_ 


' —————jCꝙ—— 


226 Tux RATIONAL LOVERS. 


4 afterwards, Kaak me inconſolable for 


“her loſs. 

During the time I was ſo totally en- 
« groſſed by my forrow at her death, 
<« lord B—— omitted nothing which he 
e thought might entertain me, and pre- 
« vent me from indulging a grief which, 
* he feared, might be prejudicial to my 
« health. Gladly could I have diſpenſed 
e with his abſence, bur he knew ſo much 
« of life, and told ſo many diverting 
6c anecdotes about people who were re- 


CO markable eicher for their foibles, or 


<« for the viciſſitude in their affairs, that 
« jt was impoſſible to hear them without 


being amuſed. They had alſo the ſame 


effect upon Mr. Fermor, as they had 
« upon me, who, growing worſe and 


© worſe, became almoſt always confined 


<« to his room, except when he was go- 
* ing from Bath to Tunbridge, and 


vs from TURE” to Bath, Yo which 
00 places | 
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places the fame ſet followed him, 
e and at which he took every method 
< preſcribed by his phyſicians to repair 
«. broken conſtitution. | 

While I was at thoſe places, I was 
-« tolerably comfortable, as I generally 
« mixed with ſome ſenſible, converſible 
“ people of my own ſex: a felicity I 
«could ſeldom or ever enjoy at home, 
das my own female relations were dead, 


« and as very few of Mr. Fermor's 


« would, from his way of life, honour 
e him with a viſit: though, to do them 
e juſtice, when they did come, they 


treated me with particular politeneſs. 


% The mother of Harriot Bloom was 


<« one of thoſe ladies, and it was from 


« oratitude to her memory that I en- 
« deavoured to be Erviceable to her 

“ daughter. 
« Mr. Fermor, however, grew, at 
85 length, too ill to o perform his uſual 
+ journies, 
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« journies, and, indeed, to endure the 
<« noiſe of any of his companions, who. 
6 were commonly reduced to three; 


« Jolly, who loved wine better, I believe, 
« than any earthly thing, beſides women: 
60 yet he gave me no moleſtation, but ſtuckx 
« cloſe to his bottle, and to my huſband, 
1 though Mr. Fermor had left off e 
< ing ever ſince I knew him. 
„I had, in truth, no occaſion for any 
e freſh perſecutors ; my two former ad- 
e mirers fully employed me to defeat 
<« their deſigns, and to keep them at a 
“proper diſtance, for, as they ſoon diſco- 
« yered their mutual inclinations, they 
-<« were reſolved, if poſſible, to undermine 
« each other. 
<« Mr. Scawen, in the gtoſſeſt language 
e imaginable, before Mr. Fermor, ad- 
<« viſed me to be aware of the fine ſilken 
05 S tongue, and ene impudent eyes 
cc & Br 


- 


tj * Jord B——, Mr. Scawen, and a Mr. 
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« of lord B——, who ſeized a moment, 
« when I was alone, to inform me of 
ee Scawen's deſigns againſt me, and in- 
< treated me to be upon my guard; of- 
« fering me all the ee in his 
power. 

I thanked them both, becauſe I was 
afraid of coming to an open rupture 
with the friends of my huſband, leſt they 
« ſhould, inſtigated by revenge, preju- 
* dice him totally againſt me; and I had, 
« by that time, no other friend, as my 
C poor father did not long ſurvive my 
mother, whom he had the greateſt rea- 
« fon to lament, for ſhe was the beſt of 
wives! and I really believe that they 
both ſuffered ſeverely for having, meer- 
ly to marry me to a man of ſome for- 
1 me, made me, they thought, very 
9 miſerable. You will, II imagine, allow, 
« that I could not be very happy; I en- 
2 deayoufed to love my huſband, but I 

could 
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e could not, nor would his vices permit 


te me to eſteem him: without affecting 


_ © a fondneſs, however, which I could not 


« feel, I ſtrove. to treat him with good 
* manners, and good humour; and he 
<« was not diſſatisfied with me. 

<« In the mean while, lord B. left 
te nothing undone to convince me of the 
« ſincerity of his paſſion, and was even 
bold enough to ſolicit my conſent to be 
legally his after Mr. Fermor's death, 
« as he well knew that his diſſolution 
« was not far off. Lord B was a man 
« whoſe company I could bur juſt endure 
before, becauſe he was entertaining, 
ee but I now looked upon him with the 
<« utmoſt contempt and diſguſt, and aſ- 
« ſured him, in the moſt peremptory 
4 manner, that if he ever dared to ſpeak. 
to me again in ſuch terms, Mr. Fer- 


« * mor n be certainly acquainted 
K with, 
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« with his inſolent behaviour : he Hg 
ce and was ſilent. i 
In about ſix weeks afterwards, Mr. 
Fermor fell a ſacrifice to the follies of 
his youth. When his affairs were ex- 
c amined they were found to be in a very 
indifferent ſituation: the rapacity of his 
« ſervants, and his own taſte for luxuri- 
« ous living, even when he could not 
«. poſſibly enjoy it, had diſſipated the 
e oreateſt part of his fortune: and the 
* addition to what my father had ob- 
« lged him to ſettle on me was extreme- 
« Jy trifling: but that he left me, with 
* all his furniture, plate, &c. &c. | 
When his debts were diſcharged, 
and when every thing was adjuſted, I 
determined to look out for a ſmall 
<« pleaſant houſe in the country—The 
“little which I had ſeen of rural life ap- 
e peared quite to my taſte, and I had 
no friend in town whom I was ſorry to 
< leave. 
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„leave. What I had ſeen of the world 
e rather diſguſted than pleaſed me. I 
<< thought I could be very well contented 
* with retirement. Mr. Fermor left me 
* a good collection of the moſt celebra- 
* ted authors, and this harpſichord, 
*< which he bought me, juſt after I was 
married. 0 
Mr. Bloom ſoon informed me of 
this ſmall habitation, and defired me 
* to come down and ſee it: I did, and 
e liked it ſo well, that I. have lived here 
* almoſt ſeven years; during that time ! 
“ have had a few.neighbours ; but as I 
„ found they were not very ſuitable, I 
have never _ contracted any intimacies 
c with them: they have moſt of them 
dropped off, ſome through my ta 
and others through their own. | 

I ſhould” have told you alſo, that, 
« when I had been in this place about 
half a year, lord B—— found means 

> c to 
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<« to introduce himſelf to me, and, after 
« number of tender ſpeeches, propo- 
« ſed a private marriage; pretending 
ce that he was not at liberty to act other- 
« wiſe during the life of an old uncle, 
from whom he had great expectations: 
but I quickly ſilenced him, by letting 
ce him know that I had too much ſpirit, 
« and not inclination enough for him, 
to connive at deceiving any of his fa- 
* mily : I felt indeed ſo much di/finclina- 
cc tion for a man who had dared to inſult 
ce me with propoſals while Mr. Fermof 
„ was alive, that, were his whole fami- 
« ly to join with him in requeſting me to 
accept of him, I would refuſe him with 
the ſame contempt I rejected him at 
ce that moment. 
When I deſired that I minke never 
« ſee him again, he withdrew im- 
* mediately without returning any an- 
60 * fer to me, thoroughly piqued at my 
| pride, 
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e pride, I believe, which he undoubtedly 
e thought inſupportable. Thus I got rid 
« of my lover, and I have ſince had no 
« others,” added ſhe ſmiling, © but 
with whom you are acquainted.” .“. 
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